Minutes of Woore Parish Council Meeting
Monday 18th May 2020
Held Remotely
PRESENT:
Cllr M. Cowey (Chairman), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr H. Blake, Cllr M. Blake, Cllr M. Carter, Cllr K. Chell, Cllr K. Davies, Cllr G. Irwin and Cllr J. Higgin.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr B. Morris, Clerk to the Council.

PUBLIC:
Gary Beff and Wendy Steadman were in virtual attendance.

20001 Apologies for absence.
All Councillors were present.

20002 Declarations of Pecuniary Interests and HS2 Dispensation.
No Councillor declared a pecuniary interest. The Clerk reported that he had received dispensations from Cllrs Cowey, Irwin, Allison, Davies and Chell. The others were in hand and would be accepted at the next meeting.

20003 Open Forum – To last no longer than 15 minutes.
None of the members of the public in attendance wished to raise any matters in the open forum. 
Cllr Chell raised the issue of lack of parking in the village. Asked whether we could get HS2 to rent space for car parking. Cllr Cowey responded saying that HS2 will not agree to anything until they get the go ahead. We will be asking HS2 to stick by what they have committed to. Cllr Allison responded that car parking was covered by the petition. It was agreed that we would put car parking on the next agenda. 
20004 To approve and sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th April 2020.
It was unanimously resolved to approve the minutes.



20005 Matters Arising
Cllr Cowey wanted to raise Barr Hill with Sally Tyson, but unfortunately, she was not present.

20007 Planning
To discuss further matters relating to the Planning Application decided at the meeting of the Council in relation to The Old Railway Line, Pipe Gate, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4RT.

Cllr Irwin wanted to discuss the second set of comments put in on the planning application reviewed last month, particularly the reference to the permissive path. Cllr Irwin’s view was that as this was not discussed at the meeting then the comments should not have been made. Cllr Carter responded that prior to the meeting he had sent all councillors information that included the objections of the Priory Gardens Residents and the permissive path was part of that objection. And during the meeting he referred to the points from previous objections that remain unanswered. Cllr Irwin stated that the permissive path was not part of the planning application and therefore should not have been commented on. Cllr Chell asked whose problem it was. Cllr Cowey responded that he may have been in the wrong making those comments, but he was frustrated with the Agent being allowed to comment on the objections after the period for comments had closed and if we hadn’t included the comment we would not have found out the permissive path had been closed off after 2½ years. The case Officer has now put the application out for consultation again. Cllr M Blake stated that we should take account of the type of application and the history, as some applicants constantly submit counter arguments to objections. He then put forward a motion of confidence in the Chairman. The Chairman was supported by 6 Councillors with 2 against. See table at rear for voting. The planning application will need to be discussed at the next meeting on 8th June 2020 and it was agreed that Cllr Carter would review the amended plans and report back to this meeting.

20008 Representatives’ Reports
To receive reports concerning the following matters:

(a) Movable and Stationary Vehicle Activated Signs – Cllr M. Blake 
Cllr Blake stated that the batteries had not been changed in the MVAS recently, so they were not currently working. He had contacted the supplier and they had confirmed that the signs were legal as Shropshire had asked Parish Council’s to ensure that they were. It was a body called ARTSM, The Association for Road Traffic Safety and Management, that were concerned over cheap imports of signs. We still have the repair to be done and the sign would be done for around a week while this was done, but in the interim the batteries would be changed and the signs would be operational again. Cllr Cowey reported social media concern over speeding, some requesting speed humps, generally not aware of all the work that the parish council has done in relation to speeding. It was suggested that we invite them to the next Parish Council Meeting. We had suggested the use of speed guns but were unable to get any volunteers. It was agreed to put a message on social media asking residents to contact the clerk prior to 8/6/20 to attend the meeting to discuss. Cllr Davies would prepare the message and Cllr M Blake agreed to review the message before posting.
(b) Tree and Path Wardens – Ms S. Tyson & Ms C. Bedson.
Neither of the wardens were in attendance. Cllr Cowey had sent 3 walks to Cllr Allison that had been provided by the wardens in response to requests for walks from residents. It was agreed that we would put on social media together with Do’s and Don’ts provided by Carol Bedson. Cllrs Davies and Allison to agree post before putting on social media.
(c) Shropshire – Councillor Mr R Aldcroft
No report as the Councillor was not present.

