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MINUTES OF WOORE PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING
Monday 15th May 2017
Held at Woore Victory Hall
 
PRESENT:
Cllr M. Blake (Chairman), Cllr M. Cowey (Vice Chairman), Cllr A. Allison, Cllr H. Blake, Cllr K. Chell and Cllr A. Ford.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Ms C. Bedson, Tree and Path Warden, and Ms S. Pimlott, Clerk to the Parish Council (PC).  
 
PUBLIC
No members of the public attended the meeting.

17048 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
It was resolved to elect Cllr M. Blake as Chairman of the PC.
17049 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
It was resolved to elect Cllr M. Cowey as Vice Chairman of the PC.
17050 DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Cllr M. Blake read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman. All Cllrs present read and signed their Declarations of Acceptance of the Office of Cllr. Following advice given by the Clerk, it was agreed that the time for Cllr Lightfoot to make her Declaration of Acceptance of the Office of Cllr be extended until the next meeting of the PC on 12th June 2017.
17051 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Lightfoot apologised for being unable to attend for business reasons. That apology was accepted.

17052 OPEN FORUM
In the absence of any member of the public, the only issue raised in the Open Forum was raised by Cllr Ford who said that parishioners had expressed to him concerns that seeds were being blown from dandelions growing on the Village Green into nearby gardens on Ash Mount. It was agreed that the Clerk would refer this problem to the PC’s Grasscutter and Lengthsman. 

17053 TO APPOINT REPRESENTATIVES TO CERTAIN BODIES
It was resolved that the following representatives of the PC be appointed to the bodies set out below:
a) Shropshire Association of Local Councils – Cllrs Ford and Chell.
b) Woore United Charities – Cllr Allison as the PC’s sole representative. It was agreed that the appointment of a further representative be deferred until after the co-option of any new Cllrs.
c) Woore Victory Hall –  Cllr H. Blake.
d) Local Joint Committee – the Vice Chairman.
e) Old Woore School Trust – Cllr Lightfoot. 

17054 TO APPOINT TREE WARDENS
It was resolved to appoint Ms Tyson and Ms Bedson as joint Tree Wardens.
17055	TO APPOINT PARISH PATH WARDENS
It was resolved to appoint Ms Tyson and Ms Bedson as joint Parish Path Wardens.
Ms Bedson asked whether it would be possible for the PC to appoint two Cllrs as having responsibility for both trees and paths in the Parish so that she and Ms Tyson would be able to liaise with those Cllrs. It was agreed that Cllrs Allison and the Vice Chairman would take responsibility for paths and trees respectively.  
17056 TO APPOINT MEMBERS TO THE PLANNING WORKING GROUP
It was resolved to appoint Cllrs Ford and the Vice Chairman as members of the Planning Working 
Group. It was noted that the Chairman is an ex officio member of the Group. 
It was agreed that any appointment of further Cllrs to the Planning Working Group 
should be deferred until any new Cllrs had been co-opted onto the PC.

