Minutes of Woore Parish Council Meeting
Monday 9th March 2020
Held at Woore Victory Hall
PRESENT:
Cllr M. Cowey (Chairman), Cllr M. Blake, Cllr M. Carter, Cllr K. Chell and Cllr G. Irwin

IN ATTENDANCE:
Cllr Roy Aldcroft, Shropshire, Ms S. Tyson and Ms C. Bedson, Tree and Footpath Wardens and Mr B. Morris, Clerk to the Council.

PUBLIC:
Anthony Gath, Joseph Bassett, Susan Clark, John Clark and Mr Rigby attended the meeting.

19224 Apologies for absence.
Cllrs Higgin, Allison, H. Blake, Davies and Ford had sent their apologies for absence, which was for personal reasons. It was unanimously resolved to accept the apologies. 
Councillors also unanimously resolved to accept the resignation of Cllr Ford.

19225 Declarations of Pecuniary Interests.
No Councillor declared a pecuniary interest.

19226 Open Forum – To last no longer than 15 minutes.
Several members of the public who were in attendance raised the issue of speeding in the parish. There was a lot of concern over the potential danger caused by this and why wasn’t more being done. Cllrs Cowey and Blake outlined all the work that the Parish has been doing including the MVAS with reports being sent to the Shropshire Star, Shropshire Council, West Mercia Police, Safer Roads Partnership and other bodies. Cllr Aldcroft explained that the Police camera bike was regularly in use across the area and had caught quite a few offenders. Mr Rigby suggested that the bike uses more that one location in Woore.
Mr and Mrs Clark raised the issue of parking around the former Swan Hotel, parking on the pavement, including vans making it difficult for both motorists and pedestrians. It is an accident waiting to happen. Cllr Cowey and Chell explained that they had visited the problem area very recently and were aware of the issues. The issue has been raised with Shropshire Council. There are planning issues and the development is falling foul of conditions and nothing is being done to enforce them. Mr Gath stated that the police should do more. Cllr Cowey explained it will take 6 months for an enforcement officer to come out. The plans show that the area up to the white line will be a footpath. 
Mr Rigby raised the issue of blocked grids along London Road that require emptying/unblocking. There has been no activity for several months. He asked how long do we have to wait. He suggested that the technician should meet with Parish Councillors and walk along the A41. Cllr Cowey explained that he had been in contact with Shropshire Council and they have said a technician came out in October and found no fault and has been out since then and still found no fault. Cllr Cowey said that he will pick it up again. Cllr Aldcroft stated that Highways were very stretched with 89,000 gutters and gullies that they are having to deal with. They are committed to jetting all gullies. The new consultant seems to be having an impact, getting the correct equipment. The position is improving.

19227 To approve and sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th December 2019.
It was unanimously resolved to approve the minutes.

19228 Matters Arising
There were no matter arising.

19229 Representatives’ Reports
To receive reports concerning the following matters:

(a) Victory Hall – Cllr M. Blake on behalf of Cllr H. Blake
Cllr Blake reported that the Victory Hall had refurbished the floor in the Stubbs Lounge, there is a vinyl area to be done by the bar and possibly blinds to the windows. The next coffee morning is on Friday and Councillors should attend if they are able. There is the up & coming Big Breakfast event and a request for the PC to lead on the VE 75 Celebrations, this is to be discussed later on in the Agenda.

(b) Movable and Stationary Vehicle Activated Signs – Cllr M. Blake 
Cllr M. Blake reported that progress was being made on the damaged hinge, a new box has been ordered and it will cost £172 plus VAT. There has been no information received from Shropshire for the fixed VAS’s. Our MVAS has been located at Crossway a 40 mph limit, there were numerous cars over 60mph and 3 vehicles over 70 mph, 2.11% of vehicles were over the prosecutable limit which represents 770 vehicles making a total of 8,437 vehicles since the 22nd October 2019 travelling at prosecutable speeds in the parish. 
The Clerk was asked to send this information to John Campion in response to his request for information.

(c) Tree and Path Warden – Ms S. Tyson
We are still waiting for the report from Richard Knight in relation to the public footpath by the Bowls Club. Photos have been sent to him. Staffordshire Police have taken action against Quad Bikes using the quarry. They took 10 bikes away. If there are quad bikes there it is best to avoid the area and report it to Police.