2009 HS2
(1) To receive an update from the Chairman.
Cllr Cowey reported that it had been very quiet until the last few days. Radio Shropshire contacted him on Friday and asked that he be available for comment on Sunday morning but not to disclose due to confidentiality. When Sunday came, he was able to comment on the Public Accounts Committee review of HS2. Shropshire had commented and stated they were meeting the parish council later this week. We now have a contact at Radio Shropshire who is very interested in HS2. Cllr Allison said some of the things in the report were appalling. She felt we should write another letter to Owen Paterson asking him to contact the Minister solely responsible for HS2 and it should be a consideration for where saving can be made to go towards the budget overspend caused by the pandemic. We have had no feedback from any of our letters. The government should stop HS2 and invest in the East West Coast. Everyone was in favour of another letter, Cllr Allison to compose that letter. Cllr Cowey raised the meeting with Shropshire, who are not fully supporting the Parish Council. Cllr Carter state that we should have a weekly update from Andy Moreton. It was agreed that Cllrs Cowey and Irwin more attend a virtual meeting with Andy Moreton this week.



20010 Covid 19
To discuss any issues in relation to Covid 19 and impact on Parish Council.

Cllr Cowey had been in touch with the Volunteers of Woore and they were all okay with no issues. Still collecting prescriptions and delivering food. Cllr Cowey and Chell had contacted businesses and some were not aware of the support they could get. Cllr Chell stated the shop was doing an amazing job to support the parish during the pandemic. Karla had extended the opening hours. It was agreed that the clerk would write to thank her. Cllr Chell suggested that at the end of the pandemic we should erect a plaque as a thank you to the shop and the Volunteers of Woore.

20011 St Leonards Play Area
To agree the way forward on protecting the play area.

It was agreed that there should be one entrance with the rest fenced off. Cllr Cowey will pick up with Tony Seabridge. Cllr Chell pointed out the parking issues and she spoke to some of the drivers who were attending the bowling green and they stated that they had been told to park here as there was insufficient parking by the entrance. A proposal was then made by the Chairman that there should only be one entrance and that was unanimously resolved by Councillors. Cllr Allison suggested we ask PC Ambrose for advice on what we could do about parking and the way cars were parked could cause a danger to children. Cllr Cowey agreed to contact the PC and seek advice. A maintenance company has recently contacted the council offering their services and the clerk was asked to contact them.

20012 Summer Planting 2020
To agree how we will manage the summer planting for 2020.

Cllr Chell reported that all the waterers are now sorted, with the help of Cllr H Blake in respect of Grove Crescent. Just waiting on the plants from Westholmes.

20013 Street Lighting
To discuss response so far received from Shropshire Council.
The clerk reported that Shropshire had only responded on the use of West Mercia Energy in respect of Street Lighting. The clerk was requested to forward all the correspondence on Street Lighting to Cllr Roy Aldcroft.

20014 Co Option Of Councillor 
To receive the statement from the 3 applicants and decide by a vote which candidate to accept.
Having read the statements, the councillors voted and Julian Clarke received a majority of the votes. It was resolved to appoint Julian Clarke as Councillor for Woore Parish Council.



20015 Parish Clerk Vacancy
To agree the panel for appointing the new clerk and agree the process.

It was unanimously resolved to follow the same process as was used for the appointment of the current clerk and to appoint Cllrs M Cowey, M. Blake and J Higgin to the interview panel.

20016 Parish Council Insurance
To receive an update from the Clerk and agree Council’s Insurers and length of contract. To determine whether to add payment to the payment list below.

It was unanimously resolved to accept the quotation from BHIB on a fixed 3-year contract.

20017 Payment Of Accounts
It was unanimously resolved to approve the following items for payment: 
[bookmark: _Hlk24546636]
	1.
	B. M. Morris (April)
	

	
	i Salary (net of income tax of £95.37) 
	£396.79

	
	ii Expenses
	£34.83 

	
	iii Mileage (net of income tax of £0.00)
	£0.00

	
	Iv Sundry
	£17.89

	
	TOTAL
	£449.51

	2.
	HMRC
	£99.19

	3.
	Sarah Pimlott (Microsoft Office)
	£113.76

	4.
	SALC (Affiliation Fee)
	£548.78

	5.
	Tony Seabridge (Grass Cutting)
	£360.00

	6.
	E-On (Street Light Repair St Leonards)
	£212.23





20018 Parish Council Finances
To receive an update from the Clerk.
The clerk reported the following balances.
	
	31/03/2020
	30/04/2020

	Recreation Fund
	£9,971
	£9,971

	CIL Fund
	£16,611
	£52,303

	General Balance
	£27,793
	£57,856

	Total Balances
	£54,375
	£120,130



Councillors were reminded that bank accounts are only protected up to £85,000 by the Financial Services Guarantee Scheme.

The meeting closed at 9:12pm.
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
June 8th and July 13th (both @ 7.30pm) 


Signed………………………………………..(Chair)
Dated 8th June 2020

FOR THOSE ITEMS THAT THE VOTING WAS SPLIT 

	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	20007
	Confidence in the Chairman following his actions in respect of comments on the planning application.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	Prop: Blake, M.
Second: Carter, M.
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	
	
	Chell
	
	X
	

	
	
	Cowey
	
	
	

	
	
	Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	Carter
	X
	
	

	
	
	Irwin
	
	X
	

	
	
	Higgin
	X
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