


MINUTES OF WOORE PARISH COUNCIL EXTRAORDINARY MEETING
Monday 24th July 2017
Held at Woore Victory Hall


PRESENT:
Cllr M. Cowey (Vice Chairman and Chairman of the Meeting), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr H. Blake, Cllr J. Higgin, Cllr G. Irwin and Cllr H. Lightfoot.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Shropshire Cllr R. Aldcroft and Ms S. Pimlott, Clerk to the Parish Council (PC). 
12 members of the public, namely Revd. D. Alcock, Mr C and Mrs P. Barry, Ms T. Bloor, Mr J. and Mrs J. Clarke, Ms Amy Downward (Shropshire Star), Ms A. Jones, Mr A. Melvin, Mr J. Parkes, Mr D. Tyson and Mrs Z. Walker.
17100 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs M. Blake (Chairman of the PC), K. Chell, A. Ford and J. Mitchell had sent apologies for being unable to attend, all for personal reasons. It was resolved to accept those apologies. 

17101 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
No Cllrs declared a pecuniary interest in respect of any Agenda Item. In respect of Agenda Item 17106, the Clerk had, prior to the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th July 2017, granted dispensations to the Chairman (Cllr M. Cowey) and Cllrs Allison, H. Blake and Irwin in respect of any discussions about HS2 which the PC might conduct at is Meetings until the next Annual Meeting of the PC in May 2018 and, prior to the commencement of the Meeting today, the Clerk had granted dispensations in the same terms to Cllrs Higgin and Lightfoot.

17102 TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12TH JUNE 2017 
The Cllrs resolved to approve the Minutes of this Meeting.
17103 TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 26TH JUNE 2017
The Cllrs resolved to approve the Minutes of this Meeting.
17104 TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10TH JULY 2017 
The Cllrs resolved to approve the Minutes of this Meeting.
17105 OPEN FORUM
Mr Melvin said that he had seen that there was to be a Meeting on 11th August about HS2’s impact on Woore. The Chairman confirmed that such a Meeting would take place.  Ms M Jones commented that there were no notices about the Meeting in Pipe Gate. 

Mr Melvin was concerned that a meeting about HS2 was taking place at Madeley at the same time as this evening’s PC Meeting and he asked whether any representative from the PC was attending. The Chairman replied that Cllr Higgin’s husband and the Clerk’s husband, plus a number of parishioners, were attending the Madeley meeting. 

Mr Melvin asked whether the green gaps in Woore, protected by the Shropshire Council (SC) Local Plan up to 2026, would be protected from HS2. The Chairman advised that SC were reviewing their Local Plan and that the continued protection of the green gaps in the Parish after 2026 would depend on the outcome of that review. He said that the Woore Neighbourhood Plan, which is currently being drafted, may support retaining the green gaps. 

Mr Clarke asked whether there were any Cllrs present who were not prepared to support parishioners against HS2’s impact on the Parish or whether there were any Cllrs who had a conflict of interest between HS2’s interests and those of the Parish in that they owned shares in HS2. The Chairman replied that all the Cllrs were required, when they accepted the office of Cllr, to provide a list of their pecuniary interests. Mr Clarke responded that such a declaration meant nothing. He went on to comment that, if the PC was not with the parishioners, it should back off and let others in the Parish come in and work against HS2 on behalf of the Parish.

Cllr Allison commented that one of the reasons she had applied to be a Cllr was to protect the parishioners. She lived on London Road and would be impacted by HS2’s plans for the Parish. Mr Clarke asked how many of the Cllrs lived in Woore. The Chairman advised him that all the Cllrs on the PC lived in the Parish. He also said that the Cllrs were keen to challenge HS2’s proposed activities in the Parish. It was for that reason there had been, and would be, extra meetings with HS2 to discover what HS2 was proposing to do in the Parish.

