


[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF WOORE PARISH COUNCIL
Monday 14th December 2015
Held at Woore Victory Hall
 
PRESENT:
Cllr M. Blake (Vice Chairman and Chairman of this Meeting), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr. H. Blake, Cllr S. Clifford, Cllr M. Cowey, Cllr J. Higgin, Cllr H. Lightfoot and Cllr F. Woodcock.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Ms C. Bedson and Ms S. Tyson (Tree and Footpath Wardens) and Miss S. Pimlott, Clerk to the Parish Council (the PC).  
 
PUBLIC
Four members of public, Mr P. Hawkins, Mr C. Jeffries, Mr R. Rigby and one other attended the meeting.

15153 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Chairman, Cllr M. Moore, and Cllr A. Ford apologised for being unable to attend for business and personal reasons respectively. Shropshire Councillor J. Cadwallader also apologised for being unable to attend as he was engaged on SC business. All the apologies were accepted. In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman, Cllr M. Blake, presided as Chairman at the meeting. References hereafter in these Minutes to the Chairman are to Cllr M. Blake.

15154 DECLARATIONS OF ANY PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Cllr Lightfoot raised a pecuniary and / or personal interest in respect of Agenda Item 1517 (5).

15155 OPEN FORUM 
It was proposed that Standing Orders be suspended for the duration of Agenda Item 15155. This was agreed and the Chairman declared the Open Forum open. The following matters were raised: 
I. Mr Jeffries raised the issue of the recycling bins on the Swann Car Park. He acknowledged Cllr Woodcock’s recent efforts in removing the rubbish at the Site. The problem was that this was a continuing issue. Mr Jeffries suggested that the PC should take responsibility for the problem and arrange for the Lengthsman to routinely check the site and, if necessary, clear the site on a regular basis.
II. Mr Hawkins said that, earlier in the day, he had emailed the Clerk to notify her that a road sign had been knocked over on the traffic island at Pipe Gate for the third time this year. He suggested that the traffic island should be reduced in size to prevent the sign being knocked over again. The Clerk said that she had sent Mr Hawkins’s email to SC that afternoon.
III. Mr Jeffries said that the Motor Vehicle Activated Sign (MVAS) was facing northwards rather than, as usual, southwards. The Chairman said that this was deliberate.
IV. Mr Rigby said that the manhole covers which he had been waiting to be repaired since March had still not been repaired. He pointed out that a further manhole cover was now in disrepair.

15156 TO APPROVE AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 9TH NOVEMBER 2015
The Clerk raised an error which she had made in the Draft Minutes. The date at the top of the Draft Record of Voting reads 12th October 2015 when it should have read 9th November 2015. The Council resolved to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of 12th October, subject to that amendment. 

15157 TO DISCUSS MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES AND NOT INCLUDED IN THE AGENDA
1. Neighbourhood Plan (15144(1)). In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Clifford reported that the Woore Planning Working Group had met again on 7th December 2015. The Group had decided to call the Group working on the Neighbourhood Plan the Woore Neighbourhood Planning Team in order to distinguish it from Woore PC’s Planning Working Group which would continue to meet and carry out its own functions. Prior to the meeting, Mr West had helpfully prepared a flyer about the Neighbourhood Plan which will be distributed with the next Parish Newsletter.  The Team was proposing to hold a public meeting about the Neighbourhood Plan at the Victory Hall in 11th March 2016. Nicola Fisher of SC had agreed to give a presentation at that meeting. If, in March, it transpired that there was a shortage of parishioner volunteers with different skills to carry out the work required to produce the Plan, then that would probably lead to a decision not to proceed with the Plan
2. Bins on Swan Public House car park (15144(2)). Following the Open Forum discussion about this matter, Cllr Woodcock proposed that the Lengthsman’s duties be revised so as to require him to check periodically the recycling bins and, on those periodic checks, to remove any rubbish which had accumulated next to the bins. It was resolved that the Clerk should make the necessary arrangements for this.
3. Manhole covers on the A51 southbound carriage way between Woore and Irelands Cross (15144(3)). The Clerk noted Mr Rigby’s confirmation that the defective covers still had not been replaced. The Clerk said that she would follow this up again before the next meeting.
4. 15/01050/FUL - Barns at Oak Farm, Dorrington Lane, Woore. Conversion of two barns to form three dwellings (15144(5)) The Clerk confirmed that she had written to SC to express the PC’s concern that SC had ignored the PC, Loggerheads PC and a local resident, all of whom had commented that the application should be used as a basis for securing the creation of a pavement between Ireland’s Cross and Knighton. The Clerk circulated a copy of her letter to SC.
5. Section 106 Agreement, Phoenix Field (15144(6)). Cllr Lightfoot left the meeting whilst the Clerk reported that SC had still had not responded to the PC’s Freedom of Information (FOI) request. At the conclusion of the debate, it was resolved that the Clerk should complain to the Information Commissioner if SC had not responded to the PC’s FOI request by Friday 18th December 2015. Cllr Lightfoot returned to the meeting at the conclusion of the debate.
6. St Leonard’s Play Area and Adult Exercise Area behind Woore Victory Hall (15144(7)). The Clerk advised that the Groundsman had made good the concrete square adjacent to the Adult Exercise equipment, covered the concrete area with pea shingle and erected a post and two rail fence.  
The Clerk reported that a complaint had been received from the owner of the paddock behind the exercise equipment at the end of the Victory Hall car park. The PC requested that the Clerk should manage the complaint.
The Clerk also reported that the Groundsman was hoping to remove the defective fencing on the left hand side of the children’s play area (as you look in from the road). He was hoping to complete the works before Christmas. The Clerk said that she had asked the Groundsman to give the oldest piece of equipment in the centre of the playground a thorough clean in the spring. 
7. Woore Community Action Day at the Victory Hall on 14th November 2015 (15149). The Clerk reported that the day had been organised by Police Constable Michael Sturland. It was the first such event. There were various stalls manned by the Police and a number of other organisations. Cllr Woodcock and Cllr Allison both reported back on the Action Day and the Clerk circulated a list of the issues which parishioners had raised with the Clerk and Cllr Woodcock. The Chairman had also attended in the morning. During the morning, which was blessed with good weather, there was a steady flow of people visiting the stalls. At lunchtime, it had started to rain heavily and numbers dropped off. The event had petered out mid-afternoon.
During the event, the Police carried out traffic enforcement. Mr Rigby reported that approximately 6 cars were stopped for speeding. The Police had expressed surprise at the speed of the traffic travelling through the parish.
The Clerk’s husband had accompanied PC Sturland on a walk around Woore which corroborated the concerns parishioners had expressed to Cllr Woodcock that dog fouling and litter were problems in Gravenhunger Lane. PC Sturland had also noted that the road markings on the cross roads in the centre of Woore badly needed repainting.
The feedback from those attending was that the day was successful. In terms of lessons learnt, the consensus was that the event needed to be arranged in future well before the event so as to ensure that village organisations, such a Neighbourhood Watch, could participate. The event also needed more advance publicity to ensure that as many members of the public as possible were aware of the event.

