


MINUTES OF WOORE PARISH COUNCIL
Monday 9th November 2015
Held at Woore Victory Hall
 
PRESENT:
Cllr M. Moore (Chairman), Cllr M. Blake (Vice Chairman), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr S. Clifford, Cllr A. Ford, Cllr J. Higgin, Cllr H. Lightfoot and Cllr F. Woodcock.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Shropshire Cllr J Cadwallader, Ms C. Bedson and Ms S. Tyson (Tree and Footpath Wardens) and Miss S. Pimlott, Clerk to the Parish Council (the PC).  
 
PUBLIC
Two members of the public, Ms A Joyce, Chair of Woore Tennis Club, and Mr R. Rigby, attended the                                 meeting.

15140 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs H. Blake and M. Cowey apologised for being unable to attend for personal reasons. Their apologies were accepted. 

15141 DECLARATIONS OF ANY PECUNIARY INTERESTS
There were no declarations.

15142 OPEN FORUM 
It was proposed that Standing Orders be suspended for the duration of Agenda Item 15142. This was agreed and the Chairman declared the Open Forum open.

Ms Joyce said that Woore Tennis Club’s new facilities had now been completed. Use of the new facilities will start on 29th November 2015 and the Club will have an official opening of those facilities in spring 2016. All the organisations and individuals who had helped the Club to deliver the new facilities, including the PC, will be invited to the opening. Ms Joyce said that, in the last five or six weeks, the Club had received 40 new applications for membership, about a dozen of which were from teenagers. The Chairman asked how many of the applications were from people living in the Parish. Ms Joyce estimated that about two thirds lived in the Parish and a third lived outside the Parish. Ms Joyce volunteered to provide further statistics for the next meeting. She said that the Club was open to the public and invited those who had not yet visited to see the new facilities to call in and view them. Finally, Ms Joyce mentioned that the new fencing between the Victory Hall and the Club had been reinstated and that both the Club and the Victory Hall were happy with the new fencing.

15143 TO APPROVE AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 12th OCTOBER 2015
Cllr Clifford raised an inaccuracy in the Draft Minutes and Record of Voting in respect of Agenda Item 15129 (2). He said that the words in the Draft Minutes and Record of Voting “not to object to” should be replaced by the words “to support”. The Council resolved to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of 12th October, subject to that amendment. 

