MINUTES OF WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 11th July 2016
Held at Woore Victory Hall


PRESENT:
Cllr M. Moore (Chairman), Cllr M. Blake (Vice Chairman), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr K. Chell (from the time of her co-option as Councillor), Cllr S. Clifford, Cllr M. Cowey and Cllr A. Ford.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Ms C. Bedson (Tree and Footpath Warden) and Miss S. Pimlott, Clerk to the Parish Council (PC).  
 
PUBLIC
4 members of the public, Mrs K. Chell (until the time of her co-option as Councillor), Mr P. Hawkins, Mr C. Jeffries and Mr A. Moran attended the meeting.
15242 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs H. Blake, Higgin and Lightfoot apologised for being unable to attend for personal reasons. Shropshire Council (SC) Cllr Cadwallader also apologised for being unable to attend for personal reasons.

15243 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS
There were no declarations of pecuniary interests. The Chairman advised that he had a non-pecuniary interest in the forthcoming Agenda Item 15252 and that he would retire from the meeting when that Item was under discussion.
15244 OPEN FORUM
1. Agenda Items – Mr Moran raised the planning application 16/02673/FUL being dealt with under Agenda Item 15248. Mr Moran said that he lived at Loxley House, next door to 2 Ash Mount. His main concern was that the size of the proposed extension at 2 Ash Mount might result in a reduction of the angle of sight from his own windows beyond the 45 degrees which he believed planning regulations gave him the right to retain. He was also concerned that the insertion of the new windows at 2 Ash Mount would result in that property overlooking both his own house and garden and the house and garden on the other side of 2 Ash Mount, Arlington House, affecting their privacy. The plans attached to the application did not show the different levels of the three houses and the lines of sight from the new windows into both his own house and garden and also into Arlington House. It might be the case that his house and garden, which are lower than 2 Ash Mount, would be unaffected. Arlington House, however, is higher than 2 Ash Mount and its first floor windows may become overlooked because of the additional dormer window in the proposed extension.
2. Other Items – No other items were raised.
15245 TO APPROVE AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF 13TH JUNE 2016 AND 4TH JULY 2016
The Cllrs resolved to approve the above Minutes.
15246 CO-OPTION OF A PARISH COUNCILLOR (15075)
The Clerk reminded the Cllrs that Kathleen Chell of 2, Blaizefield Close, Woore CW3 9SU was the only applicant for the Parish Councillor vacancy. She said that Mrs Chell had provided an email setting out her previous experience and the reasons why she wanted to be a Cllr. It was resolved that Mrs Chell should be permitted to address the Meeting. Mrs Chell read out her email and she was asked some additional questions by Cllrs. By means of a secret ballot, it was resolved unanimously that Mrs Chell be co-opted as a Parish Councillor. The Chairman congratulated Mrs Chell on her appointment as Cllr. Mrs Chell read out her Declaration of Acceptance of Office and then joined the other Cllrs for the rest of the meeting.



15253 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS (part)
In the exercise of his discretion, the Chairman said that part of this Agenda Item, namely the Tree and Path Wardens’ report, should be dealt with at this stage of the Meeting. Ms Bedson reported that:
· She had met with the contractor who would be carrying out the works to the trees and hedges on the Village Green. He had confirmed that the large sycamore would be felled, the smaller sycamore tree and hedge coppiced and the ivy on the poles on and opposite the Village Green removed. These works would be carried out in the autumn. In future, necessary maintenance works to the trees and hedge would be carried out by the contractor.
He had also indicated that he would honour the previous contractor’s promise to supply 2 or 3 trees to replace the felled sycamore tree.
· A request to provide a ramp to replace the steps on the short path between Blaizefield Close and Cherry Tree Lane had been received. Ms Bedson said that she had passed the request on to Mr Morgan, SC’s Rights of Way Officer. He had agreed to visit and advise what might be suitable for the site and said that he would check to see what grants, if any, might be available.

Cllr Clifford informed the Meeting that the hedges on either side of the footpath from the Swan Public House to the Village Green required cutting back.  Cllr Ford kindly agreed to assist the Tree and Path Wardens in cutting back those hedges.

Cllr Ford raised an issue about a stile which he thought needed replacing with a gate. Ms Bedson agreed to see if SC were still able to provide stiles, gates etc for the Parish to fit where necessary. Ms Bedson said that she and Ms Tyson already had a list of improvements, similar to that suggested by Cllr Ford, which required attention. It was agreed she would forward the list to the Clerk.

15248 PLANNING
In the exercise of his discretion, the Chairman said that this Agenda Item should be dealt with at this stage of the Meeting and that consideration of planning application 16/02673/FUL should be dealt with before application 16/02342/OUT.

