Minutes of Woore Parish Council Meeting
Monday 9th September 2019
Held at Woore Victory Hall
PRESENT:
Cllr G. Irwin (Vice Chairman), Cllr H. Blake, Cllr M. Blake, Cllr M. Carter, Cllr K. Chell, Cllr K. Davies and Cllr J. Higgin.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Cllr R. Aldcroft (Shropshire Council), Ms C. Bedson, Tree and Footpath Warden and Mr B. Morris, Clerk to the Council.

PUBLIC:
Roy Martin, Richard Hendley, Angela Cookson, Helen Lightfoot, Derek Hewitt, Mark Sellers and others attended the meeting.

19133 Apologies for absence.
Cllrs Cowey, Allison and Ford had sent their apologies for absence, which was for personal reasons. It was unanimously resolved to accept the apologies.

19134 Declarations of Pecuniary Interests.
Cllrs H. Blake and M. Blake declared a pecuniary interest in respect Agenda Item 19138 and will leave the meeting when that item is discussed.

19135 OPEN FORUM – To last no longer than 15 minutes.
Roy Martin stated that Audlem Road outside his property had been relaid a couple of years ago, but over time the camber has changed and now when it rains it floods into his garden and has been 12 inches deep, there is a ditch, but this is ineffective. It also floods into adjoining fields. He has raised the matter with Cllr Davies. Cllr Aldcroft will raise with Shropshire Council.
Angela Cookson has concerns in relation to HS2 and exiting her property. She frequently struggles to get off her drive in Pipe Gate and fears this will be much worse once the HS2 lorries start coming through. She asked whether it would be possible to have a sighting mirror on the lamp post opposite her property. The Vice Chairman asked that she puts this in an email to the Parish Council and we would add it to the HS2 mitigations. She also asked whether a pedestrian crossing in Pipe Gate would be possible. Helen Lightfoot said that she also has difficulties leaving her property and also crossing the road. The Vice Chairman stated that this will also be added to the HS2 mitigations.
Richard Hendley stated that the planning application had gone up on 3rd September. When he moved in his searches revealed that there was going to be an amenity area with community building using the existing barn, together with a tennis court or bowling green, Parking, play area and other amenities. Mark Sellers said that in his initial literature there was to be a wildlife reserve. The residents also had concerns about the management fee and were going to set up a Facebook to discuss.
Derek Hewitt asked about an HS2 bypass and was told that none were planned.

19136 To approve and sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th August 2019.
It was resolved to approve these minutes.

19137 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
To receive reports concerning the following matters:

(a) Victory Hall - Cllr H. Blake
The Hall is trying to improve usage. There is a 60’s night on 21st September as a fund raiser. There will be music all night long. £12.50 a ticket. There is a Community Café on Friday 13th September.

(b) Movable and Stationary Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS) – Cllr M. Blake 
Information for Coopers Arms has now been provided. Cllr Blake has asked PC Ambrose how the Police use the information. Still waiting for action in relation to the Radar Speed gun. The MVAS is now going to be located on the new pole at Cherry Tree Lane. New MVAS have photographic capability and it is understood once someone has been caught speeding 3 times then the police would prosecute.

(c) Tree and Path Wardens – Ms C. Bedson
Ms Bedson stated that there was nothing to report.

(d) Shropshire Councillor Mr R Aldcroft
Shropshire have been spending much of their time filling posts in Highways.Steve Brown has moved to Interim Director, Allan Morgan is Head of Highways, Andy Wilde is Operations Manager. He has chased colleagues for responses on ongoing issues without success. The was a meeting with the Police and Crime Commissioner for West Mercia. The questions were presubmitted. He did not like the question on why he was taking over responsibility for the Fire Service or the question on why he was required when there was already a Chief Constable. Community Speed watch schemes have different rules in different forces. Staffordshire 2 radar guns and are supported by the Police. West Mercia don’t. County Lines are operating in Shropshire, Police are looking at potential ‘cuckooing’ and exploitation of vulnerable persons. Rural crime teams will get 25 additional officers from increased funding and there will be dedicated teams. They are discussing use of Smart Water for domestic properties. There is an increase in cyber crime and the public need to remain vigilant. They are using snap teams with cameras. A photograph of a moving offence can be submitted to the local police team and action can be taken. The cost of use of sidewalks by retail and commercial premises is going up.

