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68 Cadman Drive,
Priorslee,
Telford,
Shropshire
 TF2 9SD

5th March 2020

Tel: 07960 945771
Email: clerk@wooreparishcouncil.org


To: 	The Right Honourable Boris Johnson
	Prime Minister
House of Commons	

Date: 	6th March 2020


Dear Mr Johnson,

I am writing to you as Chairman of the Parish Council of Woore, North Shropshire. The Parish of Woore includes seven communities; Woore, Pipe Gate, Gravenhunger, Dorrington, Irelands Cross, Bearstone and Onneley with an approximate population of 1200.

As a community, we have always been clear our aim was not to derail HS2; indeed, as a community with no public transport links, we are extremely cognisant of the pressing need to improve services to the north of the country and to integrate and improve existing services to the Regions going forward. 

I am authorised to write to you on the matter of the negative impact that HS2 Phase 2a HGV haulage route plans will have on our Community in its wake, and to ask for your help and support in ordering a new scrutiny of the decisions so far made by HS2 in relation to the HS2 Phase 2a section of the HS2 route.

We seek to offer solutions not problems in the form of an alternative route for the HS2 Phase 2a HGV construction traffic plan that currently is poised to devastate the lives of Woore Parish residents and cause abject and unrecoverable destruction to the environment in which we live over a period of at least 6/7 years minimum.

We were much encouraged when you announced the appointment of the Rt. Hon Andrew Stephenson, Minister of Transport with responsibilities for HS2 following the decision to continue to deliver HS2. The reason for our feelings of encouragement lies with the belief that your announcement contains a clear commitment to cutting the cost of the project and speeding up delivery.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We submit, that the alteration of the HGV haul route of Phase 2a should be reviewed as part of the cost cutting analysis in the next phases of developing the infrastructure of HS2 and we ask that you are supportive of the Rt. Hon Andrew Stephenson to be empowered to include a robust scrutiny of the alternative routes we have identified as opposed to the current HS2 proposed route which involves a 13.8 miles detour, around three sides of a quadrant, to travel a journey length of 5.4 miles from the M6 Jnc. 15 to the Madeley works area in Staffordshire. Further road works/alterations to the highways planned in the adjoining counties along this route affected are indicated to amount to many millions of pounds.

We also judge that costs do not only refer to money. Mitigations suggested by HS2 will result in significant physical remodelling of our village and devastation to the surrounding rural area that will not ever be able to be restored. The intrusion and disruption related to these plans over many years will cause complete devastation to our rural villages and more importantly, to the everyday lives, physical and mental health of this community over at least 7 years assuming the plans run to time. Adding insult to injury, this devastation does not come cost free. All these environmental changes and challenges will cost considerable sums of money.

We have, and continue to enjoy the support of our local Member of Parliament, Rt Hon. Owen Paterson MP. He has been supportive of our endeavours to work with HS2 and appreciates first-hand how ‘completely inflexible’ HS2 are in their dealings with local communities. 

We realise you currently have many more important national issues currently needing your scrutiny, hence we have made the suggestion that the Rt. Hon Andrew Stephenson, within his new portfolio, might be an appropriate contact. We have also asked our local MP the Rt Hon. Owen Paterson MP to make contact with the Minister for HS2.

Thank you for reading our correspondence,

Yours respectfully,


M.E. Cowey

Chairman of Woore of Parish Council
image1.png
i
%,

S
o e,

Waor parish
Councl

et

e

s