1. Planning application 16/02673/FUL being an application for the erection of a two storey rear extension and detached double garage and alterations to facilitate conversion of integral garage to residential accommodation; external alterations to include insertion of windows, rooflights and dormer window at 2 Ash Mount, Woore CW3 9RJ. Cllr Clifford was the Lead Cllr on this application. He said that he had visited Arlington and Loxley Houses and 10 Ash Mount. The owners of Arlington House and Loxley House did not object to the erection of the garages. The development of Loxley House, in the garden of 2 Ash Mount, prevented the owners of 2 Ash Mount from accessing their existing integral garage. The planning permission for Loxley House was conditional on the removal of the integral garage door and the clear glass windows on the south west elevation, overlooking Loxley House, being replaced by opaque glass. These conditions were never implemented. Both the owners of Arlington and Loxley houses did not object in principle to the proposed extension but were concerned about the proposed plans for the new windows in that extension which may look directly into their houses and gardens and thereby impinge upon their privacy. It was resolved that the PC should support this planning application subject to there being raised with SC the concerns about the new windows in the proposed extension at 2 Ash Mount overlooking neighbouring properties as mentioned above.

2. On a response to planning application 16/02342/OUT being an outline application for the erection of two detached dwellings, to include access, at proposed residential development land north west of Woodfield, off Audlem Road, Woore. Cllr Cowey was the Lead Cllr on this application. Cllr Cowey reported that he had visited the immediate neighbours and left his contact details with those that were not in when he called. The owners of Holly Lodge, with whom he had met, had said that they did not object to the application. The owners of Villa Farm objected to the Application. Cllr Cowey said that the Applicant had submitted an almost identical application for outline planning permission, for the same land, in February 2015 (Ref: 15/00799/OUT). That application had been refused for a number of reasons, including objections by SC’s Highways Department. Cllr Cowey said that Highways were also recommending refusal of the current application. It was resolved that the PC should object to the current application and that, when so doing, it should rely on the same grounds as those upon which the first application was refused. 
        
15247 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE CLERK ABOUT MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 13TH JUNE 2016 AND NOT INCLUDED IN THIS AGENDA:
The Clerk reported concerning the following matters:
1. Manhole covers and grids in the vicinity of Mr Rigby’s house (15222(2)) - the Clerk advised the problems with the manhole covers and grids near Mr Rigby’s house had been referred to Mr K. Sylvester of SC’s Highways Department. 
2. War Memorial (15225(1)) - the Clerk asked Cllr Clifford to send her the contact details of the church stonemason employed by Madeley Parish Church. The Cllrs agreed, following a short discussion, that the works to clean the War Memorial should be completed shortly before the Remembrance Day service.
3. Felling of ash tree on Candle Lane (15225(2)) - the Clerk said that she had written to Mr Sylvester, the Senior Highways Technician at SC, reporting that, in spite of the efforts of SC’s Tree and Amenity Officer, the Parish Tree Warden and the Clerk, no steps had been taken by the owner of the dead tree to remove it. Mr Sylvester had been requested to take steps to facilitate the felling of the tree.
4. Road safety (15228) - the Clerk said that she had notified Mr Sylvester and also Mr Gradwell, SC’s Area Traffic Engineer, of the PC’s new road safety submissions agreed at the PC in June. 
15249 TIME AT WHICH PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE HELD
The Chairman explained that, due to his work commitments, he would like future PC meetings to start at 7.30 pm, instead of the current 7.15 pm. He suggested that this might also suit other Cllrs and members of the public wishing to attend meetings. It was resolved to change the start times of future PC meetings to 7.30 pm as from the September 2016 Meeting.
15250 SIGNAGE FOR CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA ON ST LEONARD’S WAY AND FOR ADULT EXERCISE EQUIPMENT TO THE REAR OF THE VICTORY HALL
The Clerk circulated copies of two quotes which she had received from contractors who had formerly provided the PC with signs. The higher quote included erecting a new post at the rear of the Victory Hall. It was resolved that the Clerk be authorised to spend up to £353.05 plus VAT for the purchase of a new pole and signs, for the fitting of the new signs to the existing posts and for the erection of a new metal post. 
15251 PLAY EQUIPMENT ON VILLAGE GREEN
It was resolved that Standing Orders be suspended so as to permit the members of the public present to speak in relation to this Agenda Item.

The Vice Chairman said that he was seeking the PC’s support to purchase new play equipment for the Village Green. The Vice Chairman suggested the cost of the supply and fitting of the proposed new equipment should come from the Section 106 monies due to the PC. The Clerk advised that SC had stated this money should be spent on purchasing land to provide a new Open Space and not on playground equipment.

