


MINUTES OF WOORE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 9th October 2017
Held at Woore Victory Hall


PRESENT:
Cllr M. Blake (Chairman), Cllr M. Cowey (Vice Chairman), Cllr. A. Allison, Cllr H. Blake, Cllr. K. Chell, Cllr A. Ford (who missed the early part of the meeting), Cllr G. Irwin, Cllr H Lightfoot and Cllr J. Mitchell.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Ms C. Bedson and Ms S. Tyson, Tree and Footpath Wardens, and Ms S. Pimlott, Clerk to the Parish Council (PC). 
      
17135 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Higgin had sent her apology for being unable to attend for personal reasons. 
It was resolved to accept that apology. Shropshire Cllr R. Aldcroft had also sent his apology for being unable to attend.

17136 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
In respect of Agenda Item 17139, the Clerk had, at previous PC Meetings, granted dispensations to all Cllrs present today in respect of any discussions about HS2 which the PC might conduct at is Meetings until the next Annual Meeting of the PC in May 2018.

Cllr Lightfoot declared a pecuniary interest in respect of Agenda Item 17141.

17137 OPEN FORUM
There being no members of the public present, no issues were addressed in the Open Forum.

17138 TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21ST SEPTEMBER 2017
It was resolved to approve these Minutes.

17139 HS2A
(Cllr Ford arrived during this Agenda Item.)
(1) Cllr Irwin provided a report concerning the activities of the Woore Parish Action Group (WPAG). She said that approximately 108 paper consultation responses had been submitted to HS2 following residents attending the recent drop-in sessions. Other responses would have been sent by residents by post and email directly to HS2. Cllr Irwin said that she and Cllr Mitchell had carried out a traffic census on 6th October at the junction of the A51 and A525. She asked that the Chairman should send her the statistics produced by the Movable Vehicle Activated Signs for 6th October so that those statistics could be compared with the census results. Cllr Irwin said that WPAG had been contacted by BBC Radio Stoke and Radio Shropshire and Cllr Mitchell was preparing a press release to be given to those stations. Cllr Irwin reported that WPAG would be organising a full day drop-in session at the Methodist Chapel in early November in order to provide an update to residents. She said that preparations were in hand to petition Parliament. Cllr Mitchell said that WPAG was considering issuing weekly updates about HS2 in order to keep residents engaged with opposing HS2’s proposals. 
It was commented that residents had expressed gratitude for the efforts of WPAG in organising responses to the HS2 consultations. Concern was expressed about the apparent failure of Shropshire Council (SC) to lodge responses to the consultations and about comments by the Rt Hon Owen Paterson MP, recently reported in the Market Drayton Advertiser, to the effect that extending the tunnel at Whitmore Heath to Madeley would be prohibitively expensive. 
(2) The Chairman reported that the PC’s response to the HS2 Consultation, as drafted by the Clerk, had been submitted. The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her efforts in supplying such a professional and comprehensive response.

(3) [bookmark: _Hlk495743208]The PC considered what further action it needed to take concerning HS2 in preparation for petitioning Parliament. There was a discussion about how the PC and WPAG should work together in the future and it was resolved that (i) the PC would coordinate all communication activities and provide the conduit for communications with formal bodies and institutions (including the media) regarding HS2 and its potential impact on the Parish and (ii) WPAG would coordinate activities to ensure that the voice of local residents is heard, including identifying the priorities for action and facilitating the execution of those activities. It was agreed that it was important that there should be good lines of communication between WPAG and the PC and that WPAG would keep the PC informed about developments. 

It was further resolved that the PC should make Freedom of Information (FOI) requests to SC to obtain all the information held by SC concerning (i) the Meeting held between HS2 and SC on 28th April 2017 and (ii) concerning the improvements to the junction of the A51 and A525 and the improvements southwards along the A51 which SC completed in 1998.  It was agreed that the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk should liaise together to formulate the exact wording of the FOI requests.


17140 LISTED BUILDINGS
The PC considered whether it should conduct a survey to identify buildings within the Parish for which a listing with English Heritage might be sought. This had been prompted by the recent building works at the Swan Public House and consideration of the effect of HS2’s proposals on the existing listed buildings within the Parish. It was noted that some buildings, which you might think would be listed, were not. It was suggested that consideration should be given to exploring with SC how the centre of the village should be made a conservation area. It was resolved that the Chairman, Vice Chairman and the Clerk should contact the relevant officer at SC with a view to exploring how best a survey of buildings might be conducted and how securing further listings and the creation of a conservation area might best be achieved. 
17141 SECTION 106 AGREEMENT RE PHOENIX FIELD
Cllr Lightfoot left the meeting for the duration of this Agenda Item.
The Clerk gave some background information about the history of this matter in order to assist the understanding of newly appointed Cllrs. The Clerk went on to report that, at its Meeting on 11th September 2017, the PC had (see Agenda Item 17120) resolved to make a complaint to the Local Government Ombudsman (LGO) about SC’s conduct in relation to this matter. The Clerk reported that, in fact, before such a complaint could be made, the PC needed first to complain to SC directly and that it could only approach the LGO after SC’s response to the complaint had been received. It was accordingly resolved that the PC should make a complaint to SC.
Cllr Lightfoot then returned to the Meeting.
17142 PLANNING
The PC considered planning application 17/04472/FUL being an application for the installation of a foul outfall sewer in connection with the previously approved housing scheme at the proposed residential development on land west of London Road, Woore. 
It was noted that no public notice of this application appeared to be displayed outside the property. It was commented that the proposed routing of the sewer to Dorrington was preferable to that sewer being routed to the London Road as there were concerns that the main sewer there might be unable cope with any further volume of sewerage as a result of new housing in the area. It was therefore resolved to support this application subject to SC being satisfied that the application meets its own requirements.

