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MINUTES OF WOORE PARISH COUNCI MEETINGL
Monday 9th April 2018
Held at Woore Victory Hall


PRESENT:
Cllr M. Blake (Chairman), Cllr M. Cowey (Vice Chairman), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr. H. Blake, Cllr. K. Chell, Cllr K. Davies, Cllr J. Higgin, Cllr G. Irwin and Cllr J. Mitchell (present only for part of the Meeting).

IN ATTENDANCE:
Shropshire Cllr P. Nutting (Leader of Shropshire Council), Shropshire Cllr S. Davenport (Portfolio Holder for Highways and Transport), Shropshire Cllr R. Aldcroft, Mr M. Johnson (Strategic Transport and Contracts Manager at Shropshire Council), Ms S. Tyson, Tree and Footpath Warden, and Ms S. Pimlott, Clerk to the Parish Council (PC). 

PUBLIC
Approximately 80-100 members of the public attended the Meeting. 
18038 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr A. Ford had sent his apology for being unable to attend for personal reasons. It was unanimously resolved to accept that apology. 

18039 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
In respect of Agenda Item 18031, the Clerk had, at previous PC Meetings, granted dispensations to all Cllrs present in respect of any discussions about HS2 which the PC might conduct at its Meetings until the next Annual Meeting of the PC in May 2018. 

18040 OPEN FORUM
The Chairman then asked those present from SC, all Cllrs present and the Clerk to the PC to introduce themselves. They did so. 

The Chairman explained that short presentations would now be made explaining the stage reached in the HS2 petitioning process and the various alternative routes for construction traffic which the PC had put forward in its own petition. The PC’s right to have its petition heard by the Select Committee had not been challenged. 

Cllr Irwin reported that 188 petitions had been presented against the HS2 Bill, 25 petitions had been challenged by HS2 and 20 of those petitioners had appealed against HS2’s decision to challenge their petitions. These appeals will be heard by HS2 over the next few weeks.

Cllr Irwin then explained the PC’s proposal that the Madeley Chord should be reinstated as a temporary rail siding to the West Coast Mainline (WCM). She said that this would allow plant and materials to be brought to and from Madeley at night by the WCM rather than having to go along roads through Woore. 

A parishioner, Alan Melvin, then dealt with the longer deeper tunnel option (now known as the Whitmore Heath to Madeley tunnel), proposed by the PC and by many others. He explained that the issue of whether there should be such a single bore tunnel was now going to be dealt with by the Select Committee as a separate or preliminary matter, before all petitions were dealt with. Should the Select Committee support the Whitmore Heath to Madeley Tunnel, changes to the HS2 Bill would have to be made and a separate opportunity for petitioning concerning details of the new proposal allowed. The building of the Whitmore Heath to Madeley Tunnel would be likely to reduce construction traffic levels through the Parish but would not eliminate such traffic entirely.

Mr Melvin then said that another separate or preliminary matter was scheduled to be dealt with by the Select Committee after the Whitmore Heath to Madeley Tunnel proposal. This matter is the proposal that the railhead presently proposed to be built at Yarnfield, near Stone, should instead be built at Aldersey’s Rough. If the Whitmore Heath to Madeley Tunnel was supported by the Select Committee, the Aldersey’s Rough proposal would not proceed. The Aldersey’s Rough proposal is being opposed by Staffordshire County Council. 

The Vice Chairman then explained the other alternatives put forward by the PC in its petition, namely (i) that construction traffic should access the M6 at Junction 15 via Madeley, (ii) that such traffic should access the M6 via the old Market Drayton to Newcastle-under-Lyme railway line, (iii) that such traffic should access the M6 via Keele Services, and (iv) that HS2 should use the M6 to route construction traffic to the satellite compounds located to the north east of the Parish.

As regards (iv), Cllr Cowey explained that, rather than going straight along the A51 from Yarnfield, through the Parish and on towards Nantwich, and then turning right up Checkley Lane, the PC was proposing that construction traffic would get on the M6 at Junction 14, get off at Junction 16 and go down the A51 from Nantwich towards Woore but turn left up Checkley Lane to the satellite compounds.

The Chairman then gave the parishioners attending an opportunity to hear from Shropshire Cllr Nutting. He expressed the view that it was inevitable that HS2 would be built and that the traffic for its construction would be routed through the Parish. He said that SC could not veto HS2’s construction and did not want to do so because it considered that it would have economic benefits for the area. There would be an opportunity for HS2 and SC to work together in the future to mitigate the effects of HS2’s chosen route following the HS2 Bill being passed by Parliament. Cllr Nutting said that, if it was found that too many HS2 HGVs were going through the Parish at any one time and causing delays, consideration could be given to stacking the HGVs at the entrance to the Parish.