(d) Shropshire – Councillor Mr R Aldcroft
Resignation
As Councillors will be aware the CEO of Shropshire Council Clive Wright has stood down and his duties shared between Andrew Begley and Karen Bradshaw.
Floods
As you are no doubt aware there has been considerable effect from flooding within all areas. Many drainage ducts and soakaways require jetting and in some cases rerouting. Particular attention is being given at this time to Oakley Lane at Betton, which if engineers don’t get a move on soon we’ll have to pass to the canal and river trust as it has been flooded since last September. It is worthy of mention that not only our regular staff have and are assisting during these incidents but also a lot of volunteers and office staff from Shirehall have been supporting the Environment Agency and emergency services in the field, including Ironbridge and Shrewsbury, but also other areas.
A41
Owen Paterson is leading the fight for improvements to the A41 and there is an active working group meeting regularly to attain this. It would be very helpful if members could report any near misses or knock for knock instances to me as we are trying to get statistics on locations where collisions occur.
VE Day 75
Market Drayton will be held on May 8th which is a public holiday. Cheshire St will be closed to traffic and Queen St will be ‘dressed@ in bunting and a street party will be held for over 75’s with a fish and chip lunch and a hot brew. Military and agricultural vehicles will be attending, and a shop window competition will be held. Beers and spirits will still be sold at 2020 prices! not 1940.
CCTV
Market Drayton Town Council has now submitted a bid for over £20,000 to the Police Commissioner, there may still be money available for other parish councils after the election in Mid-May.
Highways
I have now attended a couple of meetings with the new senior management team and the consultant. A significant number of issues are being covered presently: Materials, 89,000 gullies with 92,000 visits. The only repairs now being completed are permanent, a change of policy that has doubled resources. The reporting system is aiming at one portal, through the County Customer Services by voice or the website ‘My Shropshire’ which will give choices for reporting just about everything the public may need. The problem at the moment is that there is far too much information going adrift i.e. casual conversations with Council Officer, Clerks ring the local highway officer, corridor conversations at Shirehall, some of which get lost, duplicated and cause confusion and delays. So, in future all Clerks will be advised to use the portal, as will councillors and the public which will create a good auditable trail and identify any potential problems. An important item is the ‘friendliness' of the reporting system, speed of response verbal and electronic and feedback! That and allocation of staff with knowledge where possible. More surprising using local contractors where need be, which again is a change of policy. Highway maintenance will receive a minimum of £6.8 million a year for the next five years, hopefully central government will accede to our demands for a lot more to solve the backlog of works.
Planning
It would appear there are a number of interesting challenges particularly with the Woore jurisdiction which needs sorting out. I have arranged a closed session for Woore councillors with Ian Kilby Head of Planning for Shropshire Council. I suspect this will be a general update, but it would be helpful if all councillors could view the training session I forwarded to the Chairman as there may be questions arising. In the interim I hope to arrange a case cracking session with officers at Wem within the next fourteen days. Could you please provide a couple of dates for a daytime session with Ian, I could offer the Chamber at Drayton free of charge to save a lot of travelling and expense if that would suit. Cllr Cowey requested that the meeting be a site visit and walkabout in Woore.
Coronavirus.
Leaflets were provided for distribution to all councils.
Cllr Cowey asked whether the Local Joint Committee meeting were going to be reinstated as these gave the area a stronger voice. Cllr Aldcroft replied that this has been replaced with the ALC meeting which is at Wem next Monday.
19230 HS2
(1) To receive an update from the Chairman.
The Chairman reported that there was a meeting held on the 27th February between HS2, Shropshire Council and the Parish Council to discuss mitigations being put forward. Andy Moreton Chaired the meeting. HS2 were expecting agreement. There has been very little support to the PC’s position from Andy Moreton, he is even suggesting taking out items that the Select Committee put in. We have sent back a corrected version. Some things have been taken out such as speed bumps. He is even going against items HS2 were prepared to give the parish council. He has come back today amending a few of the mitigations from SC but not fully supporting the Parish’s position. The petition is scheduled for the 25th March. Time is ticking on, vehicles could be coming through the Parish in Autumn 2020. If we wanted one speed limit of 30mph through the village it could take 6 months. The Parish Council needs to consider adopting the Traffic Calming Summary. We need to send back to SC and HS2 to say that this is the Parish’s Position. The Community Engagement Stage with start once Royal Assent is granted. There is Community funding available of £50m plus for Parish Councils, Village Halls and Sports Ground could access, but you need to be preparing now if you don’t want to miss out. Letter’s, written by Cllr Allison and sent from the Chairman have been sent to Boris Johnson, Grant Shapps. Owen Paterson as also received a letter requesting to arrange a site visit from the new HS2 Minister, Andrew Stephenson. Owen Paterson has also been in the press about HS2, all these can be found on our website.
(a) Discuss and approve/adopt Woore Traffic Calming Summary
The PC needs to formally adopt table 2. If we don’t communicate with HS2 then they will just do what they want. It was unanimously resolved to adopt the Woore Traffic Calming Summary table 2-03-20v4 with a caveat of work in progress.
(2) To receive an update from the Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman reported that the petition will be presented by a combination of Alan Melvin, Cllr Allison, Janet Roberts and herself. There is around 6 pieces of evidence for each area. They are nearly there with the petition, just need to have some rehearsals. Documentation will need to be sent to the House of Lords possibly by 20th March.
(a) To approve/adopt Petition to be presented to House of Lords
An outline of the petition was given and it was unanimously resolved to approve the petition, although comment was made that they had not had sight of the petition.
(b) To approve/adopt Representatives of Petition to House of Lords
It was unanimously resolved to approve the Representatives of Petition to House of Lords



19231 ST LEONARDS PLAY AREA
To receive an update on the progress of works.
Ownership of some of the bank onto St Leonards from the houses on Nantwich Road which back onto the play area is under question. Work has stopped in the interim. We need to check deeds. We have the black box from NatWest in Market Drayton, but there are no deeds in there. There maybe documents held at a solicitors in Newcastle Under Lyme, that is the next step. On hold until ownership established.