17057 TO APPOINT MEMBERS OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING TEAM
It was resolved to appoint the Chairman and Vice Chairman as members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Team. It was agreed that the PC did not need to appoint a further Cllr to the Team.               
17058 TO APPOINT MEMBERS AS FINANCIAL SCRUTINEERS
It was resolved to appoint Cllrs Allison and Chell as Financial Scrutineers.
17059 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS
There were no such declarations.
17060 TO APPROVE AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 7TH MARCH 2017
The Cllrs resolved to approve the Minutes of this Meeting.
17061 TO APPROVE AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 19TH APRIL 2017
The Cllrs resolved to approve the Minutes of this Meeting.
17062 PLANNING
(1) 17/01575 being an application for the erection of single storey and two storey rear extensions with detached double garage and formation of vehicular access following demolition of existing single storey elements and outbuildings at 14 Newcastle Road, Woore CW3 9RE.
Cllr Chell had been the Lead Councillor concerning this application. She had visited or contacted four nearby households and no objections to the application had been expressed by them. 
The Vice Chairman said that the comments made by SC’s Highways Department in response to the application seemed to have been made in ignorance of both the PC’s road safety submission in relation to the A525 in the vicinity of the site and SC’s Highways Officer’s acceptance that a reduction in the speed limit along this stretch road is desirable. The Vice Chairman suggested that the application might be an opportunity for SC to ask the applicants to contribute to the costs of the speed limit being extended given that SC had not been able to fund that extension, notwithstanding the Highways Officer’s views. The Clerk was asked to write to SC to raise this point. 
The PC resolved to support this application, subject to the following matters:
1. That it should be a condition of granting planning permission that construction vehicles involved in carrying out the proposed building works should not obstruct Gravenhunger Lane which is very narrow.
2. The PC supports the comments of SC’s Highways Department dated 11th May 2017 as they appear on SC’s Planning Portal in connection with this application.
The PC expressed concern that some of the works the subject of the planning application appear to have already been begun. 
It was commented that some of the Applicants’ plans, lodged with SC in May, appear contain changes arising out of discussions with SC. However, nothing on SC’s Planning Portal indicates the nature of those discussions and the reasons why, as appears to be the case, SC suggested reducing the size of the proposed extension. The PC considers that, in the interests of transparency, a note of the discussions should appear on the Planning Portal and that the changes to the plans should have been highlighted so as to make both the PC’s task of scrutinising the application somewhat easier and to allow any member of the public or adjacent landowners affected by the application to understand fully what is now being proposed. 




