


[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 12th March 2018
Held at Woore Victory Hall


PRESENT:
Cllr M. Blake (Chairman), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr. K. Chell, Cllr K. Davies (present only for part of the Meeting), Cllr. A. Ford, Cllr J. Higgin, Cllr G. Irwin and Cllr J. Mitchell (present only for part of the Meeting).
Ms S. Tyson, Tree and Footpath Warden, and Ms S. Pimlott, Clerk to the Parish Council (PC). 

PUBLIC
5 members of the public attended the meeting. They were: Ms J. Clarke, Ms J. Griffith, Ms A. Jones, Mr B. McCaulder and Mr A. Melvin.

18026 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr M. Cowey (Vice Chairman) and Cllr H. Blake had sent their apologies for being unable to attend for personal reasons. It was unanimously resolved to accept those apologies. Shropshire Councillor Aldcroft was also not present.

18027 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
Cllr Davies declared that he had a pecuniary interest in respect of Agenda Item 18032(1).

In respect of Agenda Item 18031, the Clerk had, at previous PC Meetings, granted dispensations to all Cllrs present in respect of any discussions about HS2 which the PC might conduct at is Meetings until the next Annual Meeting of the PC in May 2018. 

18028 OPEN FORUM
(1) The Chairman asked whether any members of the public wished to speak concerning any matter not on the Agenda. No one did wish to speak concerning such a matter.
(2) The Chairman then asked whether any members of the public wished to speak concerning matters on the Agenda. Mr Melvin, Ms Jones and Ms Clark said that they wished to speak concerning Agenda Item 18031. They said that, in view of the terms of correspondence received by various people from HS2’s solicitors late last week, it was possible that only the PC’s Petition, and no others from parishioners, would be heard by the Select Committee appointed to consider the HS2 Bill. The view was expressed that a meeting needed to be held to ensure that, at any hearing before the Select Committee, the PC expressed views representative of those of parishioners. The Clerk commented that if the PC’s Petition and that of the Woore Parish Action Group (WPAG) were compared, it would be seen that all the arguments put forward by WPAG were also put forward by the PC. Both Petitions argued that it was inappropriate for HS2’s construction traffic to be routed through the Parish and essentially gave the same reasons for why that was the case. The only possible difference was that the PC argued more forcibly than WPAG for HS2’s construction traffic to be routed directly on to the M6. It was agreed that the current situation was rather unclear in that it was still not known whether HS2 intended to object to WPAG’s Petition being heard by the Select Committee. It was recognised that, because of this, the PC’s position needed to be a flexible one. It was agreed that, under Agenda Item 18031, the PC would consider whether another meeting should be held for the purposes suggested by Mr Melvin, Ms Jones and Ms Clark. It was commented that if such a meeting was held, by the time that it took place, HS2’s positions concerning the Petitions of the PC and WPAG might well be clearer.

Mr Melvin commented that consideration needed to be given to the implications for the Parish of the proposals of the Stone Railhead Action Group that the railhead presently proposed near Yarnfield be moved to Aldersey’s Rough.


18029 TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12TH FEBRUARY 2018
It was resolved to approve these Minutes.

18030 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
(a) Victory Hall – In Cllr H. Blake’s absence, the Chairman indicated that he did not think that the Hall’s Management Committee had met since the PC last met and so there was nothing to report. Cllr Chell said that she had noticed that the lighting around, and in, the Hall seemed to be on late at night even when the Hall was not in use. This seemed to be a waste of money. The Chairman said that he would report Cllr Chell’s concern to Cllr H. Blake for her to raise it with the Management Committee. The Clerk was also asked to write to the Chairman of the Management Committee concerning this matter.  

(b) Movable and Stationary Vehicle Activated Signs – the Chairman said that the position remained unchanged from when the PC last met. He said that Shropshire Council (SC) has instructed a new contractor to install a Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) near the junction of the A51 and Cherry Tree Lane but this had not yet been done. It had still not been worked out how data from the VAS installed on the A51 near Priory Gardens at Pipe Gate could be passed to the PC.

(c) Tree and Path Wardens – Ms Tyson indicated that she had nothing to report.

(d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – in the absence of the Vice Chairman, the Chairman said that the period for consultation in respect of the draft NP had now closed. Three of the statutory consultees (Natural England, Historic England and the Environment Agency) had responded. The NP Team would now consider those responses and, if appropriate, amend the draft NP.

(e) Shropshire Cllr Aldcroft – no report was given as Cllr Aldcroft was not present. Cllr Mitchell asked to whom Cllr Aldcroft and SC was answerable to for their failure to protect the Parish from HS2 and how SC could be made to meet its responsibilities. It was stated that anyone unhappy with SC could pursue a complaint against it under its Complaints Procedure and then go to the Local Government Ombudsman. As regards to whom SC and its Councillors were answerable, the answer was the electorate. 