19232 SUMMER PLANTING 2020
To agree how we will manage the summer planting for 2020.
It was agreed that we would put this on hold until we had spoken to Cllr Higgin, the aim is to control the purchase of plants through Westholmes so that the Vat can be reclaimed.

19233 LAND AT NEWCASTLE ROAD
To receive an update from the Chairman.
We have £24,000 CIL funding. There are additional requirements. The drains need blasting. A lot of work is required and nesting season has commenced. It was agreed to suspend for now so that we can move on with HS2. Start work in September.
To agree the funding of future maintenance costs.
Vote on this was postponed.
To resolve to support the project both in terms of the cost of works and the funding of the future maintenance costs. 
The vote on this was postponed but the question of whether we should be paying for ongoing maintenance as the reason we had to purchase the land was a planning mistake by Shropshire and if they had down their job properly then they would have been picking up the maintenance for the community area. Cllr Cowey agreed to raise it with Shropshire.

19234 VE DAY 75 
To receive an update on plans to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of VE Day.
The VE 75 weekend is the 8th, 9th and 10th May. Peter Roberts has offered use of the Victory Hall but he wants the Parish Council to lead. The church has no plans. Cllr Chell has found a supplier for the mugs and it was agreed to fund the costs up to £350. Cllr Cowey is away. Cllr Irwin offered to lead but needs the support of other councillors and a tea party was suggested, but we won’t be able to go ahead without further support.

19235 WOORE VILLAGE AWARDS
To receive an update from Councillors Chell and Higgin.
Cllr Chell reported that the notices are up and an entry box is in the shop for voting papers. It was suggested that councillors should nominate someone. It was agreed to provide funding of £50 per person or persons up to a maximum of £250.

19236 PARISH MEETING DATES
To review the Parish Meeting date for May 2020.
It was agreed to move the meeting to May 18th due to lack of availability of councillors on May 11th.

19237 LAND OWNERSHIP
To review the Land Ownership of the Parish Council.
We have obtained a copy of the deeds for St Leonards play area from the land registry. The plan isn’t detailed enough to ascertain all the boundaries. Further investigation is required.

19238 STORAGE OF PARISH DOCUMENTS
To review the arrangements for storage of parish documents going forward.
The Black Box held by Nat West for £20 per year, but to be able to continue with the arrangement we have to put the box back by the 21st. It was agreed to keep the CD’s out but put the box back with Nat West. We will also contact the Solicitors to see what they hold on behalf of the Parish Council.

19239 CLERK’S REPORTS
To receive a report from the Clerk about the progress of resolutions from previous meetings.

Open Forum
A letter of congratulations has been sent to former Councillor Julia Mitchell who has been appointed High Sheriff of Staffordshire for 2020/21.

Matters Arising
Street Lighting - Shropshire have been chased twice since the last meeting and still no response has been received.
Representatives’ Reports

Movable and Stationary Vehicle Activated Signs – Cllr M. Blake 
Both the Safer Roads Partnership and the Police and Crime Commissioner have been invited to the Parish meeting in April, The Police and Crime Commissioner has declined due to the nearness to the election. I am still waiting for a response from the Safer Roads Partnership.

Planning
Both responses were put on the Planning Portal on 11th February 2020.

Rospa Report And Repairs To Playground Equipment
Two companies have been approached for quotes, one has declined to quote. I am still waiting for a response from the other contractor. I have chased this quote. Also I an still waiting for details from the Chairman (Len Sambrook) at Childs Ercall Parish Council.

Further Work To St Leonards Play Area
I have requested a quotation for additional fencing in both timber and metal arriss, from Tony Seabridge, I am still waiting for indicative costs.

PARISH LENGTHSMAN
I have passed on details of the advert to Cllr Davies. The advert is now live.

19240 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
[bookmark: _Hlk24546636]It was unanimously resolved to approve the following cheques for payment:

	1.
	B. M. Morris (February)
	

	
	i Salary (net of income tax of £95.37) 
	£381.48

	
	ii Expenses
	£34.83 

	
	iii Mileage (net of income tax of £2.32)
	£35.38

	
	Iv Sundry
	£99.99

	
	TOTAL
	£551.68

	2.
	HMRC
	£97.69

	3.
	Mike Cowey (Chain and Lock)
	£43.98

	4.
	SALC (Training)
	£81.00

	5.
	Woore Village Hall (Room Hire)
	£140.00

	6.
	Tony Seabridge (St Leonards Play Area)
	336.00



19241 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
The clerk confirmed that all the correspondence for the period from 4th February 2020 to 2nd March 2020 had been forwarded to Councillors.
The meeting closed at 9:45pm.
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
AGM May 18th and June 8th (both @ 7.30pm) 
Annual Parish Meeting 20th April @ 7:30pm



Signed………………………………………..(Chair)
Dated 20h April 2020
19095