(2) 17/01645 being an application for the erection of a part single, part two, storey extension with veranda to side elevations including rear landscaping works at Weston House, Audlem Road, Woore CW3 9RL.
The Vice Chairman had been the Lead Councillor concerning this application. He reported that he had visited three nearby properties to discuss the application with the occupiers thereof and had not been informed of any objections to the application. He had noticed that it had been proposed in an earlier application (which had been granted) that the access to the property which then existed should be moved closer to the house. However, it appears that the old access had in fact not been stopped up so that the property now had two drives accessing the Audlem Road.    
It was resolved to oppose this application on the following grounds:
1. The PC considers that the proposed further extension will result in the overall dwelling being too large and out of scale with neighbouring properties.
2. The proposed zinc standing seam roof with overhanging canopy is out of character with the property’s rural setting and with neighbouring properties.
3. The application envisages the erection of a 1.5 metres high wall “to the client’s specification” around the perimeter of the property. The property is in open countryside and the erection of such a wall, and the fact that it appears to surround the entire site, is out of character with its location and with neighbouring properties. It would be more appropriate for hedging to be planted rather than a wall constructed.
4. It is unclear whether “the client’s specification” will mean, should permission be granted, that the wall will be rendered in white plaster (in common with the house). Extensive hardscaping has recently been constructed to the front of the house and it appears that this too may be rendered in white plaster, something which the PC again considers to be completely out of character with the rural setting.
5. A further wall to surround the “New Garden Area” is also proposed. That wall is proposed to be in brick. Again, the PC considers that such a wall is out of keeping with the property’s rural setting.
The PC expressed concern that the Lead Councillor had been unable to find a planning notice posted outside the property. The PC was also concerned that the proposed works appear to have already been commenced prior to planning approval being granted.
17063 DONATIONS / GRANTS                            
The PC had considered this matter at its Meeting in January 2017 (Agenda Item 17007) when it had agreed to defer consideration of the application for a donation / grant until after the appointment of a new Council. It was resolved to make a donation / grant of £1,445.00 to Woore Village Pride.
17064 CESSATION OF ACTIVITIES OF WOORE VILLAGE PRIDE IN LATE 2017
The PC considered what action should be taken following the cessation of Woore Village Pride’s activities in October 2017. It was agreed that the Clerk should prepare a specification of the works currently carried out by Village Pride with a view to obtaining three quotations from contractors interested in carrying out those works on behalf of the PC. It was further agreed that the Vice Chairman and Cllr Allison would work with the Clerk concerning the procurement process.
17065 CESSATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
The PC considered what action should be taken following the cessation of Neighbourhood Watch in the Parish. It was commented that, at the Annual Parish Meeting, a member of the public, Mrs J. Mitchell, had indicated a willingness to take over responsibility for Neighbourhood Watch from Mr C. Jeffries. The Clerk was asked to speak to Mr Jeffries in order to ascertain the current position.
17066 CLERK’S REPORTS
The Clerk lodged a written report in the following terms:
(1) Co-option of Parish Councillors: That a notice inviting expressions of interest from prospective Cllrs had today been posted on the PC’s notice boards and website. The notice asked for expressions of interest by 5th June so as to allow any co-option of new Cllrs to be on the Agenda for the next PC Meeting on 12th June. The Clerk said that she would respond to any expressions of interest from prospective Cllrs by asking them to attend that Meeting and to prepare beforehand a short, written note of why they considered themselves suitable to be Cllrs, including details of any relevant experience.
(2) Her Meeting with Shropshire Council: That she had met with Nicola Fisher, one of SC’s Senior Community Enablement Officers, on 9th May to discuss the financial contribution of £160,500 arising from the intended housing development at Ireland’s Cross. Ms Fisher agreed with the Clerk that the Planning Officer’s Report, prepared when planning permission was granted for the development, did not specify precisely what exactly the financial contribution could be spent on and the mechanics of spending the contribution. Ms Fisher had agreed to find out whether the Section 106 Agreement which would provide for the financial contribution to be made had yet been entered into and, if it had been, to let the Clerk know what it said and what assistance, if any, SC proposed to provide to the PC to ensure that the contribution was put to good use. 
(3) SC’s response re highway improvements: That SC has not agreed to any of the highway safety submissions put forward by the PC. SC has, however, agreed funding, as part of its Capital Programme for the current financial year, to introduce speed reduction measures on the A51. Having liaised with Cllr M. Blake, SC is proposing to install new flashing mains powered Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) on the A51 by the Cherry Tree Lane junction in Woore and also by the junction with Phoenix Rise in Pipe Gate.  SC is also looking to relocate the existing VAS on the A51 by St Leonard’s Church to a location within the 30mph speed limit on the A525 Audlem Road.
(4) Replacement of trees on the Village Green: That there had been no progress concerning this matter. Any planting of new trees could not take place until the autumn. However, the Clerk would chase this matter up in the meantime. 
(5) Repair of play equipment on St Leonard’s Play Area: That the SC officer who was to have carried out the minor repairs and routine maintenance to the play equipment had been off sick. However, he has now returned to work and will be carrying out the outstanding works. 
(6) Search for a new public open space: That, at the meeting referred to at (2) above, the Clerk had asked Ms Fisher to try to discover whether SC retained any land within the Parish which might be purchased by the PC for use as a public open space. The Clerk said that she had also asked Red Kite to provide a description of the services it could provide to assist the PC to find land and to provide an estimate for the cost of such services.  
(7) Repair of street lights on Audlem Road: That she had been notified by SC that the necessary works will be completed on 30th May.
(8) Signage: That the three new PC signs at St Leonard’s Play Area, the Village Green and at the Adult Exercise Area behind Woore Village Green have been put up by Cllrs M Blake and Cowey.
(9) Registration of Community Assets: That it appeared that the owner of the Swan and Bowls Club car park and of the site of the Bowls Club had not challenged the registration of those pieces of land as Community Assets.
(10) Candle Lane: That the highway resurfacing and improvements to Candle Lane have been completed.
(11) Woore Neighbourhood Plan Further Grant Application: That the drafting of the Application was almost complete and that she hoped to be able to submit it tomorrow.  
(12) Woore Neighbourhood Plan Pre-Grant Funding: That she had managed to obtain from SC a payment of £2023.09 to refund partially to the PC what it had expended on the Neighbourhood Plan prior to the original grant being received from Groundwork UK. SC has also agreed to pay a further £250 to the PC, being the outstanding balance of the PC’s pre-grant expenditure. The Clerk said that this sum should be received shortly. 

As regards (1) above, it was suggested that the Cllr vacancies be advertised in the Parish Magazine. The Clerk was asked to arrange this. 