Mr Clarke said that he had heard that the PC had been informed by HS2 in November 2016 what it proposed doing in the Parish. The Chairman commented this was not the case.  
Mr Clarke asked whether the PC’s own traffic data would be used to support the Parish against HS2. The Chairman said that it would. 
Ms Barry expressed concern about the 600 HGVs which would be going through the Parish between 8.00am and 6.00pm. She said that so many vehicles would, in effect, constitute a convoy. Cllr Irwin commented that she was very concerned as her house shakes already with the current volumes of HGV traffic and she did not live as close to the road as Ms Barry. The increase in HGV traffic would be for up to two years. 
Mr Clarke said that he thought the reason why HS2 was proposing to use Woore was political and that HS2 was hoping that the Parish would be divided. He said that the last time Woore had faced a similar threat was the application for a wind farm and the village had been united against it. Mr Clarke said that the parish also had had financial support, amounting to £120,000, to fight the wind farm application.
Ms Barry asked about the consequences of HS2’s proposals for the school in Woore.
Ms Jones stated that an HGV would pass the school every minute. It was not enough to look at PC website. The effect of the plans should be made emphatically clear to the residents of the Parish. 
Mr Clarke said it took him and other residents to protect the Parish from the wind farm. In his view, when the parishioners woke up to what was going on they would be a force to be reckoned with. The Chairman said that, until the Meeting with HS2 on 10th July, the PC did not know what was planned. HS2 had only had one meeting with SC and it appeared that SC had not been informed about the proposals. Shropshire Cllr Aldcroft commented that he had not received a briefing on HS2’s plans. He had learnt much more about the implications of HS2 on SC at the PC Meeting on 10th July. Until the Bill was published, no information was available which could form the basis for consultations.
Mrs Walker commented that if you telephoned HS2’s general enquiry desk, the people working on it did not appear to be able to supply any information about HS2’ proposals regarding Woore, although Ms Rebbeca Lewis from HS2 had been helpful in providing information. Mrs Walker also said that it was impossible to get through to SC’s Chief Highways Officer. It appears that he has left SC’s employment and is now working for Mouchel, one of HS2’s contractors. Mrs Walker said that she had spent hours on her computer trying to investigate matters. She said that her investigations indicated that one of the reasons why Woore had been chosen as the route for construction traffic was because the haul route goes alongside the railway track to the west of the track, not the east. Mrs Walker said that she thought that there was a lack of transparency about the decision to route traffic on the west of the rail track. She wondered whether the decision was the consequence of campaigning by the Madeley Action Group and their MP, Mr Bill Cash, as they had been consulted by HS2 first. 
Cllr Aldcroft said the PC and parishioners would be consulted. The Bill was now online but that did not provide the information necessary to understand what impact HS2’s construction would have locally. Cllr Aldcroft said that, at the Meeting on 11th August, Woore’s MP, representatives from HS2 and SC would be present and this should provide the expertise to understand what the detailed information in the Bill means. Once this is understood, the PC and parishioners can move forward. Cllr Aldcroft said that the PC would need to consider setting up an advisory / working / action group and getting parishioners involved.
The Chairman pointed out that the clock was ticking and that there was not a lot of time for the PC, parishioners and SC to respond to the consultation. The deadline is 29th September and it is now a period when people are away on their summer holidays. The Chairman said that it was the urgency of the situation and the fact that some preliminary work was required prior to the meeting on 11th August which had led to today’s Meeting being convened.
Mr Clarke asked what the attitude of SC is to HS2’s plans. Cllr Aldcroft commented that SC was neutral until it had been informed what would happen in the Parish. 
17106 HS2
The Chairman asked the Cllrs for their views about the best way forward. Cllr Allison commented that it was essential that the voices of the PC and parishioners were heard. They had both been kept in the dark for long enough. Democracy was a great thing if the process was actually democratic. Staffordshire and Cheshire East Councils appeared to have been involved in extensive preliminary discussions with HS2. SC, in contrast, had missed out on such discussions. SC and Woore had been frozen out.  The PC had been provided with no detailed proposals at its Meeting with HS2 in November 2016. It was now necessary to press strongly against the detailed plans. The tight window for consultations, at a time when Parliament and a lot of residents of Woore are on holiday, didn’t say much for democracy. 

Cllr Lightfoot said that she had considered some of the detailed plans on line. Staffordshire and Cheshire East were both identified on the plans but they did not appear to show Shropshire. Some of the maps and plans were incorrectly annotated. It was as if Shropshire and SC had been overlooked.

