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MINUTES OF WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 11th March 2019
Held at Woore Victory Hall


PRESENT:
Cllr M. Cowey (Chairman), Cllr A. Ford (Vice Chairman), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr M. Blake, Cllr M. Carter, Cllr. K. Chell,  and Cllr G. Irwin.

IN ATTENDANCE:
 Ms S. Tyson, Tree and Footpath Warden, and Ms S. Pimlott, Clerk to the Parish Council (PC). 

PUBLIC
No members of the public attended the meeting. 

19039 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr K. Davies had sent his apology for his absence which was for business reasons. Cllrs H. Blake and J. Higgin had sent their apologies for their absence which was for personal reasons. It was unanimously resolved to accept those apologies. Shropshire Cllr Aldcroft had also sent his apology for his absence. 

19040 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS
No Cllrs declared a pecuniary interest in respect of any Agenda Item.

In respect of Agenda Item 19047, the Clerk had, at previous PC meetings, granted dispensations to all Cllrs (except to Cllr Carter) in respect of any discussions about HS2 which the PC might conduct at its meetings until the next Annual Meeting of the PC in May 2019. Prior to the commencement of the Meeting today, the Clerk had granted a dispensation in the same terms to Cllr Carter.

19041 OPEN FORUM
In the absence of any member of the public, the Open Forum was not held.

19042 TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11TH FEBRUARY 2019
It was resolved to approve these Minutes.

19043 DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Cllr Carter read and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of the office of Cllr.
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19044 PLANNING
Prior to the consideration of the planning applications below, Cllr M. Blake requested that, where voting about them was not unanimous, the voting should be recorded in the Minutes so as to show how each Cllr present had voted or had abstained. 

(1) The PC considered planning application 18/05854/FUL being an application for redevelopment of the site comprising retention of bowling green, provision of dedicated car parking for bowling club and erection of four dwellings including access at the former Swan Public House Car Park, Nantwich Road, Woore CW3 9SA. 

The PC had previously considered this application at its last Meeting (see Agenda Item 19025(A)). It was resolved to object to the application but, in the event that SC was to decide to approve the application, the PC should ask that SC should make the planning permission which it grants subject to the following conditions:
1. That the car parking spaces (other than those provided for the houses the subject of the permission) should be for use by the public (including members of the Bowls Club). 
2. That the land currently used by the Bowls Club should only be used for the purposes of a Bowls Club for a period of at least 99 years.

(2) The PC considered the following planning applications relating to the proposed residential development land west of London Road, Woore:
(a) No.19/00766/FUL being an application for the erection of one detached dwelling and a detached garage (Plot 6).
(b) No.19/00767/FUL being an application for the erection of one detached dwelling (Plot 8).
(c) No.19/00768/FUL being an application for the erection of one detached dwelling and a detached garage (Plot 9).
(d) No.19/00769/FUL being an application for the erection of one detached dwelling (Plot 10).
(e) No.19/00770/FUL being an application for the construction of access road, drainage and service route with associated infrastructure.

Cllr Chell was the Lead Cllr in relation to these applications. She said that she had visited four neighbouring properties and spoken to some of their occupiers. She had left her contact details where occupiers were out. She said that, in essence, she shared the concerns expressed by SC’s consultees and had a concern about how the various applications appeared to be being used as a means of avoiding anyone having to pay CIL monies for this second phase of the development on land west of London Road. It was unanimously resolved that the PC would object to this application on the above bases, that it  would seek clarification about the position concerning CIL monies and that it would seek to challenge that position if it was considered appropriate to do so.
(3) The PC considered the following planning applications relating to Dorrington Hall Farm, Dorrington Lane, Woore, CW3 9RR:
(a) No.19/00433/FUL being an application for the erection of an extension to an existing agricultural building to provide a workshop for farm machinery. 
(b) No. 19/00434/FUL being an application for the proposed erection of an agricultural building for housing livestock.