15158 Planning
1. 15/04397/REM Approval of Reserved Matters (access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) pursuant to planning permission 13/02698/OUT (Plots 1 – 10). Land West of London Road Woore.
Cllr Allison confirmed that Professor Brunt’s comments about the proposals were already on SC’s website. She had been able to discuss the application with Mr Lindop and Mr and Mrs Forsyth who live close to the proposed site. 
The views in respect of this second application mirrored the concerns raised in respect of the first application, namely:
· Highway Safety. There should only be one access road to the development, not three as proposed.
· The footpath should be on the far side of the road from the development. The proposed footpath only leads past the new houses and terminates at the boundary of Mr and Mrs Forsyth’s property. A footpath on the other side of the road could continue to Knighton.
· The hedge would not need removing if there was only one access road to all the houses and the footpath was on the other side of the road.
· The developer removing the two oaks on the site.

             There followed a lengthy discussion about the application. Cllr Lightfoot pointed out that      
the original outline permission application plan showed only one access road. Cllr Woodcock was unhappy with the proposed drainage plans. All the Cllrs were unhappy with the current application. 

             It was resolved that the PC would object to the application on the same grounds                   
submitted by the PC in August 2015, emphasising the dissatisfaction with the proposed site of the footpath and concerns about the drainage. 

2. 15/04881/FUL Change of use of stable block to provide new clubhouse for tennis club. Land to the west of London Road, Woore.
Cllr H Blake reported that the owners of Middle House were away when she called. The other neighbours were aware of the application. No objections to the proposal were raised with Cllr H Blake. The PC resolved to support the application. 

3. 15/04925FUL Erection of single storey extension, Moss View, Gravenhunger Woore.
Cllr Woodcock reported that that he had called and left letters about the application with the immediate neighbours. Mrs Lawton and Mrs Mitchell, together with Cllr Woodcock, had looked from the road at the application site. The site is completely obscured by the existing hedge. None of the neighbours had raised any objections to the application with Cllr Woodcock. The PC resolved to support the application. 

