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68 Cadman Drive,
Priorslee,
Telford,
Shropshire
 TF2 9SD

28th May 2020

Tel: 07960 945771
Email: clerk@wooreparishcouncil.org


To: 	Sir Mark Worthington OBE
Independent Construction Commissioner to HS2 Phase 2a

Date: 	28th May 2020


Dear Sir Mark,

I am writing as Chairman of Woore Parish Council (WPC) on behalf of the residents of the Parish. The Parish of Woore, which includes the communities of Woore, Pipe Gate, Gravenhunger, Dorrington, Irelands Cross, Bearstone and Onneley (to the border with Staffordshire) lies in the north east corner of the county of Shropshire and comprises approximately 1200 residents in 572 households.

We were delighted to hear of your appointment which will include working with communities, businesses and individuals along the West Midlands to Crewe section of the HS2 line to improve engagement. 

As a community, we feel that from the beginning, we were completely disenfranchised from having any kind of voice or advocacy in the proposed HS2 plans which will result in the devastation of our village, our homes, and our lives. Since then, we feel like we’ve been pushing at a bolted door.

We, in this Parish, are the only part of Shropshire to be affected by this incursion into the county. HS2 failed to communicate with the Parish Council and Shropshire Council at the outset because they did not realise they were crossing the border into another county.  This astonishing lack of geographical knowledge effectively disenfranchised our residents from having any voice because it excluded us from any public consultation period until it was too late to have a voice. 

We provide a brief summary below of the time line we were subjected too and are very willing to provide an expanded document detailing the lack of meaningful engagement from HS2.
The WPC were informed by telephone late September 2016 that HS2 required to bring construction traffic through the village. Additional information following the phone call arrived in October 2016. Document CA4 was not supplied until 2nd November 2016, 5 days before the public consultation closed. Our first meeting with HS2 Ltd was on 14th November 2016 – a full week after the consultation on the working draft report had closed. 

This fact was recognised in our Petition to the House of Commons, (May 2018) alongside the fact that Shropshire Council had subsequently been spectacular in their failure to engage with the Parish and HS2 and placing a requirement on the Shropshire Council to do so even at that late stage. 

We are currently awaiting our new hearing date for our Petition to the House of Lords which was delayed due to the COVID 19 pandemic emergency.

The main area (but not only area) of concern emanates from the fact that the current HS2 proposed construction route takes a 13+ miles detour, around three sides of a quadrant, to travel from the M6 Jnc. 15 to the Madeley works area in Staffordshire. It is completely illogical for a 5 mile journey direct from the Jnc 15 exit and doesn’t make business sense. This point was made robustly by our MP The Right Honourable Owen Patterson in his speech to the House of Commons during the 3rd Reading of the HS2b Bill on the 22nd July 2019. He followed his words with actions and voted against the Bill. Mr Paterson has continued to support our endeavours to engage with HS2 in negotiating alternative, less damaging routes and mitigations and has found them to be equally intractable. 

Our objections to the HS2 chosen route relates to the unsuitability of the use of the A51 and A525 for construction traffic in the current routing proposals and in particular, the size and number of the proposed vehicles currently planned to travel through the village, in both directions, every day, for 6 days a week during a period of 7-10 years. At peak, the numbers currently cited would be 129 in each direction ie 258 per day in total and around 200 for the remainder of the build period. (HS2 AP2 Revised Scheme docs Feb 2019). That means, at peak, an HS2 related HGV journey will be made every two minutes of every hour between 8am and 6pm and every three minutes after the peak. Notwithstanding the already heavily congested daily traffic passing through the village. We have previously likened the imposition of these HGVs in such numbers to being like waking up to an invading army. The feeling of oppression will be like living in a community under siege.

By way of example to illustrate the disingenuous way in which HS2 operate when dealing with local communities, HS2 will tell you that they have ‘reduced’ the number of vehicles originally planned to run through this village from the original 550 per day. The lack of veracity in this statement is illustrated clearly when analysing the figures in the AP2 Revised Scheme document which shows that this was only achieved by extending the activity period to 7 years against the original 5 years of planned construction.

We have made numerous suggestions to HS2 suggesting alternative routes of transit, including temporary haul routes. All have been met with paltry excuses. We believe however, because our inclusion was so late to the table, deals had been done with the neighbouring counties of Cheshire and Staffordshire that HS2 are unwilling to revisit or unpick.  In support of our belief, we refer you to the issues raised in the House of Commons during the HS2 3rd Reading debate, by the then sitting MP for Eddisbury, Antionette Sandbach who drew attention to the less than transparent processes for negotiations between HS2 with Local Authorities and contractors citing the use of non-disclosure agreements (NDA) used by HS2 in their contract negotiations. Even sitting MPs have had difficulty communicating with HS2 and getting answers from Freedom of Information requests.


Our village is a rural village and the majority of domestic dwellings lie in ribbon development laid out along the A51 and the A525. The impact resulting from the relentless increase in heavy goods vehicles, for up to a decade, is inhuman.  The effects on the physical and mental health of our residents will be seriously impacted.  The demographic of our village shows that many will not live to survive seeing the far side of this monstrous imposition on their lives.

There is currently quite rightly a focussed interest in the scandalous escalation of the costs of HS2 to the public purse. We ask you Sir Mark, who is going to monitor the ‘cost’ in the physical and mental toll that this unnecessary incursion will visit on our community?

We have copied this letter to our MP the Rt Hon Owen Paterson requesting his support in arranging a meeting with you and with the newly appointed Minster for HS2, the Rt Hon Andrew Stephenson MP.  We recognise this may necessarily be a remote meeting under the current social distancing arrangements. 

We very much look forward to engaging with you in seeking a solution,


Yours sincerely,

M.E. Cowey

Chairman of Woore of Parish Council


Cc   Rt Honourable Owen Paterson
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