The Chairman was the Lead Cllr in respect of these applications. He reported that  only two of SC’s consultees had thus far commented on the applications. One of them, SC’s ecologist, had recommended refusal of the applications because further information was required about whether great crested newts would be affected by the proposed developments. The Chairman reported that no other properties are in close proximity to Dorrington Hall and so no neighbours would be affected by the proposals. It was unanimously resolved that the PC should support the applications, subject to the Applicant meeting the requirements of SC and its consultees.  

(4) The PC considered planning application 19/00787/VAR relating to Cherry Tree Arboretum, Cherry Tree Lane, Woore CW3 9SR being an application for the removal of Condition No. 4 attached to Planning Permission 16/05178/FUL dated 30th January 2017 to allow the building to be used other than by Cherry Tree Arboretum.
Cllr Irwin was the Lead Councillor in relation to this application. She said that the application was rather vague and had insufficient information about how the property was going to be used. This made it difficult to comment on the proposal. She said that she had spoken to two neighbours who had both indicated to her that they considered that Cherry Tree Lane, which is the route of a restricted byway and a narrow lane of single vehicle width with limited passing points, could not cope with the current volume and type of traffic using it. Cllr Irwin said that the condition which the Applicant was seeking to remove had  been imposed expressly to protect the amenity of neighbours and that the application thus represented a danger to that amenity. It was her view that the PC should oppose the removal of the condition and, in doing so, that the PC would rely on the grounds of objection which it had lodged in response to Planning Application 16/05178/FUL. It was unanimously resolved that the PC should object to the application on the above bases. 
(At this point, Cllr Carter left the Meeting.)
19045 THE SWAN CAR PARK AND BOWLS CLUB
(1)The PC unanimously resolved not to purchase from its current owner before 4th April 2019 the Swan Car Park and Bowls Club, the above date being the expiry of the moratorium relating to the disposal of that land arising under Section 95 of the Localism Act 2011.
(2) The PC unanimously resolved to authorise the Clerk to notify Shropshire Council of that resolution. 
(3) The PC unanimously resolved to defer the organisation of the informal referendum / informal canvassing of parishioners’ opinions (see Agenda Item 19004 in the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th January 2019) pending any future decision by the Parish Council to seek to purchase any of the land referred to in (1) above. 

(At this point, Cllr Carter returned to the Meeting.)

19046 GRANTS / DONATIONS UNDER SECTION 137 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972
It was unanimously resolved to make a donation or grant to the Woore Horticultural Society (the Society) of £300 towards the costs (the provision of replacement trophies, the printing of the show schedule and associated administration costs) of mounting the Woore And District Produce Show. The Clerk was instructed to ask the  Society to include on the engravings of the trophies reference to the trophies having been donated to the Society by the PC.
19047 HS2
The Chairman reported that:
(1) It had been proposed that the next Meeting with HS2, SC, Shropshire Cllr Aldcroft, the Woore Parish Action Group (WPAG) and the Rt Hon Owen Paterson MP in Woore should be on 14th June.
(2) He now understood that the costings of the construction of the haul routes  and of the continuous pavements referred to at the PC’s last Meeting (see Agenda Item 19028(A)) would be made available by HS2 prior to the Meeting on 14th June.
(3) The staff at HS2 with whom the PC had been working had been moved on to other jobs so that, yet again, the PC would regrettably have to deal with new faces at HS2.
(4) WPAG is preparing the draft response to HS2’s report entitled “Traffic Calming and Road Safety Provision Options for Woore”. Once it is received by the PC from WPAG, it will be reviewed and then submitted to HS2.  

Cllr Allison reported that Keele University has confirmed that, between May and July 2019, it will carry out monitoring of the air quality in Woore in order to provide a baseline for five pollutants and thus to provide wider monitoring than HS2 had already done as HS2 had only monitored one pollutant, namely nitrous oxide. 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Allison for her hard work in arranging Keele University’s work.