17067 FENCING AT THE ST LEONARD’S PLAY AREA
It was resolved that this fencing should be replaced. The Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation from the Grasscutter and Lengthsman for this work.
 
17068 PLANTER AT THE JUNCTION OF THE A51 AND CHERRY TREE LANE (BELOW THE WOORE VILLAGE SIGN)
It was noted that a new Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) was going to be installed by SC in the vicinity of the current damaged planter and so it was resolved that that planter be replaced following the installation of the VAS.

17069 DEFERMENT OF BUSINESS STIPULATED IN STANDING ORDERS
It was resolved to defer to a later Parish Council Meeting the consideration of matters (save for those set out in this Agenda) required by Standing Orders to be dealt with at the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council. 

17070 SECTION 106 AGREEMENT RE PHOENIX FIELD
The PC considered the response dated 27th February 2017 received from SC concerning this matter. The PC remained unhappy about SC’s position. All Cllrs present remained dissatisfied that parishioners continue to be denied access to what those Cllrs believe is Local Amenity Land.  The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting with SC so that this matter could be discussed.

17071 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
It was resolved to approve the following cheques for payment:
S.H. Pimlott (for March & April 2017) 
1. Salary (net of income tax of £202.48)                                      £809.91                                                                                                                                                               
1. Expenses                                                                                   £73.76
1. Mileage (net of £7.92 income tax)                                           £120.78  
1. Sundry                                                                                     £139.36
                                                                                     TOTAL      £1143.81
HMRC                                                                                                  £210.40
City Signs (inclusive of £42.46 VAT)                                                   £254.76 
Woore St Leonards PCC (re distribution of Neighbourhood Plan 
Questionnaire)                                                                                       £70.00 
Woore Village Pride (for the grant / donation referred to at
Agenda Item 17063)                                                                         £1445.00 
   
17072 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk indicated that all correspondence for the period from 14th March 2017 to 9th May 2017 had previously been copied electronically to all Cllrs, save for the letter dated 27th February 2017 referred to in Agenda Item 17070, paper copies of which had been supplied to those Cllrs not already in possession of a copy thereof.

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
     
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: MONDAY 12TH JUNE 2017 AT 7.30PM
 
RECORD OF VOTING FOR WOORE PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 15TH MAY 2017

	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	17048
	Resolved to elect Cllr M. Blake as Chairman.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Ford

Second: Blake H
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	17049
	Resolved to elect Cllr Cowey as Vice Chairman.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Chell

Second: Blake H
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	17053 – 17058 (incl)
	Resolved to make the appointments listed in the Minutes.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Blake M
Second: Cowey
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	17060
	Resolved to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of 13th March 2017.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Blake H
Second: Chell
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	
	
	X

	
	
	Ford
	
	
	X



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	17061
	Resolved to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of 19th April 2017.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Ford
Second: Blake H
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	17062(1)
	Resolved to support this application subject to the matters set out in the Minutes.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Blake M 
Second: Ford
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	17062(2)
	Resolved to object to this application on the grounds set out in the Minutes.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Ford
Second: Blake H
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	17063
	Resolved to make a grant / donation of £1445 to Woore Village Pride
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Cowey
Second: Chell
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	17067
	Resolved to replace the fencing.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Blake M
Second: Chell
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	17068
	Resolved to replace the planter once the new VAS had been installed.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Blake M
Second: Cowey
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	17069
	Resolved to defer to a later Parish Council Meeting the consideration of matters (save for those set out in this Agenda) required by Standing Orders to be dealt with at the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council.
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Ford
Second: Blake H
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	



	Agenda Item
	Motion
	Cllr
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	17071
	Resolved to approve for payment the cheques listed in the Minutes. 
	Blake M
	X
	
	

	
	
	Allison
	X
	
	

	
	
	Blake H
	X
	
	

	Prop: Ford
Second: Cowey
	
	Chell
	X
	
	

	
	
	Cowey
	X
	
	

	
	
	Ford
	X
	
	







SIGNED…………………………………                              DATED………………………………….

CHAIRMAN / VICE CHAIRMAN
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