Cllr Irwin suggested that the stance of the PC should be that it strenuously objected to any HS2 interference in the Parish whatsoever. This stance was endorsed by all the Cllrs.
Following a further discussion by the Cllrs, the following resolutions were passed:  
(1) That the PC should challenge HS2 and what it is planning to do in the Parish.
(2) That a public meeting should be arranged in Woore (at the Victory Hall) at 7.00pm on 11th August 2017 to which the Rt. Hon. Owen Paterson MP, representatives of HS2 and senior representatives of Shropshire Council and PC Councillors would be invited to attend.
(3) That (i) banners should be purchased to advertise the threat to the Parish from HS2’s current proposals and to draw parishioners’ attention to the meeting on 11th August and (ii) a leaflet should be drafted and delivered to all the houses in the Parish providing information to parishioners about HS2’s proposals, stating the period within which parishioners and the PC could  respond to HS2’s plans and providing details about where the Bill and other sources of information about HS2’s proposals could be located.
(It was pointed out that HS2’s leaflets, which should have been delivered to all the households in the Parish, were not in fact delivered to households in Pipe Gate. It appeared that all the houses in the Parish with a CW postcode had received the leaflets but not those in Pipe Gate with a TF postcode. It was agreed that the Chair should contact HS2 and advise them of this omission following the Meeting.) 
(4) That one or more Working Groups (which shall include Cllrs and parishioners) should be set up. It was suggested that one such Group should have representatives of those with businesses in the Parish sitting on it, that a further Group should be made up of those with an understanding of the environmental issues, that another Group should reflect the interests of the school and children in the Parish and that a further Group should focus on the proposed route through Woore and seek to propose better and more appropriate alternative routes for construction vehicles.
(Cllr Allison commented that, at the PC’s Meeting on 10th July, useful ideas had been floated such as using the old railway line or redundant roads. The Chairman said that it would be important to establish what is going on in other parishes affected by HS2. Cllr Irwin agreed that networking with other communities was necessary, as was political lobbying. She pointed out that Woore’s local MP and Shropshire Council were both elected by parishioners in Woore and both were answerable to the Parish. The Parish also needed people with useful skill sets or interests to come forward so that their skills and passions could be used in fighting HS2’s proposals. It was agreed that, at this stage, one Working Group was sufficient to start the work off and that the Group should advertise that the Parish needed volunteers and people with skills or interests to come forward to assist in preparing the response to HS2’s consultation. Cllr Higgin commented that the Group needed to meet early to start the work given the timescales. The Chairman invited any of the members of the public attending the Meeting who wanted to volunteer to sit on the Group to email the Clerk via the PC’s website.) 
(5) That the PC should respond to Mr Kevin McDermott’s email to it of 10th July 2017 simply by 
acknowledging receipt of it. (That email stated: “I am the developer who applied for 51 houses on Mr Phil Hampson’s land on Newcastle Road. I have been in talks with the company who are negotiating for land in Woore for storage of waste and storage units in relation to engineering works on the railways and to help ease congestion with ref to traffic haulage, I would like parish council backing for this if possible …”)

17107 GRANTS / DONATIONS UNDER SECTION 137 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972
(1) Woore Cricket Club
The PC considered the application for a grant by Woore Cricket Club to repair the practise nets at the Club. The Club’s Secretary, Ms Bloor, emphasised the work which the Club did for the young people in the Parish. Following a discussion, the PC resolved to make a grant of £500 to the Club.
(2) St Leonard’s Parish Church
The PC considered the application for a grant by the Church for the purchase and fitting of a new oil tank. Following a discussion, the PC resolved to make a grant of £1,000 to St Leonard’s Church.
(3) Victory Hall
The PC considered the application for a grant from the Woore Victory Hall. The grant being sought was intended to cover the costs of the re-sanding and re-sealing the wooden floor in the Hall. Following a discussion, the PC resolved to make a grant of £2,000 to the Victory Hall.

17108 PLANNING
(1) 17/03148/FUL being an application for the erection of a single storey side extension at Moss View, Gravenhunger, Woore CW3 9SW.
The Chairman was the Lead Cllr in respect of this application. He reported that he had looked at the site and the proposed development did not appear to be overlooked by any neighbours. The PC had supported a previous planning application made in relation to the site in 2014 but it was not clear to him, from his visit, whether the development then permitted had been carried out. It was resolved to support this application, subject to the design of the proposed extension being in keeping with the appearance of Moss View and properties in the vicinity of it. 

