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MINUTES OF WOORE PARISH COUNCIL
Monday 8th February 2015
Held at Woore Victory Hall
 
PRESENT:
Cllr M. Moore (Chairman), Cllr M. Blake (Vice Chairman), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr. H. Blake, Cllr S. Clifford, Cllr M. Cowey, Cllr J. Higgin, Cllr H. Lightfoot and Cllr F. Woodcock.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Shropshire Cllr J. Cadwallader, Ms S. Tyson (Tree and Footpath Warden) and Miss S. Pimlott, Clerk to the Parish Council (the PC).  
 
PUBLIC
One member of the public attended the meeting.

15172 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr A. Ford apologised for being unable to attend for business reasons.

15173 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Cllr Lightfoot declared a pecuniary interest in respect of Agenda Item 15176(4). The Chairman declared a personal interest in respect of Agenda Item 15176(4). Cllr Woodcock declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 15177(3). 

15174 OPEN FORUM 
The Chairman was referred, by the member of the public who attended the meeting, to Agenda Item 15177(2) and was asked by that member of the public whether it was true that a further planning application had been received for additional new houses on Audlem Road, adjacent to the five self- build houses which had received planning permission on 25th January 2016. The Clerk said that she had not received any notification of new applications for planning permission in the Parish.

15175 TO APPROVE AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 11TH JANUARY 2016
The Council resolved to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of 11th January 2016 subject to an amendment that the spelling of Cllr Higgin’s surname should be corrected in those Minutes.
15176 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF 14TH DECEMBER 2015 AND 11TH JANUARY 2016
1. Manhole Covers (15155 and 15167) In the absence of a report from Mr Rigby, the parishioner who had raised this subject at previous meetings, it was assumed that all three manhole covers had been repaired.
2. Traffic island at Pipe Gate (15155). The Clerk reported that the signs at this traffic island had been repaired. Unfortunately, following that repair, the signs had again been damaged. The Clerk said that she had reported the further damage to Shropshire Council (SC) Highways Department and repeated to SC that the configuration of the traffic island needed changing if further recurrences of the damage were to be avoided.
3. St Leonard’s Play Area (15157). The Clerk reported that, since the last meeting of the PC, the fencing on the left hand side of the Play Area (as you looked at it from St Leonard’s Road) had been removed and the remaining fence stabilised or strengthened.
4. Section 106 Agreement Pipe Gate / Freedom of Information Request (15157). The Chairman left the meeting. Cllr Lightfoot said that she had prepared a statement which she wished to read out before leaving the meeting. Cllr Lightfoot began to read her statement but Cllr Clifford raised a point of order to the Vice Chairman, the Chairman being absent from the meeting.  That point of order was that the PC should move onto the next Agenda Item as what Cllr Lightfoot’s statement was addressing was not a matter on the Agenda. The Vice Chairman ruled that it would be appropriate to move on the next Agenda Item. The Clerk asked Cllr Lightfoot to forward a copy of her statement to her which she would then forward to the Cllrs. The Chairman returned to the Hall and the PC moved onto the next Agenda Item.
5. 15/04397/REM Land West of London Road (2) (15158). The Clerk reported that planning permission for this development had been granted on 26th January 2016. Cllr Cadwallader reported that, at the SC meeting which had considered the planning application, he had, on behalf of the PC, spoken in opposition to the application. The Chairman said that the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) was the only route to ensure that future development in the Parish would reflect the views of parishioners as to its location and appropriateness and to ensure that such development would provide the infrastructure which the Parish considered necessary or desirable. He said that the NP provided a transparent route for involving all those living in the Parish in these important discussions and delivering the parishioners’ aspirations.
6. 15/04881/FUL Change of use stable block to provide new clubhouse for tennis club (15158).  The Clerk reported that planning permission for this development had been granted on 18th December 2015.
7. War Memorial (15162). The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Rev. Alcock in respect of the War Memorial. He had confirmed that the Church owned the Memorial and indicated that he would check the process which the Church would be required to adopt so that arrangements could be made to clean the Memorial. Cllr Woodcock said that the PC had cleaned the Memorial on a number of previous occasions. Cllr Clifford said that Madeley Church’s stone mason had cleaned the graves of fallen soldiers at that Church but some graves owned by the Commonwealth Graves Commission were the responsibility of that Commission. It was agreed that the Clerk would pursue the matter on behalf of the PC.
8. Council Tax Precept (15169) The Clerk reported that she had returned to SC the Form setting out the PC’s precept. She was yet to receive an acknowledgement. Cllr Clifford advised the Clerk to contact SC to ensure that it had received the Form. The Clerk agreed that she would do so. 
9. Replacement of ShropNET by Hugo Fox (15170) Both the Chairman and Cllr Clifford said that they had looked at the proposed new website and that they were satisfied that it appeared to be fit for purpose and user friendly. The Clerk reported that the website provided additional functionality which would be an improvement on ShropNET. It was agreed that the Clerk would activate the new website and notify the Cllrs when the new website had gone live and replaced the current website.
15177 PLANNING
1. 15/01833/OUT - Erection nine dwellings off A51 Pipe Gate. The Clerk reported that planning permission had been refused on 19th January 2016.
2. 14/03637/OUT – Erection five self-build houses land south of Audlem Road. The Clerk reported that planning permission had been granted on 25th January 2016.
· 15/03221/REM (2)– Demolition and erection of 4 dwellings; detached motor repair shop etc Station Road Pipe Gate. Cllr Woodcock left the Hall whilst this matter was being considered. Cllr Ford, the Lead Cllr on the application, advised that he had spoken to most of the people whose properties were likely to be impacted by the development. There were no objections. Most people were keen for the development to proceed.
During the debate the following issues were raised:
· The proposed amendments to the first Reserved Matters application were in relation to the roof / ridge heights of Plots 2, 3 and 4. It was agreed that the proposed amendments to those plots were acceptable. 
· The design of Plot 1 remained unacceptable. The Applicant’s planning consultant, when the application was first made, had agreed with SC that the application would not incorporate any three storey houses on the Site. Plot 1 was a 3 storey house. It was accepted that the level of the Applicant’s yard was lower than the adjacent newly developed houses. It was also agreed that the older houses across the road from Station Yard included a number of three storey houses. However, the PC objected to the third storey on Plot 1 because it would affect adjacent houses in terms of those houses being overlooked. It was agreed that rooms in Plot 1’s roof space would be acceptable instead of Plot 1 having a third storey.
· It was reported that an objection had been raised by a resident on the adjacent new development in relation to their property being overlooked.
· The proposed route of the footpath on the plan was discussed. It was agreed the proposed route in the new plan still did not appear to meet the objections raised by SC’s Rights of Way Officer in 2013.
The PC resolved to support the new application, subject to the objections referred to above. It was agreed that the Clerk would formally respond on behalf of the PC. Cllr Woodcock returned to the meeting.
15178 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
· Shropshire Association of Local Councils (North Shropshire Area Committee). The Clerk reported that the date of the next meeting had been changed to Monday 21st March at 7.15 pm. Cllrs Higgin and Ford were the PC’s representatives on the Committee. Cllr Higgin had attended the last meeting. She said that she would liaise with Cllr Ford to see whether they would both be attending the next meeting.

