


[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 8th October 2018
Held at Woore Victory Hall


PRESENT:
Cllr M. Cowey (Chairman), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr H. Blake, Cllr M. Blake, Cllr. K. Chell, Cllr K. Davies, Cllr J. Higgin, and Cllr G. Irwin.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Ms C. Bedson and Ms S. Tyson, Tree and Footpath Wardens, and Ms S. Pimlott, Clerk to the Parish Council (PC). 

PUBLIC
6 members of the public attended the meeting. They were: G. Bell, D Chell, A. Garth,  A. Melvin, J. Roberts and N. Speakman. 

18114 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr A. Ford (Vice Chairman) and Cllr J. Mitchell had sent their apologies for being unable to attend for personal reasons. It was unanimously resolved to accept those apologies. Shropshire Cllr R. Aldcroft had also sent his apology for being unable to attend. 

18115 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
No declarations of interests were made. In respect of Agenda Item 18119, the Clerk had, at previous PC Meetings, granted dispensations to all Cllrs in respect of any discussions about HS2 which the PC might conduct at is Meetings until the next Annual Meeting of the PC in May 2019. 

18116 OPEN FORUM
[bookmark: _Hlk519506338]The Chairman asked whether any members of the public wished to speak concerning matters on the Agenda. 

Mr Speakman said that he wished to speak concerning Agenda Item 18124. As an attendee at the Meeting referred to in that Agenda Item, he could report that, at the Meeting, Mr Clayton had made it clear that he intended to give notice to SC that he was going to sell the Swan car park and the site of the Bowls Club. Mr Clayton had also indicated that he intended to block off the Swan car park in order to stop the public parking there although he would continue to give access to the Bowls Club members for maintenance of the green. Mr Speakman said that Mr Clayton had indicated that he would be evicting the Bowls Club in about six months time and that he would then be looking to sell the car park and Bowls Club site for housing development. Mr Speakman said that he had informed Mr Clayton that he and the Bowls Club might be interested in purchasing the Bowls Club site and in taking a lease of part of the car park. Mr Speakman said that such an arrangement would be  very much a last resort and that if the PC could come up with another means of saving the Bowls Club and the car park, that would be very welcome and would be supported by the Bowls Club. 

The Chairman indicated that he would keep Mr Speakman and the Bowls Club informed of any developments.
  
The Chairman asked whether any members of the public wished to speak concerning matters not on the Agenda. 

Mr Garth said that he had recently noticed that a large number of HGVs owned by VWJ Earthmoving were speeding along the Audlem Road. He said that the manner in which they were being driven was dangerous. The Chairman responded by saying that he too was aware of the problem and that the PC would contact VWJ to complain.

Mr Melvin said that he was concerned about a drainage problem near his house at Pipe Gate. He had contacted SC on several occasions to report his concerns but had got nowhere. The Chairman said that he also raised concerns with SC about such drainage problems and had been told by SC that it accepted that there was a problem and that something needed doing about it. The Chairman said that parishioners should be encouraged to make as many complaints as possible about the drainage problem  to SC (telephone 0345 678 9000) in the hope that SC would take the necessary action to get the problem resolved.     

18117 TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10TH SEPTEMBER 2018
It was resolved to approve these Minutes.