18031 HS2
(1) Vice Chairman’s Report: In the absence of the Vice Chairman, the Chairman stated that the PC had lodged its Petition against the HS2 Bill and, as yet, the PC’s entitlement to appear before the Select Committee had not been challenged. The Chairman said that the hearing of Petitions would commence in mid-April and was expected to finish by 20th July. He indicated that the Whitmore Heath to Madeley tunnel proposal and the Aldersey’s Rough Railhead proposal would be considered before other Petitions.  

(2) Cllr Irwin’s Report concerning WPAG: She said that WPAG had submitted its Petition and had held drop-in sessions to assist parishioners to present their own petitions. She said that the right to be heard of a number of individuals who had presented petitions had now been challenged by HS2. WPAG was now intending to assist such individuals in appealing against those challenges.  

(3) Preparation for the Select Committee hearing: (a) It was resolved that the 
preferred option was to instruct Counsel to represent the PC before the Select Committee. The Clerk was requested to try to obtain further information as to how much using Counsel would cost. It was commented that the Rt Hon Bill Cash MP had recommended that any petitioner intending to instruct Counsel should use one experienced in parliamentary work. A discussion followed as to how funds should be raised to instruct Counsel. Whilst the PC would be prepared to contribute to Counsel’s fees from its own funds, it was also suggested that well off parishioners should be directly approached and that, if no large donations were forthcoming, other parishioners should be asked to contribute a minimum of £10 per person. It was also suggested that crowdfunding be looked into.   

(At this point, Cllr Mitchell left the Meeting and did not return.)
  
(b) It was resolved that, should it prove impossible to fund Counsel’s fees, Cllr Irwin, the Vice Chairman and Mr Melvin should work together to prepare how the PC’s Petition will be presented before the Select Committee.

(c) The Clerk reported that she had written to SC to request that it should provide expert advice concerning traffic and environmental issues or that it should fund the obtaining of such advice. She said that she had yet to receive a substantive response to that request. It was resolved that, should sufficient funding be forthcoming from SC or from elsewhere, the PC would seek to instruct experts to advise concerning traffic and environmental issues.

It was further resolved that an Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council should be convened on 9th April 2018, to commence at 8.00pm, the purpose of such Meeting being to consider the presentation of the PC’s Petition before the Select Committee.

18032 PLANNING
The PC considered the following planning applications (but Cllr Davies left the Meeting before (1) below was discussed): 
(1) 18/00504/FUL being an application for the erection of an outbuilding to provide a swimming pool and gymnasium ancillary to the use of the main house at Weston House, Audlem Road, Woore, CW3 9RL.

Cllr Ford had been the Lead Cllr in relation to this application. He reported that he had visited the two properties closest to the site the subject of the application, but the owners were not in. Whilst the owners were not, he had seen that they had lodged comments in relation to the application on SC’s Planning Portal. 
Following a discussion (to which Mr McCaulder contributed) about the application, the PC resolved to support it, subject to the following matters:
A. That this application is one of a number previously made by the Applicant, in respect of which various permissions have been given. The works carried out pursuant to those permissions have been extensive and carried out over a long period of time. It is the PC’s understanding that, for a large part of the works, the Applicant moved out of the property and thus the workmen onsite were, in a sense, unsupervised, and worked into the evenings and at weekends, causing noise disturbance and a nuisance to neighbours.  The PC would therefore ask that any permission is made subject to a condition that the works be carried out only between 9.00am and 5.00pm on weekdays and not at weekends or on Bank Holidays.
B. That it supports and endorses the comments of SC Regulatory Services concerning the positioning of any noise making plant and machinery and the positioning of vents and would ask that a condition be imposed in the terms suggested by Regulatory Services.
C. That, whilst it appreciates that any future applications relating to the site will be considered on their own merits, the PC would ask that its opinion be noted that the latest planning application is one of a number relating to the site and risks, given the rural nature of the site / plot and the proximity of neighbours to it, making the site / plot overdeveloped. 

(Cllr Davies returned to the Meeting.)