15144 TO DISCUSS MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES AND NOT INCLUDED IN THE AGENDA
1. Neighbourhood Plan. The Vice Chairman and Cllr Clifford reported on the recent meeting between members of the Parish Council’s Planning Working Group (the Vice Chairman and Cllr Clifford), parishioners Professor Jacobs and Mr West and members of Audlem Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (ANPSG). The purpose of the meeting was for Woore to learn from Audlem Parish Council’s experience in drafting its Neighbourhood Plan.  The members of the ANPSG identified the crucial importance of parishioner involvement in the process. They said that, rather than one group attempting to do everything, it was vital to allocate different tasks to different, appropriately skilled working groups and to use the services of important groups within the parish to provide help with consultative and administrative tasks. The ANPSG also said that it was necessary to be able to call on the expertise of professionals. In their case, the Neighbourhood Planning Officer at Cheshire East Council and Cheshire Community Action had both provided invaluable expertise. The services of the latter and other costs incurred in creating the Plan had been met from funds provided by local and central government.
The Vice Chairman said that the Woore Planning Working Group would meet again at the Victory Hall on 18th November.
The Cllrs requested the Clerk to write to Audlem Parish Council to thank the members of the ANPSG who had visited Woore for sparing their time to attend the recent meeting. 
2. Bins on Swan Public House car park (15126). The Clerk advised that she had yet to contact SC. She has visited the site twice and, on each occasion, she had observed two black bin bags and a cardboard box leaning against one of SC’s large metal recycling skips. Cllr Woodcock volunteered to remove the offending items. 
3. Manhole covers on the A51 southbound carriage way between Woore and Irelands Cross (15126). The Clerk said that she understood from Mr Rigby that these defective covers still had not been replaced. The Clerk said that she would follow this up prior to the next meeting. SC Cllr Cadwallader said that he would also take this matter up with SC’s Highways Department.
4. 15/03914/FUL – Erection of first floor extension, installation of dormer and balcony and general alterations at Green Gables, Gravenhunger Lane, Woore (15129(2)). The Clerk reported that SC had granted planning permission for the proposed development.
5. 15/01050/FUL - Barns at Oak Farm, Dorrington Lane, Woore. Conversion of two barns to form three dwellings (15062). The Clerk reported SC had granted planning permission in respect of this application. The PC, Loggerheads Parish Council and a local resident had all commented that the application should be used as a basis for securing the creation of a pavement between Ireland’s Cross and Knighton. The Clerk said that the planning permission had not required the creation of a pavement or secured finance to assist in the provision of such a pavement. It was resolved that the Clerk was requested to write to SC to express the PC’s disappointment that an opportunity to improve pavements in the vicinity of this development may have been missed.
6. Section 106 Agreement, Phoenix Field (15113). Both the Chairman and Cllr Lightfoot left the meeting whilst the Clerk reported that, as requested, she had written to SC to say that SC’s response to the PC’s Freedom of Information (FOI) Request was inadequate. SC was now undertaking a review of its FOI response and that review was supposed to be completed by 25th November. SC Cllr J Cadwallader informed the PC that he had also taken this matter up with SC’s FOI Department and with the Solicitor to the Council. Following Cllr Cadwallader’s comments, both the Chairman and Cllr Lightfoot returned to the meeting.
7. St Leonard’s Play Area and Adult Exercise Area behind Woore Victory Hall (15130). The Clerk said that she had met with SC’s Playground Officer (the PO) and they had visited both areas. The PO, who had not visited the Play Area before, checked the Area and the play equipment there. He confirmed the findings of the RoSPA Safety Report that the sections of the fence on the left side of the area, looking in from the entrance, should be removed and that part of the fence closest to the Parish Notice Board required some minor works. The Clerk said that the Groundsman will attend to the necessary remedial works. She reported that the PO had checked all the equipment and carried out a number of minor repairs to it. Most of the equipment was fairly new and in good repair but the PO would be trying to order some replacement parts for the slide and climbing frame. He had advised that an annual check of the site and play equipment, immediately before the yearly RoSPA report, would suffice. As regards the Adult Exercise Area, the PO had said that the equipment there is safely sited and the equipment robust. The PO had again suggested a check before the annual RoSPA report. The PO said that the concrete square adjacent to the equipment did not pose any problems but the loose rubble could be removed, any holes filled with concrete and chippings or gravel spread on the prepared surface. The PO had also indicated that the Area needed fencing on three sides due to the drop beyond the proposed fencing. The PO had advised the Clerk that he would speak to his manager to see whether SC would be prepared to carry out the yearly maintenance visits to both areas.
8. Donation to St Leonard’s Parish Church (15132). The Clerk reported that she had written to the Church Treasurer enclosing a copy of the PC’s Donation Policy and a Donation Application Form. She had sent both the Vicar and Capt. Wood copies of her letter.