18118 PLANNING
(A) The PC considered the following planning applications:

(1) [bookmark: _Hlk524526126]18/03639/FUL being an application for the erection of two detached dwellings at  land south of Oak Cottage, 27 London Road, Woore. Cllr Davies was the Lead Cllr in respect of this application. He said that he had spoken to a neighbour who had no objections to it. Cllr Davies went on to give a report about the application and it was resolved to oppose this application on the following grounds:
1. To grant this application would amount to permitting over- development of housing in the Parish. Permissions have already been granted for the construction of a number of houses in the Parish significantly exceeding that specified in the SAMDev Plan 2006 – 2026.
1. The proposed development is for two six bedroom three storey substantial houses. The permissions previously granted in the Parish have largely been for large houses when, in the PC’s opinion, what the Parish is short of is affordable housing and housing suitable for occupation by the elderly.
1. The scale and design of the proposed houses are incompatible with the rural nature of the Parish. The proposed houses are, in effect, three storey. The provision of living accommodation in the roof space / attic results in an increase of the ridge height of the houses to 9 metres. Such tall properties are inappropriate and out of scale in a rural setting and with adjoining properties. The draft Woore Neighbourhood Plan (the draft WNP) stipulates that new dwellings will  normally be no more than two storeys high, unless such development is appropriate to its setting, topography, and is well designed in its own right. In the PC’s opinion, the proposed houses do not meet any of the provisos in respect of setting, topography and design. Furthermore, the draft WNP provides, at paragraph G of Policy HOU3, that  the design of housing should respect the character of the locality and the local vernacular and contribute positively to local distinctiveness. In the PC’s submission, the proposed design does not do this.
1. The location of the proposed development is in open space and outside the development boundaries set out in Section 6 of the draft WNP.
1. The site of the proposed development includes a single shared access onto the A51 London  Road. The volume of traffic (and, in particular, the number of HGVs) on the A51 has increased significantly in recent years. SC has access to up to date traffic counts in respect of the volume of traffic using this stretch of road. The particular section of the A51, on which the proposed development would be located, has been the subject of several recent planning permissions, all of which have provided for the construction of new direct accesses onto the A51. In the PC’s submission, when SC’s Highways Consultees consider the effect of this application on the highway generally, and on highway safety in particular, they should bear in mind the cumulative effect of these planning consents and the recorded traffic volumes. It is the PC’s view that having so many accesses on to the A51 in such a concentrated area is dangerous, particularly when traffic levels along the A51 are taken into account. 
1. As already noted by SC’s Highway Consultees, the present proposals do not meet SC’s standard requirements concerning access widths and visibility splays. The Applicants should be required to meet these requirements.
1. The number of garage / parking spaces which will be provided for each house appears to be inadequate. If permission was to be granted, it should be subject to a condition of it that the number of spaces provided should be increased to reflect the likely number of occupants of a six bedroom houses (see the requirements specified in Policy INF1 of the draft WNP).
1. The proposed removal of hedgerows (both at the front of the site and in front of Oak Cottage) will have a  detrimental effect on wildlife and visual amenity during the period when the replacement hedgerows are growing. Paragraph 6.19 of the draft WNP states that in order to support local wildlife, new development should support features within their design that are beneficial to wildlife. By proposing the removal of hedgerows, the application does not satisfy this requirement. 
1. Concerns have been raised by local residents about the adequacy of drainage on this stretch of the A51 on which the proposed development would be located. There is already a problem with flooding in this vicinity following heavy rainfall and, in the PC’s submission, the proposed development would be likely to exacerbate the flooding problem.  Moreover, in the PC’s submission, it is essential that the question of whether or not there are public sewers in the area of the proposed development (see Severn Trent’s comments dated 5th October 2018 on SC’s Planning Portal) should be clarified.

(2) 18/04137/VAR being an application for the variation of condition no. 8 (access details) attached to planning permission 16/01287/OUT relating to Farcross, London Road, Woore CW3 9RQ. Cllr Davies was the Lead Cllr in respect of this application. He reported that one neighbour affected by the proposed development had withdrawn his objection to it. Cllr Davies went on to provide a report concerning the application and it was unanimously resolved to support this application, subject to the requirements of SC's consultees being met.

(3) 18/04409/LBC being an application for Listed Building Consent for the retention of completed conversion works, including the installation of two interior doorway openings and interior staircase affecting a curtilage Grade II Listed Building at Dorrington Hall Farm, Dorrington Lane, Woore. The Chairman was the Lead Cllr in respect of this application. He explained that the application was supplemental to an application considered, and supported, by the PC at its August 2018 Meeting (Agenda Item 18096(2)) and had been made because the fact that the proposed development was within the curtilage of a listed building had previously been overlooked. The Chairman said that it was his view that, as the PC had supported the previous application, it should also support the current one. It was unanimously resolved to support this application, subject to the requirements of SC's consultees being met.

(B) It was unanimously resolved to adjourn to the next PC Meeting consideration of whether the PC should adopt a protocol with Shropshire Council for managing pre-applications for planning permission.

(C)  It was resolved to cancel the arrangement with SC whereby it provides the Parish Council with paper copies of planning applications and makes a charge for so doing.

18119 HS2
The Chairman provided a report concerning the meeting held with the Rt. Hon. Owen Paterson MP on 28th September. He reported that Mr Paterson had said that it was important that the Parish should, assuming that HS2’s current proposals were going to be implemented, make it clear to him exactly what the PC wanted to be done in order to avoid or mitigate construction traffic going through the Parish so that he could argue for what the PC wanted with the powers that be. The Chairman said that it was reiterated that what the PC wanted was what it had raised before the Select Committee and, failing that, what it had stipulated at its September 2018 Meeting (see Agenda Item 18104). The Chairman reported that Mr Paterson had agreed that he would attend the next Meeting between the PC, HS2 and SC (which is to be held on 19th October).

