Minutes of Woore Parish Council Meeting
Monday 20th April 2020
Held Remotely
PRESENT:
Cllr M. Cowey (Chairman), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr H. Blake, Cllr M. Blake, Cllr M. Carter, Cllr K. Chell, Cllr K. Davies, Cllr G. Irwin and Cllr J. Higgin.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Ms S. Tyson, Tree and Footpath Warden and Mr B. Morris, Clerk to the Council.

PUBLIC:
No members of the public attended the meeting.

19242 Apologies for absence.
All Councillors were present.

19243 Declarations of Pecuniary Interests.
No Councillor declared a pecuniary interest.

19244 Open Forum – To last no longer than 15 minutes.
S. Tyson reported the lamp post at the Irelands Cross junction had been knocked over by a lorry hitting a tree. This lamp post had only recently been replaced. Cllr Cowey has asked Shropshire Council in the past to re-site this lamp post and the nearby road sign as the are constantly being hit by low loaders that have trouble negotiating the junction. We have had no response. The cost of maintaining the signpost and lamp post must be escalating. The clerk was asked to write to Shropshire again to inform them of the problem and suggest the re-locate. Cllr Allison stated that as there is a history of accidents at that junction, it should be included in the petition to the House of Lords. The person who designed the layout of that junction is now working for HS2.
Cllr Cowey proposed that the Parish Council should thank the Volunteers of Woore (VoW) for the work they are doing and how quickly they have acted. He has met with Jojo Scoble to offer support and use of the Parish Notice Boards to display information. Thanks, should also be given to Karla Morris at the shop for supporting the community during this difficult time. VoW is now registered as a voluntary group with Shropshire Council (SC). The Chairman has tried to get personal protective equipment for the volunteers without success. Lucy Roberts at SC is the appointed contact for Woore. She has informed us that any businesses in the parish paying business rates will have been contacted to inform them of what grants and funds are available. The Village Hall is suffering loss of revenue and have applied for funding to SC. Cllr Allison has contacted the Chair of Woore United Charities in relation to food parcels. On the Council’s website there is now a Covid 19 tab with the latest information we have received. An official authorisation letter has been obtained from SC which is properly letterheaded and signed for the VoW in case they are stopped by Police.
There was a van parked on St Leonards Play Area accessing the Bowling Green that belonged to the green keeper who was collecting a mower. The Chairman asked him who had given him authorisation to park on the Play Area. The greenkeeper showed the Chairman the steps which are not finished and also took him down onto the bowling green whilst maintaining social distancing. We have since received an email from Mr Beff that has been circulated. The building of the pavilion without planning permission is with Cllr Aldcroft. There was then a general discussion about fencing in relation to the Play Area, access needs to be available for Tony Seabridge to get his mower onto the Play Area and for parents with prams. The Chairman will discuss access requirements with Tony Seabridge before we can proceed with fencing. He will also respond to the email from Mr Beff and forward to Councillors.

19245 To approve and sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th March 2020.
It was resolved to approve the minutes by those that attended the meeting, with those not present abstaining.

19246 Matters Arising
We have had no response from SC on the various issues we have raised on street lighting.

19247 Planning
To consider and, if appropriate, to resolve on a response to the following planning applications:
1. Erection of equipment store and maintenance shed 20/01173/FUL dated 20th March 2020 at The Old Railway Line, Pipe Gate, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4RT.
Cllr Carter reviewed this application. It appears the principal difference between the this and the last application is the removal of the small animal assessment buildings to the LHS which he did not think would have been visible from the Priory Gardens housing estate.  The large building appears to be the same size/location building as previously.  It appears usage of the plot is stated as part time outside working hours, for agricultural purposes.  It is understood the previous application would involve animal assessment business works.  It appears noisiest time of use would coincide with quietest time on residential areas. There are 4 objections to the application on the portal with no letters of support. The application does not meet the requirements of the Neighbourhood Plan.
It was proposed that when reviewing the submission, the objector’s raise many points that remain unanswered or appear to still be present for this altered application, when compared to the refused application. It appears totally out of proportion with the land holding and doesn’t fit in with past use of the site. Taking cognisance of this, Cllr. Carter proposed the application is opposed. It was resolved to oppose the application with 6 Councillors in favour, 2 against and 1 abstaining. See table at end of minutes.