17143 FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUCNIL
The PC resolved that (i) it should meet at 7.30pm on the following dates in 2018: 8th January, 12th February, 12th March, 14th May (Annual Meeting), 11th June, 9th July, 10th September, 8th October and 12th November and (ii) that the Annual Parish Meeting should take place on 9th April. 
In the exercise of his discretion, the Chairman decided that Agenda Item 17146(c) should now be dealt with so as to allow Ms Tyson to leave the Meeting.
17146(c) REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
Tree and Path Wardens – Ms Tyson reported that she had been asked whether a Canadian Maple could be planted at Ireland’s Cross in memory of a deceased parishioner. It was agreed that, in principle, the PC had no objection to this and that the Wardens should seek SC’s approval for this.
17144 SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL’S CONSULTATION CONCERNING CAR PARKING CHARGES
The PC received a report from Cllr Lightfoot concerning this matter in which she recommended that the PC should oppose SC’s proposed changes. The PC resolved that it should lodge a response to this consultation in the terms suggested by Cllr Lightfoot in her report.
17145 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
It was resolved to purchase at a cost of up to £100 a wreath for laying on the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday (12th November) and to select the Chairman to lay that wreath on behalf of the PC.
17146 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
To receive, if appropriate, reports concerning the following matters:

(a) Victory Hall - Cllr H. Blake reported that the Village Hall would be closed from 30th October for a period of eight days to allow works to be carried out to the Hall’s floor.

(b) Movable and Stationary Vehicle Activated Signs – the Chairman said that, following his return to health, the MVAS were now being moved around the Parish. He confirmed that, as reported at the PC’s Meeting on 11th September (Agenda Item 17125(c)), he had been told by SC that the non-movable vehicle activated signs which it was providing would be installed by the end of October. The Chairman said that he had discussed with SC putting one of the MVAS outside the Falcon with a view to obtaining information about traffic levels and traffic speed in the vicinity of the junction of the A51 and A525 and SC had indicated that it had no objection to an MVAs being located there.

(c) Tree and Path Wardens – see earlier in the Minutes.

(d) Neighbourhood Plan (NP) – the Chairman reported that a drop-in session would be held at the Victory Hall on 11th October to provide parishioners with the information gathered from the Big Questionnaire and with the first draft of the policies which it was proposed should be included in the NP.   

(e) Shropshire Councillor Aldcroft – as Cllr Aldcroft was absent, no report was given.

17147 CLERK’S REPORTS
The Clerk reported as follows:
(1) [bookmark: _Hlk492296885]Recycling bins on the car park of the Swan Public House – that letters had been written on 25th September to the three other public houses in Woore to ask whether they would house these bins but no replies had been received. 
(2) Road safety submissions – that these had been lodged with SC on 5th October.
(3) Shropshire Council Community Tree Scheme – that trees / hedging had been requested from this Scheme on 19th September.
(4) Mud on Grove Crescent – that this problem had been reported to SC Customer Services (Highways) by telephone and a written acknowledgment received, indicating that problems took 2 – 3 weeks to look into.   
(5) Reference for Woore Tennis Club – that this has been supplied following a request from the Tennis Club which was seeking a reference in support of a grant application from another body.
(6) Marshalling for Remembrance Sunday – Mr C. Jeffries and Mr P. Hawkins have agreed to act as marshalls as in previous years.
(7) Litter Bins at St Leonard’s Playground – that SC had, on 21st September, been requested to provide new bins and that a response is awaited.
(8) Noticeboard keys / openers – that these had been ordered from City Signs.
(9) Repair of playground equipment – that SC had carried out its annual inspection of the St Leonard’s Playground and provided a report setting out what repair works it considered needed to be done to the equipment there. The Clerk said that this report pre-dated the carrying out of the repair works referred to in Minute 17126(5) (see 11th September 2017 Minutes) and so she would now be checking with SC whether any further works now needed to be carried out.   
(10) Response to Shropshire Council Library Services Consultation – that the PC’s response to this consultation had been lodged on 20th September,
(11) Fundamentals for Councillors course – that this course had been booked for Cllr Mitchell. Cllr Irwin had been unable to attend that course and so the Clerk would arrange for her to attend a future course once a date had been fixed for it.
(12) Woore United Charities – that written notification of the appointment of the PC’s representatives on this charity had been given to the charity.

17148 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
It was resolved to approve the following cheques for payment:
1. S.H. Pimlott (for September 2017):
i. Salary (net of income tax of £103.37)                                     £413.47                                                                                                                                                 
ii. Expenses                                                                                  £32.89   
iii. Mileage (net of income tax of £3.84)                                        £58.56
iv. Sundry                                                                                      £16.00
                                                                                       TOTAL   £520.92
2. HMRC                                                                                            £107.21
3. Cheshire Community Action (re Neighbourhood Plan)                £2768.40   
4. Cllr G. Irwin (reimbursement of printing costs paid to Keele 
     University re HS2 Campaign)                                                          £65.00       
5. The Chairman (reimbursement of expenditure on noticeboard 
keys                                                                                                 £37.20 

17149 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported that all correspondence for the period from 12th September 2017 to 9th October 2017 had already been copied to Cllrs.

The Meeting closed at 9.50 pm.  

DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: MONDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2017 AT 7.30PM
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SIGNED: ………………………………. (CHAIRMAN)

DATED: …………………………………. 
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