18120 BUS SHELTER AT IRELAND’S CROSS
The Chairman reported that he and the Lengthsman had together looked at the bus shelter. He said that, apart from a small hole in its roof, the shelter appeared to be structurally sound. It was, however, badly overgrown to such an extent that most people did not realise it was there. The Chairman said that rectifying these problems would cost approximately £160.  It was unanimously resolved to authorise the Chairman to agree the specification of the rectification works which needed to be carried out to and to sanction the carrying out of those works. 

18121 CHRISTMAS TREE 
It was unanimously resolved to authorise the Clerk to purchase a Christmas tree at a price of up to £100, such tree to be located at its usual position in front of the Methodist Chapel. It was further unanimously resolved that the PC would enter a decorated tree in St Leonard’s Church’s tree decorating competition, the cost of that tree, entering the competition and the decoration of the tree, not to exceed £50 in total. Cllr Higgin volunteered to be responsible for the purchase and decoration of that tree.

18122 VILLAGE PLANTING
The PC considered whether it wished to continue with the previous recent practice of Woore Village Pride to plant bulbs in the autumn for a spring show of colour. It was decided that the PC did wish to continue that practice and it was unanimously resolved to instruct the Clerk to make the necessary arrangements for this.  

18123 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY
The Chairman reported concerning SC’s proposal to review its Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Policy. The Chairman said that he was pleased to report that, as a result of the protests of the PC and of other Town and Parish Councils, there would be no change to the current Policy until SC had carried out a full Policy review and consultation about any changes.

18124 THE SWAN CAR PARK AND BOWLS CLUB 
The Chairman provided a report concerning his and Cllr Chell’s meeting on 3rd October with Mr James Clayton, the owner of the Swan Car Park and Bowls Club, and with his wife. The Chairman reiterated what Mr Speakman had said in the Open Forum (see Agenda Item 18116). He said that, following the meeting, Mr Clayton had triggered the six week period in which a community interest group (such as the PC) could make a written request to be treated as a potential bidder for the site. The expiry of that period would be on 15th November. The Chairman explained that, if the PC did make a request to be treated as a bidder, it would have until 4th April 2019 in which to buy the site. 

Following a discussion in which it was stated that keeping the Bowls Club and car park is essential as they are both very important to the Parish, it was unanimously resolved that the PC should make a written request to be treated as a potential bidder.

It was agreed that the Chairman and Cllr Chell should meet with the Bowls Club again and that Cllr Higgin should meet with St Leonard’s Church as the car park is used by visitors to the Church.

18125 DATA PROECTION REGULATION 2018
The Data Protection Audit carried out by the Clerk was noted and it was unanimously resolved to adopt the Privacy Policy prepared by the Clerk. 

18126 CLERK’S REPORTS
The Clerk reported as follows:
(1) That she had sent Cllr Allison’s letter to the Prime Minister, which letter was considered by the Cllrs who attended the September meeting, complaining about, among other things, Mr Paterson’s lack of support in assisting the Parish in its fight against HS2’s proposal to route its construction traffic through Woore.
(2) That she had written to SC criticising SC’s proposal to amend its CIL procedure without it first consulting the town and parish councils in the SC area. 
(3) That she had completed SC’s Neighbourhood Fund Annual Monitoring Form for the period since the policy referred to in 2 above was introduced. 
(4) That, since the last PC Meeting, Cllrs Allison, H Blake and Irwin had attended the Fundamentals for Cllrs course and the Chairman had attended a Planning course. 
(5) That she had received reports from a number of Cllrs confirming that the St Leonard’s Way road sign had been repaired.
(6) That she had spoken to SC about cutting back the hedge on the footpath between the Swan and St Leonard’s Play Area, adjacent to the Bowls Club. SC had confirmed that this job has been referred to their contractors and the hedge will be cut back in the next few weeks.
(7) That a training session on First Aid and the use of defibrillators has been arranged for the afternoon of Sunday 25th November. The Clerk said that she had asked the WI whether it would be prepared to provide refreshments.