Cllrs H. Blake and M. Blake left the room prior to the next item.

19138 PLANNING
To consider and, if appropriate, to resolve on a response to the following planning applications:
1. 19/03631/FUL being an application for the erection of one dwelling and detached 3-bay 2 storey garage at 28 Grove Crescent, Woore CW3 9SX.

Cllr Higgin spoke to quite a few of the residents. The proviso for the original residents was that when they purchased their property the area was for a Clubhouse and community use. More recent buyers were aware of the planning application. The barn is quaint. That amenity area is now going to be a large house with a very large garage.
It was unanimously resolved to object to the proposal on the following grounds.

1. The site of the application forms part of the larger site which was the subject of the earlier planning application no. 12/04496/OUT. In response to the earlier application, outline planning permission was granted for the erection of 21 dwellings, the formation of a vehicular access, the provision of open space, a recreational facility (namely a bowling green or tennis courts), including parking and a clubhouse, and the development of a wildlife corridor. The location of the intended recreational facility and parking and clubhouse are shown on the proposed site plan which was published on Shropshire Council's Planning Portal on 2nd November 2012. A further planning application, no. 16/01372/VAR, which was approved by Shropshire Council on 24th November 2016, varied Condition No 2 (approved drawings) attached to the outline permission to allow for an amended site layout plan. One of the changes permitted by the decision dated 24th November 2016 was the replacement of the recreational facility by a landscaped area, pond and a larger wildlife corridor.

2. The development permitted by the above planning permissions is being carried out in that the construction of most houses is complete and the construction of others is under way. The site of the current application is where the recreational facility and the associated parking and clubhouse were to be located in accordance with outline permission no. 12/04496/OUT and where the replacement landscaped area (or "landscaped open space" as it is described on both Plan P05 being the Proposed Site Layout published on the Planning Portal on 4th April 2016 and Plan P05 Rev Y being the Development Layout published on 3rd June 2016, on both of which it is the entire area left in white) was to be located in place of the recreational facility. It is the PC's contention that the granting of permission in respect of the current application, and the construction of the house in accordance with that permission, would render completion of the development permitted by permissions nos. 12/04496/OUT and 16/01372/VAR impossible. It is the PC's contention that those permissions, having been implemented, cannot now be abandoned. There is also an impact on those residents who purchased their properties before any revised planning application was submitted.

3. The importance of the provision of open space in connection with new housing developments is addressed in SAMDEV. In this regard, the PC would refer to, and rely on, the comments and observations at paragraph 4.1.2 of the Report of the Planning Officer who dealt with planning application no 16/01372/VAR. That Report was published on Shropshire Council's Planning Portal on 24th November 2016. The PC suggests that it would be inappropriate to remove any of the landscaped open space provided for in that planning application. In other words, the granting of planning permission for the current application would have the detrimental effect of removing the landscaped open space provided for by application no. 16/01372/VAR. 