· Victory Hall (VH). Cllr H Blake reported that the next meeting of the VH Committee was the following day. She said that concerns had been expressed by the Chair of that Committee about the PC’s recent decision to require the Committee to complete an application form for a PC donation and to specify that donations would only be made in respect of applications for capital expenditure. The Clerk reported that that she had re-examined the PC’s new Grant Policy and had concluded that it did not preclude applications for grants for non-capital expenditure. Cllr H Blake went on to report that repairs were being carried out at the VH to the floor area behind the bar and that the VH’s roof had been damaged in the recent bad weather and would require repair.
 
· Moveable Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS). The Vice Chairman confirmed that he had circulated the most recent statistics obtained from MVAS and that these showed some vehicles were travelling at high speed through the Parish. He would be moving MVAS to a new location shortly. Cllr Woodcock stated that he had been slightly sceptical about acquiring MVAS but he now considered that the proposal to purchase the equipment had been an excellent idea and that the cost of MVAS was money well spent. He thanked the Vice Chairman for his efforts, both in advocating the purchase of MVAS and also in relation to his management of MVAS on behalf of the PC.

· Tree and Path Wardens’ Report. Ms Tyson said that a dangerous ash tree on Candle Lane had been felled. A further ash tree required felling or lopping. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the homeowner on whose land that tree was to request that such work be completed as soon as possible. Ms Tyson reported that SC’s scheme of offering free trees had ended. It was hoped that the scheme might be offered again in August 2016.

· Neighbourhood Plan (NP). The Chairman reported that the NP Team’s last meeting was reasonably well attended. The next meeting of the Team is on 24th February. The Chairman said that the NP Team’s leaflet had been circulated with the Woore Parish Churches’ Magazine and that the date of the first public meeting on 11th March was included in the leaflet. It was agreed that all Cllrs would try to publicise the meeting on 11th March and the importance of an NP for the Parish. It was further agreed that those Cllrs with links to the WI, VH and other groups in the Parish would also try to encourage parishioners to attend the meeting. It was said that it was important that parishioners not only attended the forthcoming meeting but also that that some of those attending or responding to the leaflet were prepared to assist in producing the NP. Without parishioners’ interest, it was going to be difficult to produce the NP.