19048 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY (CIL)
(1) The Vice Chairman reported that he, the Chairman and the Clerk would be meeting tomorrow with a view to finalising the Expression of Interest form for funding from CIL Local. 
(2) The Clerk explained that the purpose of the resolution referred to in the Agenda was to give the PC greater flexibility in the preparation of the Expression of Interest form than had previously been provided for. It was unanimously resolved that the resolution passed by the Parish Council at its Meeting held on 11th February 2019 to the effect that an Expression of Interest for funding from CIL Local should be prepared by the Vice Chairman and lodged with Shropshire Council in respect of all the works (including fencing, provision of gates and access) which need to be carried out in respect of the new Open Space land off Newcastle Road purchased by the Parish Council in November 2018 (see Agenda Item 19027 in the Minutes of that Meeting) be varied (a) so as to remove the restriction about the matters for which funding should be sought and (b) so that the authority to lodge the Expression of Interest shall be delegated to the Chairman and Vice Chairman jointly. 
 
19049 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
(a) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – the Chairman reported that it is hoped that consideration of the NP would be on the Agenda of SC’s Cabinet Meeting on 20th March and that the Cabinet would resolve that the NP would progress to a referendum of parishioners. He said that the referendum would have to be held within 56 days of any such resolution by SC’s Cabinet.

(b) Shropshire Cllr R. Aldcroft – in his absence, there was no report.

(c) Victory Hall – in Cllr H. Blake’ absence, it was noted that the new cooker, the cost of which had been contributed to by the PC (see Agenda Item 19032 of the PC’s February 2019 Meeting), had now been delivered. It was further noted that the Chairman of the Victory Hall’s Management Committee had written to the PC to thank it for its donation. A plaque would be placed above the cooker recording that it had been bought with funding from the PC. 

(d) Movable and Stationary Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS) – Cllr M. Blake reported that he and the Chairman were continuing to move the MVAS around the Parish and that the data collected by the MVAS was continuing to be sent to the Safer Road Partnership, distributed to Cllrs and put on the PC’s website. Cllr M. Blake said that the problems with the new Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) on the A525 Newcastle Road (see Agenda Item 19017(b) of the PC’s January 2019 Meeting) had still to be resolved and that the pole for the new VAS to be installed near the junction of the A51 and Cherry Tree Lane had yet to be supplied.  

(e) Tree and Footpath Wardens – Ms Tyson said that she had nothing to report. 

19050 PLANTING
The PC considered the arrangements to be made for summer planting around the Parish and for the maintenance and watering of the plants planted out. It was unanimously resolved that the Clerk should approach Westholme Nurseries to see if they would continue to provide the planted saucers for the half barrels and to see whether they would also carry out the planting of the troughs and other containers located around the Parish. The Clerk said that she would approach those parishioners who had done the watering of the containers last year to see if they would do likewise this year. As regards the bed outside the Manor House, which is owned by SC but which, in the past, has been maintained by Woore Village Pride and, since last year, by the PC. it was unanimously resolved that any overhaul of that bed to improve planting conditions should be deferred. It was felt that the highway works proposed by HS2 at the junction of the A51 and A525 would impact upon that bed and render any improvements made to the bed pointless at this stage.  The PC further unanimously resolved to accept the Clerk’s suggestion that, during the growing season, a gardener / groundsman should be employed by the PC to maintain the two flower beds in the Parish and to keep the Manor House bed tidy.   

19051 DOG WASTE BINS
Concern was expressed that no new dog bins had been provided by SC despite all the new housebuilding which had taken place. It was unanimously resolved that the Clerk should write to SC to request that it should purchase three dog waste bins for distribution around the Parish rather than the PC having to purchase those bins itself.