4. Under Woore Neighbourhood Plan 2016 -2036 (now adopted) the following policies apply.
No 4 Consultation
4.7 When asked what residents like about living in Woore Parish, overwhelmingly the answer was the rural environment followed by the village amenities.     When asked what they didn’t like about living in the parish, the largest responses were the dislike of traffic, over development of housing, and the lack of amenities and facilities.    The main threats to the future of Woore Parish were seen to be the over development of housing, lack of infrastructure and increase in traffic, a lack of amenities and a lack of affordable housing.
4.8 When asked what development they would support, the main response was small scale business expansion, followed by small scale housing development, improved infrastructure, low cost housing, and better recreational facilities and amenities.  Respondents were asked what development they wouldn’t support.  The main response to this was large housing estates, industrial development and green field developments. 
4.9 Respondents were asked for their vision for the Parish of Woore, and the main responses were to retain the present rural character, have better amenities and a thriving community.
Community Facilities and Local Green Space Policies
9.9 This policy seeks to help deliver the NPPF aim of promoting healthy communities. Additionally, policy CS8 of the Shropshire Core Strategy (Facilities, Services and Infrastructure Provision) highlights the need to protect and enhance existing facilities, services and amenities that contribute to the quality of life of residents and visitors, in order to ensure safe and healthy communities where residents enjoy a high quality of life. 
9.11 The NPPF states that local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to identify for special protection green areas of particular importance to them. By designating land as Local Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new development other than in very special circumstances. 
9.13 Green spaces within the parish are an important part of its character and enhance the experience of living within the community.  The Big Questionnaire for Woore asked respondents whether they had any suggestions for green spaces that they would like to see designated as Local Green Spaces.
5. Shropshire Council’s current Local Plan (2006-2026) comprises of the Core Strategy (2011) and the Site Allocations and Management of Development of Adopted Plan (SAMDev 2015). 
Relevant Open Space policies within the Core Strategy (2011) include: 
Policy CS6 – Sustainable Design and Development Principles 
This policy promotes high quality design and sustainable development principles. The policy seeks to ensure that all development contributes to the health and wellbeing of communities, including safeguarding residential and local amenity and the achievement of local standards for the provision and quality of open space, sport and recreational facilities. 
Policy CS8 seeks to ensure the protection and enhancement of existing facilities and services that contribute to quality of life. Open space and green infrastructure is referenced in this policy. 
The policy seeks to identify, protect, enhance and connect Shropshire’s environmental assets to create a multifunctional network of natural and historic resources. 
Relevant Open Space policies within the SAMDev (2015) include: 
Policy MD1 : Scale and Distribution of Development 
Sets out the proposals for the sustainable development of settlements and the number of dwellings per settlement to be delivered by 2026. 
Policy MD2 : Sustainable Design 
This policy requires development to contribute to the local character and amenity of an area by enhancing, incorporating or recreating natural assets in accordance with policy MD12. 
The policy also considers the design of landscape and Open Space holistically as part of the whole development to provide safe, useable and well connected outdoor spaces, including natural and semi-natural features, and providing at least 30sqm of Open Space per person that meets local needs.  
We have had a lot of representations from our parishioners and ask that this application goes to committee rather than being decided at officer level.
Should this application be approved we ask that the CIL calculation be revisited as it would have been at a lower level due to the amount of green space and amenities in the original application.

Cllr H. Blake and Cllr M. Blake returned to the meeting.

19139 HS2
(1) To receive an update from Cllr Irwin.
The petition has been submitted and will be heard in late October, we can’t raise previous arguments, no matter how relevant. We will get to state our case and HS2 can then respond, we have no opportunity to counter there statements. Although a 5 year delay has been announced, HS2 are still expecting lorries to start coming through the parish in April, 10 a day from April to November and then increasing. Owen Paterson has invited the parish to a meeting in parliament tomorrow. We will discuss schedule 17. HS2 are raising lack of involvement from Shropshire Council. 

19140 SWAN CAR PARK
To review the Parish Council’s Options in relation to Swan Car park.
The parish need to understand the insurance liability from operating a car park.
There is a £43,000 CIL liability. Discussions on hand over of car park and improvement costs for a small sum and reduction in CIL liability. 11 car park spaces. Cllr Carter stated that the developer would have to incur the improvement costs anyway. The Bowling Club would still use the car park. He questioned whether we should get involved. We need to get the costs and then we can debate at a future meeting. Cllr Aldcroft said that he should be emailed with any proposal in relation to the CIL. Having found that the developer is trying to reduce the CIL payment it was unanimously resolved that under no circumstances should the CIL be reduced and that the clerk write to planning to inform them of this.