15145 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
· The Tree and Path Wardens – Ms Bedson advised she and Ms Tyson had nearly finished walking all the recreational footpaths in the Parish. Almost all the footpaths walked, and the stiles located on them, were in reasonable order. The only issue was that one stile was missing. However, there was a gap where the stile should have been so the absence of the stile did not prevent the footpath being walked.
Cllr Allison thanked Ms Tyson and Ms Bedson for their invaluable assistance in planning the route for the Parish Walk and in walking the route with her in advance of the Parish Walk. Unfortunately, no one had attended the Parish Walk. On reflection, Cllr Allison considered that the starting point was unsatisfactory. For the next walk, she was thinking of starting where there was good parking and offering some refreshment at the conclusion of the walk. Cllr Allison also thought that perhaps the Walk was not advertised far enough in advance and widely enough. Ms Tyson suggested adverting the walk on the Woore Facebook page. Cllr Allison said that the next Parish Walk, on 19th December, would go ahead. She was hopeful that the introduction of some of the changes which she had mentioned would bring people out to walk. 
· Movable Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS) – The Vice Chairman reported that he had met Mr Gradwell of SC on 2nd November. Mr Gradwell was not happy that the process of erecting MVAS on either the stretch of road from Candle Lane towards Audlem or on the A51 going towards Bridgemere could be carried out safely. As a safe alternative, Mr Gradwell suggested that permanent signs, rather than MVAS, could be erected on those stretches of road to record the speed of passing vehicles.  The Vice Chairman also reported that a couple of lighting columns by the Village Green had been identified as suitable locations for MVAS and MVAS could be erected there once the new speed limit for that stretch of road came into force. The Vice Chairman said that he would attempt to procure the extra brackets which would be needed for fixing MVAS to the lighting columns. Further lighting columns along the A51 from Woore to Pipe Gate had also been identified as suitable for MVAS and one of those columns, near the Garden Centre at Ireland’s Cross, had since had MVAS installed on it.  
· SC Cllr J Cadwallader reported that, along with Cllr Cowey, he had attended a public meeting about bus services held at Market Drayton on 7th November. The current absence of any public transport in Woore was discussed. Cllr Cadwallader said that a Shropshire Council consultation about transport is about to close and he suggested that the PC should make a submission as part of that consultation process. The Chairman and Vice Chairman agreed to prepare such a submission. Cllr Cadwallader also said that, via Twitter, SC was carrying out a consultation about the future of library service and the funding of Wi-Fi centres in communities. It was noted that a mobile library currently stops at Grove Lane for two hours every other Friday. It was suggested that the Victory Hall might be a suitable location as a Wi-Fi centre. Cllr Cadwallader said that SC was encouraging the public to express their views on how funding should be used as part of the Big Conversation.
· Woore Victory Hall – In the absence of Cllr H Blake, there was nothing to report.
15146 MEETINGS 2016 
The Cllrs resolved that the PC’s meetings would continue to take place on the second Monday of every month, except January and August, unless events meant that meetings became necessary in January and August and thus that the dates for the meetings in 2016 would be (11th January), 8th February, 14th March, 11th April, 9th May, 13th June,11th July, (15th August),12th September, 10th October,14th November and 12th December.
15147 GOVERNANCE PROCEDURES
There was a discussion about the replacement of the PC’s existing Standing Orders. It was resolved that the PC should, in place of the PC’s existing Standing Orders, adopt the 2013 National Association of Local Council’s Standing Orders subject to:
1. the amendments set out in the Notes re Standing Orders circulated by the Clerk prior to the meeting, save as follows:
· E. Page 180 at (i) where the second of the two alternatives given should be used; and
· O. Page 191 at (b) where the first of the two alternatives given should be used but with the additional wording at the end thereof: “except where a Cllr has notified the Clerk that he wishes to be served with the summons by email, provided any such email contains the electronic signature and title of the Proper Officer.” 
2. Standing Order 3(e) being amended by adding the following words at the end: “provided that a resolution is passed permitting that to occur”.
It was further resolved that the Standing Orders in respect of financial governance adopted at the Parish Council Meeting on 9th March 2015 (15022) should stand, pending further review, as the PC’s financial regulations for the purpose of Standing Order 18 of the new Standing Orders, but with the following addition to those regulations:
“That contracts for the supply of goods and / or services to the value of:
£0-500 should be entered into at the discretion of the Chairman and Vice Chairman and Clerk;
Over £500 but less than £1500 should be entered into by resolution of the Council upon receipt of a written quotation; and
Over £1500 should be entered into by resolution of the Council upon receipt of three written quotations.
provided that the said provisions should not relate to contracts for the supply of electricity or other utilities and to contracts for the supply of specialist services such as those provided by solicitors, accountants, surveyors and planning consultants.”   
15148 TRAINING FOR COUNCILLORS
(1) It was resolved that all the Cllrs should attend the Shropshire Association of Local Council’s courses “Fundamentals for Councillors” and “Good Conduct for Councillors”.
(2) It was further resolved that the travel costs incurred by Cllrs in travelling to courses and on other authorised PC business should be met by the PC. 
15149 COMMUNITY ACTION DAY WOORE VICTORY HALL 14TH NOVEMBER 2015

The Clerk volunteered to attend the Community Action Day (between 10.00 am and noon) for the PC. It was resolved that the PC should pay the Clerk overtime for the time she spent travelling to, from and at the event.