19052 CLERK’S REPORTS
The Clerk reported as follows:
(A) That a letter of thanks, which has been circulated to all Cllrs, had been received from Woore Victory Hall in respect of the donation made by the PC towards the purchase of a replacement cooker at the Victory Hall (see Agenda Item 19032).
(B) That, as regards the appointment of her replacement, interviews of the two candidates who had applied for the post of Parish Clerk will be held on 12th March (see Agenda Item 19016).
(C) That Cllr Chell had notified her that a streetlight on Blaizefield Close and another on Farmfields Rise were not working. The Clerk will report these to E-on.
(D) That she is having ongoing discussions with SC about who is responsible for the repair of streetlights on certain roads within the Parish (see Agenda Item 19036(C)). 
(E) That the bus foliage obscuring the bus shelter at Ireland’s Cross (see Agenda Item 18120) has now been removed. 
(F) That she has asked SC to quote for carrying out a survey of the trees on St Leonard’s Play Area following a member of the public, who is an arboriculturalist, contacting her to express concern about the state of some of the trees and, in particular, that of the large tree. The Clerk said that she had also asked for a quotation for surveying the trees on the Village Green.
(G) That Cllr Higgin had reported to her that she had received expressions of concern about the visibility splay for motorists pulling out of Gravenhunger Moss on to the A525 Newcastle Road and that she had reported these to SC.
(H) That the Vice Chairman will be attending the Chairmanship Skills and Fundamentals for Councillors courses on 13th March and Cllr Carter will be attending a Fundamentals for Councillors course on 4th April. There are other Fundamentals for Councillors courses being held on 22nd May (2.00 – 4.00pm) and 2nd July (5.30-7.30pm). Should any Cllrs wish to attend either of those courses, they should let the Clerk know as soon as possible as the courses get filled very quickly.
(I) That she has emailed Mr Jason Jones to see whether he is prepared to carry out the internal audit of the Parish Council’s Accounts for 2018-19 as he did for 2017-18.  
(J) That, following a meeting between representatives of the developer of the Hedgerows and SC, at which Cllr Chell and the Clerk also had been present, the developer had decided not to proceed with its application to erect a sign on the highway verge at the junction of the A51 and Grove Crescent. In view of this, the developer had decided to withdraw its offer to pay £600 for summer planting in the Parish. 
19053 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
It was unanimously resolved to approve the following cheques for payment:

1. [bookmark: _Hlk498183464][bookmark: _Hlk527278146]S.H. Pimlott (for February 2019):
i. Salary (net of income tax of £108.93)                                          £435.70   
ii. Expenses                                                                                       £36.88                       
iii. Mileage (net of income tax of £3.20)                                              £48.80  
iv. Sundry                                                                                              £7.99                                                                                                        
                                                                                         TOTAL      £529.37
2. HMRC                                                                                                 £112.13
3. Woore Victory Hall                                                                              £210.00 
4. E-on (lighting repair)                                                                           £171.62
5. Tony Seabridge (works on bus shelter & St Leonards Play Area)     £240.00
6. Barbers Rural (Vendor’s surveyors fees - Council’s land purchase)£1020.00  

19054 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported that all correspondence for the period from 9th February 2019 to 8th March 2019 had already been copied to Cllrs.
The meeting closed at 10.15 pm.  

DATE OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: 8TH APRIL 2019 @ 7.30PM

DATES OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS:  13TH MAY 2019 (ANNUAL MEETING), 10TH JUNE 2019 AND 8TH JULY 2019 (ALL @ 7.30 PM)


RECORD OF VOTING FOR AGENDA ITEMS 19025(A) AND (E)

	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	19044(1)
	To object to this planning application but, in the event that SC was to decide to approve the application, the PC should ask that SC should make the planning permission which it grants subject to the following conditions:
1. That the car parking spaces (other than those provided for the houses the subject of the permission) should be for use by the public (including members of the Bowls Club). 
2. That the land currently used by the Bowls Club should only be used for the purposes of a Bowls Club for a period of at least 99 years.
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	Irwin
	X
	
	




SIGNED: ………………………………. (CHAIRMAN)


DATED: ………………………………….
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