19141 CIL APPLICATION
To receive an update from the Vice Chairman concerning the progress on obtaining quotations.

The Vice Chairman reported that she had requested 3 quotations but the contractors have not responded yet as all have been very busy with work. Once received she will forward to the Chairman.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
19142 SKATE PARK
Councillor Carter to present proposal for a skate park in the parish.

Cllr Carter will make further enquiries so this item will be deferred to a future meeting.

19143 PARISH PRIDE AWARDS
To discuss the format of the Parish Pride Awards and to decide on awards for 2019.

We need to be aware of GDPR when handling the information requested. After discussion it was resolved to widen to community awards to not just youth with over and under 18 categories and to hold those awards annually.

19144 BT REMOVAL OF PAY PHONE BOXES CONSULTATION
To receive correspondence received by the Clerk.

The Councillors thought that there might be one phone box in the Parish in Onneley. It was agreed to wait for the formal consultation which will identify the exact location of the phone boxes that BT are intending to remove.

19145 Dog Litter Bins
To receive an update from the Clerk on Dog Litter Bins.

The litter bins are now in position. We are having to pay £115 per annum per bin for emptying. We are waiting for Nick Williams to inform the collection teams to empty the bins. The Chairman has spoken to the Collection Team and they have said they will empty on their next collection whether they are informed or not.

19146 Woore Parish Newsletter
To receive an update from Councillor Davies.

Cllr Davies reported that the Newsletter is virtually complete, with just a few typos to correct. We will then get them printed and distributed.

19147 CLERK’S REPORTS
To receive a report from the Clerk about the progress of resolutions from previous meetings.

The Clerk reported as follows.

AGAR – we have just received a satisfactory external audit report from PKF Littlejohn. With the purchase of the land in last financial year we have slipped into the next band up and the fee is £300 plus VAT. Following the meeting I will upload the necessary documents to the website.

Dog Waste Bins. The Dog Bins are now in place (at last). Still waiting for Nick Williams to confirm he is fully happy with siting and inform the collection team. Shropshire would not move on the cost for emptying of £115 plus VAT per bin per annum.

Street Lighting – Still waiting for definitive map from Shropshire, which they have told me that they are working on. I have chased again.

Congratulation letters have been sent to both Snape’s Bakery and the under 15’s Cricket Team.

Letters have been sent to residents in relation to a number of issues with hedges.

HS2 – Notice was put in local newspaper. We held the meeting on 12th August and have petitioned. Covered by another agenda item.

Planting - The Parish budgeted £3,000 including major work on the manor bed, which has been deferred. Our expenditure to date is £1,167, including a late invoice from Westholme for bulb planting of the barrels for £250 which relates to 2018/19. I have estimated that we will spend around a further £500 during this year and be well within the budget.

19148 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
It was unanimously resolved to approve the following cheques for payment:

	1.
	B. M. Morris (July and August)
	

	
	i Salary (net of income tax of £95.37) 
	£762.96

	
	ii Expenses
	£59.66 

	
	iii Mileage (net of income tax of £6.64)
	£106.14

	
	Iv Sundry
	£272.22

	
	TOTAL
	£1,200.98

	2.
	HMRC
	£197.70

	3.
	Richard White (Lengthsman work in July)
	£60.00

	4.
	Michael Cowey (Dog Bin Fittings)
	£13.97

	5.
	Shropshire Council (SALC Training)
	£65.00

	6.
	PKF Littlejohn (External Audit)
	£360.00

	7.
	G. Irwin (Rail Tickets)
	£157.20

	8.
	Tony Seabridge (Grass Cutting, etc)
	£1,038.00





19149 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
The clerk reported that all the correspondence for the period from 2nd July 2019 to 2nd September 2019 had been forwarded to Councillors.
The meeting closed at 8:30pm.

DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
October 14th and November 11th (both @ 7.30pm) 



Signed………………………………………..(Chair)
Dated 14th October 2019
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