15159 Representatives’ Reports
· The Tree and Path Wardens - The PC was informed that the Wardens had received a complaint about the state of the footpath on Phoenix Field. The complaint had been referred to SC. One of SC’s Rights of Way officers had visited and checked the footpath twice. The SC officer was satisfied with the state of the footpath, given that it was winter and the weather had been very wet. 
· Movable Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS) - The Chairman reported that when the term ended at Woore Primary School the MVAS would be erected on Audlem Road, now that the new 30 mph speed limit for that stretch of road has come into force. The Chairman confirmed that he had obtained (at nil cost to the PC) the extra brackets which would be needed for fixing MVAS to the lighting columns. 
· Woore Victory Hall -  Cllr H Blake advised there was nothing to report.
· Shropshire Council Market Drayton and Rural Area Local Joint Committee Working Group Meeting – Cllr Clifford had prepared a written report about this meeting which had been circulated to all Clls, with the Agenda, prior to the PC meeting. Cllrs Cowey and Lightfoot had also both attended. It was reported that the meeting had discussed SC’s Big Conversation, the purpose of which was for SC to seek the views of people living in Shropshire in respect of their service priorities, for the financial years 2015/16 – 2020/21, given the reduction in funding for the SC. Members of the public were being asked to complete a survey. Cllr Clifford had asked for the closing date for completion of the survey. Those fronting the meeting had been uncertain when the consultation period would end. SC’s website now showed 4th January 2016 as the closing date. It was agreed that it was too late for the PC to be able to provide a formal response. It was further agreed that individual Cllrs who completed the survey would identify that they were PC Cllrs.
· Shropshire Association of Local Councils North Shropshire Area Committee (SALC) – Cllr Higgins reported that that she had attended a meeting of SALC on 7th December 2015. The Meeting had received presentations from SC in respect of public rights of way in Shropshire and traffic management in the North of Shropshire. The meeting had also considered SC’s Big Conversation. A report was presented in respect of SALC’s proposed governance arrangements which would be considered at the next SALC meeting.
· Woore United Charities – Cllr Higgins reported that she had attended a meeting of the trustees of this organisation. Cllr Higgins explained that it operates to support elderly people and children in the Parish. For example, some of the elderly in the Parish had been given a small cash bonus to help with Christmas.
15160 Governance Procedures
The Clerk briefly explained the requirements of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities published by the Department for Communities and Local Government in December 2014 and it was noted that the Clerk had made an application on the PC’s behalf for a grant to enable the PC to comply with that Code. It was further noted that it was likely that SC would be withdrawing/forced to withdraw from Shrop Net, the SC website provided for Parish Councils and that this would mean that the PC would need to set up a new website for itself. The Clerk reported that she and the Chairman would shortly be attending a Website Training course run by SC and that this course might assist with the establishment of a new website for the PC. It was resolved to authorise the Clerk to purchase the PC’s website domain name.
The Clerk further reported about the new audit services which had been procured by, amongst others, the National Association of Local Councils and which would be operative for the financial year 2017-18 onwards. It was resolved that the PC should adopt the new audit services.     
15161 Council Tax Precept Information
The Clerk reported that SC has yet to publish its precept information and that she expected to receive it on or around 18th December. The Parish Council will need to meet on 11th January 2016 to set its precept. It was agreed that the Agenda for the January meeting would, if possible, be restricted to consideration of the precept and any new planning applications.
15162 War Memorial

The Chairman advised that, when laying the wreath at the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday, he noticed that the Memorial would benefit from a clean. The PC resolved that a quotation should be obtained for the cleaning of the Memorial.


15163 Payment of Accounts.
S.H. Pimlott
I.  Salary                                                                            £360.49
II.      Expenses                                                                         £89.30
2.  Inland Revenue                                                                    £72.10
3.  City Signs (Midlands) Limited                                              £45.54
4.  British Legion                                                                       £50.00

The Council resolved to pay the above accounts.
                                
15164 Clerk’s Correspondence
The correspondence circulated by the Clerk prior to and at the meeting and referred to in the Agenda was noted.

Date of Next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 11th January 2016 at 7.15 pm

The Meeting closed at 10.15 pm.


RECORD OF VOTING FOR WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14th DECEMBER 2015

	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15153
	Resolved to accept the apologies of the absent Parish Councillors and of SC Councillor Cadwallader.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Clifford
Second: Blake M
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15155 
	Resolved to suspend Standing Orders for the Open Forum.  
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	Prop: Clifford
Second: Blake M
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	








	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15156
	Resolved to adopt the minutes of the meeting of 9th November 2015, subject to one amendment as described in the Minutes.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	Prop: Clifford
Second: Woodcock
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
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	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
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	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	




	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15157(2)
	Resolved that the Clerk should make arrangements for the Lengthsman’s duties to be revised upon the terms set out in the Minutes.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	Prop: Woodcock
Second: Clifford
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15157(5) 
	Resolved that the Clerk should complain to the Information Commissioner if SC had not responded to the PC’s FOI request by Friday 18th December 2015.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Blake M
Second: Woodcock
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15158(1)
	Resolved to object to this planning application on the basis set out in the Minutes. 
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	Prop: Clifford
Second: Lightfoot
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15158(2)
	Resolved to support this planning application.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	Prop: Blake M
Second: Blake H
	
	Allison
	
	
	X

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	
	
	X



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15158(3)
	Resolved to support this planning application.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	Prop: Clifford
Second: Cowey 
	
	Allison
	
	
	X

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	
	
	X



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15160
	Resolved to authorise the Clerk to purchase a domain name for the PC’s new website.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Clifford
Second: Blake M
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	





	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15160
	Resolved to adopt the new audit services referred to in the Minutes.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Clifford
Second: Blake M
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15162
	Resolved to obtain a quotation for the cleaning of the War Memorial. 

	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Woodcock
Second: Lightfoot 
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	





	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15163
	Resolved to pay the accounts listed in the minutes.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	Prop: Woodcock
Second: Lightfoot
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
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	Woodcock
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Signed: ……………………         
Malcolm Blake       
Chairman of the Meeting held on 14th December 2015
Dated: …………………….


1519