19248 HS2
(1) To receive an update from the Chairman.
The Parish Council has written letters to Boris Johnson, Grant Shapps and Owen Paterson and have not received a response to any of them. HS2 wanted to write a letter to all residents. The Chairman asked them not to in the current circumstances as it would add more stress to residents, so it is on hold. All work with SC on mitigations is also on hold. HS2 are cranking up after receiving the go ahead for the first phase. The Chairman proposed that we send a further letter to Owen Paterson, open to the press, seeking his support for a review of HS2 in its entirety. Labour MP’s are also asking for a review as there are several ways the money could be better spent, especially on the NHS. Following the pandemic and new ways of working HS2 is no longer a requirement. Other areas needing improvement required are Wi-Fi, broadband and mobile coverage. It was unanimously resolved to write an open letter to Owen Paterson. Cllr Allison to draft the letter. Bill Cash MP is very much opposed to HS2.
Cllr Irwin gave an update. The House of Lords is still on hold. All evidence is sorted and the petition is ready to go.
There was some discussion in relation to removal of trees at Bar Hill. S. Tyson thought this was being done by the landowners and not HS2. She will try and find out the reason.



19249 SUMMER PLANTING 2020
To agree how we will manage the summer planting for 2020.
In the current situation this is on hold. We have had no response from Westholme Nurseries on Summer Planters.

19250 COUNCILLOR VACANCY
To receive an update from on the current position.
The vacancy closes on 24th April 2020. So far, we have had 2 applications. We will need to agree how we manage the co-option interviews.

19251 PARISH CLERK VACANCY
To receive an update on the current position.
The vacancy closes on 29th April 2020. We have had 1 enquiry, but no applications. This advert was only placed on SALC and other nearby local council association web sites. If unsuccessful then consideration could be given to splitting the role and having a separate clerk and responsible finance officer.

19252 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
It was unanimously resolved to approve items 1 to 7 for payment: For item 8 it was proposed that we don’t pay E-On and that the clerk forward this to SC and ask them to make payment as they have not responded on our queries over ownership. This was resolved. Seven in favour with two abstentions. See table at rear for voting.
[bookmark: _Hlk24546636]
	1.
	B. M. Morris (February)
	

	
	i Salary (net of income tax of £95.37) 
	£381.48

	
	ii Expenses
	£34.83 

	
	iii Mileage (net of income tax of £2.32)
	£35.38

	
	Iv Sundry
	£241.98

	
	TOTAL
	£693.67

	2.
	HMRC
	£97.69

	3.
	Mike Cowey (Postage)
	£6.60

	4.
	Midland News Association (Clerk Advert
	£372.96

	5.
	Kate Chell (Printing)
	£29.49

	6.
	A. Littleford (Manor Bed Work)
	£50.00

	7.
	Tony Seabridge (St Leonards Play Area)
	£120.00

	8.
	E-On (Street Light Repair St Leonards)
	£212.23



The meeting closed at 8:55pm.
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
May 18th and June 8th (both @ 7.30pm) 



Signed………………………………………..(Chair)
Dated 18th May 2020

FOR THOSE ITEMS THAT THE VOTING WAS SPLIT 

	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	19247
	Oppose the planning application.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Carter, M.
Second: Blake, M.
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Chell
	
	X
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Carter
	X
	
	

	
	
	Irwin
	
	X
	

	
	
	Higgin
	
	
	X



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	19252
	Not to pay E-On but to forward to SC
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	
	
	X

	Prop: Blake, M. 
Second: Carter, M.

	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Chell
	
	
	X

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Carter
	X
	
	

	
	
	Irwin
	X
	
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
	
	




19095