Disquiet was expressed at what Cllr Nutting said and it was pointed out that HS2’s traffic proposals did not just present a problem for the Parish but for North Shropshire more generally. It was also pointed out that SC could have supported HS2 in principle whilst opposing details of its proposals (such as its proposal to route construction traffic through the Parish). That was something other local authorities had done (by responding to HS2’s consultation about its Environmental Statement and by petitioning the House of Commons). Dissatisfaction was expressed that SC had failed to act as other local authorities had done. It was also queried whether, once the Select Committee had concluded its consideration of the HS2 Bill, there was much which SC could then do to mitigate the effects of what had been proposed by HS2 and decided upon by the Select Committee. The general feeling of those present was that SC had failed to support the Parish and that it was not adequately representing the views of parishioners.     

Mr Johnson said that HS2’s traffic data indicated that existing traffic levels in the Parish were not high and so the extra construction traffic would not make traffic levels unreasonably high.

The representatives of SC were asked what support, financial and otherwise, SC was prepared to give to the PC in connection with the pursuit of its petition. Cllr Nutting said that SC was not prepared to provide any financial support but SC could carry out traffic counts for the parish. He said that any money that SC received from HS2 arising out of HS2 construction traffic being routed through Woore would be used exclusively for Woore and he agreed that he would confirm this in writing following the meeting.

 Mr Johnson said that modelling based on traffic levels to assess the impact of increased traffic flows was a very expensive exercise. SC did not have the expertise to do such modelling in house and to fund it being done externally would cost too much. He said that, in any event, HS2 had its own experts in modelling and, in his view, the PC would be well advised simply to accept their findings.

The Chairman then declared the Open Forum closed.     

18041 HS2
(1) At the PC’S Meeting in March 2018, it had been agreed that the preferred option was that the PC would use Counsel to represent it before the Select Committee. The Clerk had since made enquiries about how much Counsel would cost and checked what funds were available from the PC’s budget to meet such fees. The Clerk reported that she thought that the PC should limit its expenditure in connection with the petition to £10,000 but that the PC should seek to raise some of that money from the public rather than meet the whole expenditure from its own funds.

Differences of opinion were expressed, including from members of the public and Shropshire Cllr Nutting, as to whether it was appropriate to use Counsel.
 
(2) It was resolved that (i) £10,000 be set aside from the Parish Council’s budget to meet the costs of opposing the HS2 Bill in the House of Commons, including the costs of briefing Counsel to represent the Parish Council when the petition is heard by the Select Committee and (ii) the question of the costs of opposing the HS2 Bill should be re-considered following the Select Committee hearing.
(3) There was a discussion about trying to raise funds from the public towards the costs of presenting the petition. Cllr Davies said that he had experience of how to raise funds by crowdfunding and that he was prepared to set up crowdfunding for this purpose. He said that he would also set up a website for the sharing of information amongst those carrying out the gathering of evidence in support of the petition. It was resolved that Cllr Davies should set up crowdfunding to raise monies towards the cost of presenting the petition before the Select Committee.   

18042 PLANNING
The PC considered planning application 18/01238/FUL being an application for the erection of a new garage, alterations to the main house and landscaping at 2 Swan Farm Lane Woore, CW3 9RZ. 

Cllr Davis was the Lead Councillor in respect of this application. He said that he and the Vice Chairman had visited neighbouring properties and spoken to some of the neighbours who were in and had left invitations to contact him at the homes of neighbours who were not in. Only one neighbour had stated any concern about the planning application and that had related to the effects of the proposed development on the boundary wall between his house and that of the Applicant. That neighbour had indicated that he would be making his concerns known to SC. He had been informed when the PC itself would be considering the application. 

Cllr Davies reported that a number of neighbours had indicated that they had not received any notification from SC that the application had been made.  

The application was discussed and it was resolved to support it. The Clerk was asked to notify SC that neighbours had stated that they had not received letters from SC notifying them that the application had been made.

(Cllr Mitchell then left the Meeting and did not return.)


18043 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNT 
It was resolved to approve the following cheque for payment: 

Groundwork UK (repayment of unspent balance of Neighbourhood Plan 
grant)                                                                                                         £421.73

The Meeting closed at 10.15pm.  

DATES OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS: MONDAY 14TH MAY 2018 (ANNUAL MEETING) AND MONDAY 11TH JUNE 2018 (BOTH @ 7.30PM)

RECORD OF VOTING FOR WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 9TH APRIL 2018
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SIGNED: ………………………………. (CHAIRMAN)

DATED: ………………………………….
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