· SC Cllr J. Cadwallader. Cllr Cadwallader reported that the Planning Inspector who had conducted the examination of SC’s SamDev had decided that it was satisfactory. Assuming that there were no challenges raised during the period allowed for such challenges, SamDev would soon become SC’s Development Plan. Cllr Cadwallader said that he was pleased to report that land supply for development in Shropshire appeared to more than meet assessed needs. He also reported that the PC’s application for designation as a NP area would be considered by SC’s Cabinet on 10th February. Cllr Cadwallader also reported that SC were setting up an Adult Safeguarding Board which would provide a procedure to manage allegations of abuse against adults. Cllr Cadwallader said that the NHS’s 111 service will be included in the local arrangements for the NHS out of hours service and that the Clinical Commissioning Group was reviewing its provision of transport for non-emergency treatment at hospitals.
15179 SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL’S THE BIG CONVERSATION 
Cllr Cowey said that he had attended this event on behalf of the PC. The purpose of the event was, in view of SC’s budget reductions, to consider which services SC should continue to provide in future and how those services could be more efficiently and effectively delivered. Cllr Cowey reported that approximately 60 people attended the event. They had been divided into groups and, following a brainstorming session, the groups’ views were reported back and recorded. Feedback will be sent to Cllr Cowey. On receipt he will forward this to all the Cllrs. A further Event will also take place to continue the process. The Chairman thanked Cllr Cowey for attending the event on behalf of the PC. 
15180 WOMEN’S INSTITUTE CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
Cllr H Blake advised that the WI centenary was in 2018 and not, as reported at the last meeting, in 2017, so there was more time to decide on a suitable way of marking the centenary.
15181 SEARCH FOR A NEW PUBLIC OPEN SPACE
The Clerk reported that SC had advised that it was holding £ 32,198.55 for the provision of Open Public Space in the Parish. This represented Section 106 money generated from the Audlem Road development and must be spent by the Parish by 25th November 2018. After some discussion about where a new public space should be sited and how a site could be found and purchased, it was agreed that the Clerk should obtain further information from SC in respect of the terms of the Section 106 Agreement which had generated the funds.
15182 PROPOSAL TO FELL TREES ON THE VILLAGE GREEN
The Clerk reported that she and Cllr Cowey had met with the electricity supplier’s contractor on the Village Green to identify and discuss the removal of trees and vegetation which were growing into the power lines. The contractor had agreed to see whether, in addition to removing the trees and bushes, they would replace them with new trees at nil cost to the PC. Ms S Tyson had met with the Clerk and Cllr Cowey and agreed to assist, with the help of SC’s tree officer, to identify suitable replacement trees and bushes. 
15183 TRAFFIC SPEED REDUCTIONS OUTSIDE WOORE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Cllr Cowey reported that the school warning sign was currently hidden by foliage. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the homeowner whose hedge or tree was responsible. Cllr Cowey also raised the issue of improving road safety in the vicinity of the school. It was agreed the Clerk would raise this with SC’s David Gradwell and the school’s head and report back at the next meeting.
15184 TRANSPARENCY FUNDING
The Clerk confirmed that the PC’s application for transparency funding had been successful. This funding would provide for the purchase of a new scanner, for the PC’s new website, for the training of the Clerk on running the new website and for additional hours for the Clerk to carry out the necessary changes to ensure that the PC meets the requirements of the Transparency Regulations.
15185 GRASSCUTTER AND LENGHTHSMAN SERVICES
The Clerk reported that arrangements needed to be made for the grass cutting and lengthsman services required in the Parish for the forthcoming growing season. The Clerk said that she would be introducing some new processes which would record the work done by both contractors. Following a short discussion, it was resolved that the PC should retain the services of its existing contractors. It was agreed that the Clerk should approach SC with a view to SC paying the PC to carry out the grass cutting and other services currently carried out by SC in the Parish. It was suggested that this might be a more efficient and effective method of service delivery for SC. Cllr Cadwallader reported that there was a precedent for such an arrangement in the adjacent parish of Norton in Hales. 
15186 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
S.H. Pimlott
1. Salary                                                                              £372.26
1. Expenses                                                                         £140.16
1. Sundry (Xmas Tree and printer cartridges)                     £142.99  
HMRC                                                                                            £93.07
Delmar Press (Neighbourhood Plan leaflet)                                £108.00                          
E-ON                                                                                           £127.00 
Shropshire Assoc of Local Councils (training courses)                 £80.00      
Shropshire Council (playground inspections)                              £133.50 
 The Council resolved to pay the above accounts.

15187 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
The correspondence circulated by the Clerk prior to, and at, the meeting and referred to in the Agenda was noted.

Date of Next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 14th March 2016 at 7.15 pm

The Meeting closed at 9.45 pm.

RECORD OF VOTING FOR WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8th FEBRUARY
2016
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Signed: ………………………………

Michael Moore
Chairman of the Meeting held on 8th
February 2016

Dated: ……………………………….  
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