The following matters were discussed:
· That priority should be given to finding a plot of land which would provide additional Open Space for the community.
· The Village Green was very close to the play equipment on Beech Avenue and quite close to the St Leonard’s play area, both of which areas were well used. Any further proposals for the Village Green should wait until the outcome of the PC’s search for land for new Open Space. (The Clerk suggested that three or four Cllrs should take on the responsibility to try to find suitable land which could be purchased for an Open Space. However, no Cllrs volunteered for that task at this stage.)
· That the delivery of new Open Space was not likely to have been completed before the elections next year and the PC was anxious to avoid fettering the next Council’s discretion on spending.
Accordingly, it was resolved that the motion to purchase additional play equipment for the Village Green was not approved.
15253 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS (part)
In the exercise of his discretion, the Chairman said that this Agenda Item should be dealt with at this stage of the Meeting.
(a) Victory Hall – no report was available in the absence of Cllr H. Blake.
(b)  Movable Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS) – the Vice Chairman reported that he had relocated the signs within the Parish twice in the last month as usual. Cllr Cowey asked whether the Vice Chairman had heard from West Mercia Police about what enforcement action had been taken against drivers speeding in the Parish. The Vice Chairman said that he had not and that he would chase for this information. The Cllrs thanked him for his continuing efforts and agreed that the signs did reduce speeding in the Parish.
(c) Tree and Path Wardens’ Report – see above.
(d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – the Vice Chairman reported that the Secretary to the NP Steering Group had resigned. The Vice Chairman further reported that Urban Vision were going to be giving a presentation on 27th July which anyone could attend. The Vice Chairman said that if Cllrs could not attend that presentation but had points they wanted raising, they should let him know and he would raise them on their behalf.
(e) Shropshire Councillor Mr J. Cadwallader – no report was available in the absence of Cllr Cadwallader.
(f) Shropshire Association of Local Councils – in the absence of Cllr Higgin, the Clerk reported that she would circulate to Cllrs by email the Minutes of the last meeting of SALC once she had received them.
15254 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
In the exercise of his discretion, the Chairman said that this Agenda Item should be dealt with at this stage of the Meeting.

The Council resolved to pay the following accounts:
S.H. Pimlott - 
1. Salary                                                                                            £396.44
1. Expenses                                                                                        £32.38 
1. Mileage                                                                                           £75.65                                                  
HMRC                                                                                                        £104.11
Woore Victory Hall (room hire, including £108.00 for 4 Neighbourhood                                                            Plan meetings)                                                                                           £258.00
Shropshire Association of Local Councils (SALC)                                     £204.00
In respect of 4 above, the Clerk explained that that payment was in substitution for the payments to SALC approved at the PC’s meeting in June 2016 (15234). The Clerk said that, shortly after that meeting, and before sending payment to SALC, she had realised that one of the payments approved in June had already been made to SALC.
15252 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST
The Chairman left the meeting whilst this matter was discussed (and did not return for the rest of the meeting which was chaired by the Vice Chairman).
The Clerk reminded Cllrs that SC had published on its website a statement setting out the procedures it had followed in purportedly discharging the Section 106 Agreement relating to Phoenix Field, Pipe Gate. The statement concluded that “the deed of discharge by agreement could not stand as it was not entered into by all of the successors in title to the land”.
The Clerk said that SC’s statement had been generated by the PC’s application to the Information Commissioner seeking: “disclosure of all the correspondence, emails and notes of conversations and meetings held by [SC] in relation to the discharge of the Section 106 Agreement dated 3 September 2007 made between North Shropshire District Council and Phoenix Rubber Ltd relating to Phoenix Field, Pipe Gate, Shropshire”.
The Clerk said that the Information Commissioner’s representative, Mr Thwaites, had advised SC that, in the interests of transparency and accountability, it should publish such a statement on its website. 
Copies of both SC’s statement and of a letter sent by Mr Thwaites to the PC had been circulated by email to all the Cllrs prior to the meeting and at the meeting paper copies of those documents were made available to all Cllrs.
The Clerk reported that Mr Thwaites had thanked the PC for referring this matter to the Information Commissioner as it had resulted in the disclosure of appropriate and important information concerning the Section 106 decision making process. Mr Thwaites said that he was satisfied that by requiring the publication of a statement by SC, he, on behalf of the Commissioner, was entitled to consider “that this complaint now be proportionately closed”.
The PC had a right to appeal against the Commissioner’s decision to the Information Tribunal. The PC was required to “confirm, by 15 July 2016, whether it accepts the Commissioner’s independent and informed assessment or whether it wishes to appeal to the Information Tribunal.”
The Cllrs, having considered both SC’s statement and Mr Thwaites’s letter, discussed whether or not the PC should appeal to the Information Tribunal and what actions, if any, the PC should take against SC. The discussion culminated in the PC resolving (a) reluctantly not to appeal to the Information Tribunal even though Cllrs expressed concerns that the information disclosed by SC remained insufficient and inadequate and (b) that the Clerk should write to SC and ask SC, in the light of their recently published statement, when they intend to take action to enforce the Section 106 Agreement. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]15256 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
The correspondence (other than that already copied by the Clerk to Councillors by email) for the period from 14th June 2016 to 11th July 2016 was noted. 
The meeting closed at 10.20pm.

DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: MONDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 2016 AT 7.30PM
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