15150 FENCING (A) BETWEEN THE VICTORY HALL CAR PARK AND TENNIS CLUB AND BETWEEN THAT CAR PARK AND OTHER ADJACENT LAND AND (B) AT ST LEONARD’S PLAY AREA

It was resolved that the PC should accept the Groundsman’s quote to erect the post and two rail fence around the Adult Exercise Area and to level, infill and cover the concrete square adjacent to that Area and to carry out the fencing works at the St Leonard’s Play Area.  

15151 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
S.H. Pimlott
I.  Salary                                                                            £360.49
II.      Expenses                                                                         £89.30
2.  Inland Revenue                                                                    £72.10
3.  City Signs (Midlands) Limited                                              £45.54
4.  British Legion                                                                       £50.00

The Council resolved to pay the above accounts.
                                
15152 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
The correspondence circulated by the Clerk prior to the meeting and referred to in the Agenda was noted.

Date of Next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 14th December 2015 at 7.15 pm

The Meeting closed at 10.15 pm.


RECORD OF VOTING FOR WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 9th NOVEMBER 2015

	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15140
	Resolved to accept the apologies of the absent Parish Councillors.
	Moore
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	Prop: Clifford
Second: Moore 
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15142 
	Resolved to suspend Standing Orders for the Public Forum.  
	Moore
	X
	
	

	Prop: Clifford
Second: Moore
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	








	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15143
	Resolved to adopt the minutes of the meeting of 12th October 2015, subject to one amendment as described in the Minutes.
	Moore
	X
	
	

	Prop: Clifford
Second: M. Blake
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15144(5)
	Resolved that the Clerk was requested to write to Shropshire Council to express the Parish Council’s disappointment that an opportunity to improve pavements in the vicinity of this development may have been missed.
	Moore
	X
	
	

	Prop: Moore
Second: Woodcock
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15146
	Resolved that the Council’s meetings would continue to take place on the second Monday of every month, except January and August, unless events meant that meetings became necessary in January and August.
	Moore
	X
	
	

	Prop: Clifford
Second: Woodcock
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	




	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15147
	It was resolved (i) that the Council should, in place of its existing Standing Orders, adopt the 2013 National Association of Local Council’s Standing Orders subject to the amendments set out in the Minutes and (ii) that the Standing Orders in respect of financial governance adopted at the Parish Council Meeting on 9th March 2015 (15022) should stand, pending further review, as the PC’s financial regulations for the purpose of Standing Order 18 of the new Standing Orders, but with the addition set out in the Minutes.
	Moore
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	Prop: Clifford
Second: Woodcock 
	
	Allison
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	Blake M
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	Ford
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	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15148 (1)
	Resolved that all the Cllrs should attend the Shropshire Association of Local Council’s courses “Fundamentals for Councillors” and “Good Conduct for Councillors”.
	Moore
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
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	Prop: Woodcock
Second: M. Blake
	
	Blake M
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	Clifford
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	Ford
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	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15148 (2)
	Resolved that the travel costs incurred by Cllrs in travelling to courses and on other authorised Council business should be met by the Council. 

	Moore
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: M. Blake
Second: Woodcock
	
	Blake M
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	Clifford
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	Ford
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	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	













	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15149
	Resolved that the PC should pay the Clerk overtime for the time she spent travelling to, from and at the Community Action Day.
	Moore
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Moore
Second: Woodcock
	
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Clifford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Lightfoot
	X
	
	

	
	
	Woodcock
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15150
	Resolved to accept the Groundsman’s quote to erect the post and two rail fence around the Adult Exercise Area and to level, infill and cover the concrete square adjacent to that Area and to carry out the fencing works at the St Leonard’s Play Area.  
	Moore
	X
	
	

	Prop: Clifford
Second:
Woodcock 
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	Higgin
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	Woodcock
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	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	15151
	To pay the accounts listed in the minutes.
	Moore
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	Prop: Woodcock
Second: Lightfoot
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	Blake M
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Signed: ……………………         
Malcolm Blake       
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