(2) 18/00849/FUL being an application for the installation of a mezzanine floor to form additional office space and the insertion of two windows at TT Pumps, Onneley Works, Newcastle Road, Woore, CW3 9RU.
It had been decided by the Chairman and Vice Chairman that no Lead Councillor should be appointed for this application because (i) there was insufficient time to allow this to happen prior to the PC having to consider the application and (ii) the proposed works were largely internal. The PC resolved to support this application.
18033 SUB-COMMITTEES
(1) (a) The Clerk explained that this was the first year when the PC would be taking on responsibility for the services hitherto provided by Woore Village Pride (WVP). The Clerk said that the planting would be the same as had been carried out by WVP but someone would have to be responsible for the management of that planting and watering. The Clerk said that this was why this item was included on the Agenda. Following a discussion, it was resolved not to appoint a sub-committee to supervise the carrying out of the activities formerly carried out by WVP. Instead, certain Cllrs, namely the Chairman, Cllr Chell and Cllr Irwin, agreed to take responsibility for managing the planting and watering of the sites near their respective homes in Woore and Ireland’s Cross and to liaise with the Parishioners who had volunteered for such work. 

(b) Following a discussion, it was resolved not to appoint a sub-committee to examine how better transport services could be provided for parishioners. Instead, Cllrs Chell and Irwin agreed to take this matter forward. They said that they would commence by contacting the Loggerheads Medical Voluntary Car Scheme (LMVCS) (which is part of the Madeley and District Community Association) and North Shropshire Wheelers Community Bus Project (NSWCBP). The Clerk indicated that information about both these organisations, and the services they provide, would shortly be available on the PC’s website. She said that LMVCS ferries people to medical appointments and that NSWCBP provided more general transport (which is free to Shropshire Bus Pass holders). She also said that both organisations are looking for volunteer drivers.    

(2) and (3) In view of the resolution passed at (1) above, these Agenda Items were not dealt with.

18034 LISTED BUILDINGS
It was commented that if more buildings in the Parish were listed, it might help the Parish to resist HS2’s proposals for routing construction traffic through the Parish. It was said that some Parishioners might not want their properties listing but that they would presumably have the opportunity to have their arguments heard during the listing process. Cllrs were reminded that, when a planning application was made to develop the Swan Public House into apartments, they had been disappointed to learn that that property was not listed. Following a discussion, it was resolved that Cllr Higgin and the Vice Chairman should be appointed to seek the listing of buildings in the Parish. It was agreed that their main responsibility would be to liaise with the Historic Environment Team at SC to progress any possible listings. 

18035 CLERK’S REPORTS
The Clerk reported as follows:
1. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST TO SC RE HS2 (AGENDA ITEM 17139(3)): that, since the last PC Meeting, she had exchanged further emails with Mr Candler at SC, the latest of which she had circulated to Cllrs earlier today. 
2. SECTION 106 PHOENIX FIELD COMPLAINT (AGENDA ITEM 17141): that a substantive response has still not been received from SC but she had again today chased for such a response. She had circulated her email to SC to all Cllrs earlier today.
3. BROKEN PLANTER (AGENDA ITEM 17068): that the Lengthsman and Grasscutter has yet to provide a quotation for replacing the broken planter but she has today emailed him to chase for that quotation.
18036 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
It was resolved to approve the following cheques for payment:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk498183464]S.H. Pimlott (for February 2018):
i. Salary (net of income tax of £103.37)                                      £413.47                                                                                                                                                 
ii. Expenses                                                                                   £32.89   
iii. Mileage (net of income tax of £1.76)                                          £26.84
iv. Sundry                                                                                        £50.98
                                                                                       TOTAL    £524.18
2. HMRC                                                                                             £105.13
3.  Cheshire Community Action (advice re NP)                                    £897.80
4.  E-on (street lighting repair)                                                              £230.40            
5.  Mark Cooper (drafting HS2 petition)                                                £300.00
6.  Woore Victory Hall (room hire, including £90.00 for NP meetings) £234.00                                         
7. Cheshire Community Action (advice re NP)                                     £372.80

18037 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported that all correspondence for the period from 9th February 2018 to 9th March 2018 had already been copied to Cllrs.

The Meeting closed at 9.45 pm.  

DATES OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS: MONDAY 9TH APRIL 2018 (EXTRAORDINARY MEETING @ 8.00PM IN THE MAIN HALL AT THE VICTORY HALL) AND MONDAY 14TH MAY 2018 (ANNUAL MEETING) @ 7.30PM

DATE OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: 9TH APRIL 2018 IN THE STUBBS LOUNGE AT THE VICTORY HALL (@ 7.15PM)

RECORD OF VOTING FOR WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 12TH MARCH 2018
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	18031(3)(c)
	That an Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council should be convened on 9th April 2018, to commence at 8.00pm, the purpose of such Meeting being to consider the presentation of the PC’s Petition before the Select Committee.
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SIGNED: ………………………………. (CHAIRMAN)

DATED: ………………………………….
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