18127 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
(a) Victory Hall – Cllr H. Blake said that, sadly, she had to report the death, after a lengthy illness, of Gordon Nichol who had been the Chairman of the Victory Hall Committee for a very long time. The Chairman and Cllrs paid tribute to Mr Nichol’s services to the Victory Hall and to the Parish generally. Cllr H. Blake said that the WI and the Victory Hall are jointly holding an afternoon tea between 2.00 and 4.00 pm on Sunday 4th November (at the Victory Hall) to commemorate the centenary of the end of the First World War. Tickets will cost £6.00. 

(b) Movable and Stationary Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS) – Cllr M. Blake reported that he had circulated the MVAS statistics in the usual way. He said that he had still  not received the Vehicle Activated Sign statistics from SC and that he had raised this matter with Shropshire Cllr Aldcroft who had indicated that he would try to obtain them. Cllr M. Blake said that he understood that the erection of the warning sign outside the Woore Primary and Nursery School had now been scheduled in SC’s planned programme of works and that he would be told when that work was going to be carried out.    

(c) Tree and Footpath Wardens – it was reported that Ms Bedson, one of the wardens, had led the Tennis Club autumn walk. 11 people had accompanied her. At the end of the walk, the Club had provided a very pleasant lunch (with wine) as a fundraiser for its activities. It was further reported that the problems (damage to stiles and obstructions, etc.) with the footpath to Onneley had largely be en sorted out. The remaining issues with that footpath had been referred to SC who seemed anxious to tackle them quickly. It was also reported that the tree commemorating the centenary of the founding of Woore WI had yet to be planted on the Village Green. 

(d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – the Chairman reported that the report of the Planning Inspector examining the draft NP is expected later this month. Following its receipt, a meeting would be held between the NP Steering Group, Cheshire Community Action and SC to consider the Inspector’s findings.  
(e) Shropshire Cllr R. Aldcroft – in view of his absence, no report was given. 

18128 FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUCNIL
It was unanimously resolved that Meetings of the PC should take place in 2019 on 14th January, 11th February, 11th March, 13th May (Annual Meeting), 10th June, 8th July, 9th September, 14th October and 11th November and that the Annual Parish Meeting should take place on 8th April 2019. 

18129 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
It was unanimously resolved to approve the following cheques for payment:

1. [bookmark: _Hlk498183464]S.H. Pimlott (for September 2018):
i. Salary (net of income tax of £108.93)                                          £435.70   
ii. Expenses                                                                                       £36.88                       
iii. Mileage (net of income tax of £2.64)                                              £40.26                                                                                       
iv. Sundry                                                                                           £19.95
                                                                                         TOTAL     £532.79
2. HMRC                                                                                                £111.57
3.  Cllr M. Cowey (travel expenses to course)                                          £27.00
4.  Shropshire Council (for Annual ROSPA Inspection)                           £96.00
5. Tony Seabridge (Lengthsman and Grasscutter)                                £288.00
6. Wright Marshall ( for advice re land purchase)                                  £120.00                                         
                               
18130 THE SEARCH FOR ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE IN THE PARISH
(A) It was unanimously resolved to exclude the public from the Meeting for the duration of this Agenda Item on the grounds that confidential or sensitive information of a commercial nature was going to be discussed, disclosure of which would not be in the public interest. (The members of the public attending the Meeting then left the room.)

(B) The Chairman provided an update about the negotiations concerning the piece of land which the PC is hoping to purchase. 

18131 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported that all correspondence for the period from 8th September 2018 to 5th October 2018 had already been copied to Cllrs.

The Meeting closed at 10.20 pm.  

DATES OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS:  12TH NOVEMBER 2018 AND 14TH JANUARY 2019 (BOTH @ 7.30PM)


RECORD OF VOTING FOR WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8TH OCTOBER 2018 (IN RELATION TO THOSE RESOLUTIONS NOT RECORDED IN THE MINUTES AS HAVING BEEN PASSED UNANIMOUSLY) 

	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18117
	To approve these Minutes.
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	
	
	X

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	Prop: Davies

Second:  Cowey
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Irwin
	X
	
	




	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	18118(C)
	To cancel the arrangement with SC whereby it provides the Parish Council with paper copies of planning applications and charges for so doing.

	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	
	
	X

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	Prop: Davies

Second: Blake M. 
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Irwin
	X
	
	






SIGNED: ………………………………. (CHAIRMAN)

DATED: ………………………………….
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