(2) 17/02040/LBC being an application for alterations and additions affecting a Grade II Listed Building at Oak Farm, Dorrington Lane, Woore (reconsideration – see previous Agenda Item 17079(2)).
The Chairman was the Lead Cllr in respect of this application, as he had been in respect of the original application which was now being reconsidered. He reported that he had visited the site again and called at neighbours. The neighbours had raised no objections and said that, on the contrary, they wanted the property to be brought back into use. The PC expressed agreement with the neighbours’ views and it was resolved to support this application, subject to the proposed alterations and extension meeting the recommendations and requirements set out in SC's Historic Environment Development Services letter / consultation response dated 31st May 2017.

17109 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
(a) Victory Hall - Cllr H. Blake reported that the meeting of the Victory Hall Committee had been postponed so she had nothing to report.
(b) Movable Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS) - The Chairman reported that the MVAS had remained outside the school since the last PC meeting. He was hoping to be able to move the sign over the next couple of weeks. It was agreed the PC would ask when SC planned to put up the new MVAS which it had agreed to provide. 
(c) The Tree and Path Wardens - The Clerk said that the Wardens had advised her that they were unable to attend this evening’s meeting and that, in any event, they had nothing to report
(d) Neighbourhood Plan - The Chairman reported that the Neighbourhood Planning Team (NPT) had received 301 completed questionnaires. This represented a higher response rate than the NPT had expected. Due to the large number of completed questionnaires, the NPT’s consultant had been commissioned to analyse the questionnaires. The results of her analysis would be available at the end of August. The publication of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan was now back on schedule and should be published in the Autumn with the referendum on the Draft Plan taking place next Summer.
(e) Shropshire Councillor - Cllr R Aldcroft had left the meeting prior to this Agenda Item.

17110 CLERK’S REPORTS
The Clerk reported as follows:
(1) Woore Village Pride. That because of the pressure of other business, no steps had yet been taken to appoint a contractor to take on the work carried out by Woore Village Pride. The Clerk said that she had obtained information from Mr C. Jeffries and Mr P. Hawkins which would assist in drawing up a specification for that work and that she was hoping to meet them both soon. 
(2) Section 106 Agreement re Phoenix Field. That because of the Chairman’s recent ill health, it had not been possible for the Clerk to arrange a meeting between him and SC.
(3) Replacement of fence at front of St Leonard’s Play Area. That the Chairman and Vice Chairman had accepted a quotation of £295 plus VAT from the Grasscutter / Lengthsman to replace this fence over the next few weeks. 
(4) Planning Application 17/01645 concerning Weston House, Audlem Road, Woore. That nothing further had been received from SC concerning this matter and that she would chase SC for a response.
(5) Bus services. That Cheshire East Council is carrying a consultation concerning proposed changes to bus services, one of which (to Service 79) would impact on the Parish. It was agreed that the Clerk should respond to the consultation on the PC’s behalf by objecting to the proposed change.

17111 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The following cheques were approved for payment:

S.H. Pimlott (for June 2017) 
1. Salary (net of income tax of £103.37)                                     £413.47                                                                                                                                                 
1. Expenses                                                                                  £36.88   
1. Mileage (net of income tax of £2.64)                                        £40.26
1. Sundry                                                                                        £6.48
                                                                                       TOTAL     £497.09
HMRC                                                                                                  £106.01
E-on (repair to street lights)                                                                 £171.62
Woore Victory Hall (room hire, including £198.00 for room hire re
Neighbourhood Plan, £138.00 of which will not be funded by the
Neighbourhood Plan grant)                                                                  £318.00
5.  Mrs Zoe Walker (reimbursement of design / printing costs for 
posters for the PC’s Meeting on 10th July)                                             £64.80    

17112 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk indicated that all correspondence for the period from 13th June 2017 to 24th July 2017 had previously been copied electronically to all Cllrs.

The meeting closed at 9.45pm.
     
DATE OF PUBLIC MEETING AT WHICH HS2 WILL BE DISCUSSED:
FRIDAY 11TH AUGUST 2017 AT 7.00PM (WOORE VICTORY HALL)
(Rt Hon Owen Paterson MP and representatives of HS2 and Shropshire Council to be present)

DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: MONDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2017 AT 7.30PM
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